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CLASS AA FEATURE

New coach Harris excited about future for Hutch Tech

Success has been hard to come by
in recent years for the Hutch Tech football
team, which has won just one game in
the last three seasons.
Micah Harris does not care about
any of that. The new Engineers head
coach is thinking about the present and
more importantly the future of the
program.

By Mike Pidanick
"All I can do is not think
about what they didn't have
before me and think about what
I have in front of me," he said.
"For the most part, I can do just
install more discipline, install
more weight room and install
this program, just get them to
buy into the program. I think
they're looking for something
new, the school atmosphere is
looking for something new and
I think I'm that something new. I
think everyone is just really
excited for the potential of
Hutch Tech High School and
this program."
Harris served as an assistant at
Maryvale High School the last
two seasons under former Hutch Tech
assistant Nick Todaro. Harris, who was
the interim head coach at McKinley in
2018, replaces Tony Truilizio, who was
1-22 with the Engineers.
But that’s yesterday. Hutch Tech is
focused on today and tomorrow and
training camp has been positive for the
Engineers.

“I think our young men are buying
into what we’ve got going on here and
what the coaching staff is bringing in,”
Harris said. “I think we're all excited to
get to an opponent. Everybody's meshing
together well and it's just working.”
The Engineers have a strong nucleus,
including senior running back David
Nixon, who’s a returning starter. The
receiving corps will be led by senior twin
brothers Zai'Mar and Zy'Mere Covington.
The offensive line will be anchored
by senior guard David Ridgway and
junior center Delonte Frisby.
On the other side of the ball, senior
Anthony Benton-Clark is one of the better
defensive backs in Class AA.

The Engineers’ schedule is loaded
in Class AA with games against the likes
of Bennett, Lancaster and Orchard Park.
It’s not likely the Hutch Tech game
is circled on a whole lot of calendars and
the Engineers are likely to be up against

opponents with more students and
resources to work with. That said, don’t
think for a minute they’re going to be
scared of anybody.
“Absolutely not,” Harris said.
“We're not backing down from nobody.

Any team that's in front of us, we're
prepared and we're ready and willing to
do whatever we can. Be on the lookout
for the next couple of years for Hutch
Tech football and what we're trying to
bring to the table.

CLASS A1 FEATURE

Drake Leads Jamestown with Hometown Pride

Toughness, enthusiasm, discipline.
Those attributes, according to
head coach Tom Langworthy, are
known as “The Jamestown Way.”
Since 1893, those who have suited up
for the Red Raiders do so with pride.
“It’s a generational tradition in
our community and it’s something
that’s important in our community and
we talk about that with our players,”
said Langworthy, now in his 15th
season. “They understand that they
are part of something much bigger

By Joe Kraus

than themselves and I think that’s a
great life lesson.”
In 2021, Jamestown finished
12-1 overall, won the Section VI Class
A championship (first in program
history since 2014) and advanced to
the NYSPHSAA Class A semifinals
but were eliminated by Christian
Brothers Academy (Section III.)
“The experience those players
had last year will pay dividends this
year but last year’s over though,
whether we won the whole thing or

not,” said Langworthy. “We’re still here
right now and we want to be able to
take advantage of where we are right
now and not dwell on the past,
whether that’s the good or the bad.”
One player determined to bring
home more postseason hardware is
senior and four-year varsity starter
quarterback Trey Drake. The North
Dakota State commit was named
All-WNY Honorable Mention last fall
after he threw for 1,450 yards and 15
touchdowns. Since 2019, Drake has
recorded 3,628 passing yards and 44
touchdown passes and could pass
Jake Sisson ’14 for the program’s
passing yards (4,839) and touchdown
(49) records.
“We’ve had a lot of wins with
Trey as our quarterback and he’s
worked just hours and hours at the
quarterback position,” said
Langworthy. “(Senior year is)
important to him. It’s important to us
and we feel like we’ve got a good
thing going for us with him at
quarterback.”

Growing up, young Trey
attended team practices with his father
and athletic director, Ben, and saw
Langworthy’s coaching style – and
Jamestown’s traditions – in person.
“He’s kind of like the neighborhood kid
that you see, even when he’s little,

that you’re watching growing up,”
Langworthy said. “I think that’s
special.”
While the duo is focused on the
upcoming Jamestown season,
Langworthy said North Dakota State

has a “winner” in their near future with
Drake on their team.
“I think they’re getting a great
player, a great prospect,” Langworthy
said. “He’s got a ton of potential for
the college game. They’re really
gonna like him.”

CLASS A2 FEATURE

Hamburg Relying on Refermat in Trenches
Unfinished business.
That’s how seventh-year head
coach Jeff Tripp described the
upcoming season for the Hamburg
Bulldogs. And based on an intense
summer workout schedule, the players
are eager to carry last year’s
momentum forward.
In what Tripp described as “one of
the most rewarding and enjoyable
professional experiences” of his career,
Hamburg finished 7-3 overall in 2021
and advanced to the Section VI Class A
semifinals as a four-seed but lost to
Frontier – the program’s farthest
sectional postseason run since 2014. A
major highlight of the season came in
the quarterfinals when the Bulldogs
edged top-seeded Grand Island on the
road in overtime, 13-7.
“(Last season) didn’t surprise me
because I know how hard we work,”
said Tripp. “I know the character of the
kids we had and how hard the staff
works… Our goal is consistency and
being (as) competitive as possible.

By Joe Kraus
While we look at last season with a lot
of memories, we’ve turned the page and
tried to learn our lesson and keep
building and improving.”
One player expected to have a
greater presence for the Bulldogs in
2022 is two-way starting lineman
Lennon Refermat. Due to injuries and
the “next man up” mentality, Refermat,
who at the time weighed over 300
pounds, saw himself playing on both
sides of the trenches until he broke his
foot in their season-ending loss against
Frontier. While in physical therapy
during the off-season, Refermat decided
he wanted to lose the extra weight and
lost roughly 70 pounds, according to
Tripp, and now weighs between
230-240 pounds.
“I think he really felt like, ‘Listen, I
want to be a two-way starter and I want
to be in better conditioning,’” said Tripp
on Refermat’s improved conditioning.
“And I think that’s difficult to do for a

high school
(student)
and young
man… He
feels like
he’s moving
better.”
Whether
he’s helping
dual-threat quarterback Jeff Leavell and
halfback Emmett Reader gain yardage
and score touchdowns or teaming up
with Aidan Matyas and Zach Jerome on
the defensive line to create pressure,
Tripp is excited to see what lies ahead
for Refermat after he built up his
strength all summer.
“He’s worked hard at it,” said Tripp.
“He’s shown discipline and shows that
he cares about the program and being
able to contribute and I think, for him,
it’s just a really positive choice and we
support him. He’s a good kid.”

CLASS A3 FEATURE

O’Malley is the new top dog at Kenmore East
By Frank Wolf
When Kenmore East posted the
job opening for the school’s Football
Head Coaching position there really was
only one logical choice.
Matt O’Malley was one heck of a
football player back in the day for the
Bulldogs. Since his playing days ended,
O’Malley pursued coaching helping him
gain valuable insight into the game,
ultimately leading to his appointment this
past spring.
You would be hard-pressed to find
someone else that cares as much about
the future of the program then O’Malley.
O’Malley didn’t just play for Kenmore East; he was the
epitome of being a Bulldog during his time as an athlete.
Whether it was making a big tackle on defense or fighting for
extra yards, O’Malley played the game to win and that desire
fuels his passion for coaching.
Tasked with rebuilding a program that has seen better
days, the question isn’t whether or not O’Malley can turn
things around, the question is how soon?
The first order of business?
“Putting together a great staff,” O’Malley said. “Then
build relationships and let people see who I am, why I coach
and how I coach.”

Numbers haven’t always been great for
the Bulldogs. It wasn’t that long ago that
Kenmore East had to forfeit games due
to player eligibility and that was before
the pandemic.
“We have good numbers in all the
levels. Right now, we have 116 student
athletes in our three programs,”
O’Malley said.
O’Malley says during the offseason
the core group of returning players
worked out together.
“Once I took over, we did some
nights in the Paddock Golf Dome, we competed in the Cross
Training Athletics 7-on-7, we have had our summer
weightlifting/ training going from the last week of June, we
were able to participate in a couple uppers sessions with
O’Hara and went out to Medina to do a camp with them and
Lew-Port. With the
short number of
practices before game
one, it’s vital to get
extra work in. I’m
proud of the work our
guys have put in in
pre-season,” O’Malley
said.

According to O’Malley rebuilding the program will take
time. But laying a foundation that holds players accountable
to themselves will help shape the kind of program he
envisions.
“What we are creating is a team where guys care
about each other. We want them to be accountable to

themselves and to their teammates and work towards being
the best version of themselves, not just in football. We have
made great strides so far but this is always a work in
progress, O’Malley said.
The Bulldogs will open their season against McKinley
on Friday night at Riverside.

CLASS B1 FEATURE

Lake Shore looking for more from Kaczmarek
By Jack Kreuzer
After a record-setting 2021 campaign, Lake Shore wide receiver Aiden
Kaczmarek is set to have an even more impactful senior season.
During his junior year, Kaczmarek set the Eagles’ all-time record for
receptions in a season with 33 grabs as the team’s top target. He went on to rack
up 310 receiving yards and 4 TDs on the season.
Fourth-year Head Coach Dan Russell describes his number one wide out
as a ‘jitterbug’ type player. “Aiden’s shifty and fast, but plays tough. He plays 30-40 pounds heavier than he is.”
While Lake Shore had limited running backs on the roster last year, the 5’6 Kaczmarek stepped up and led the team in
rushes as well, getting 48 touches out of the backfield.
“Much like an Isaiah McKenzie or Tyreek Hill type, if we can get him the ball in space, he’s bound to make something
happen,” Russell said.
Looking to add more of a speed element to his game, Aiden joined the Eagles’ track team last spring, running the
100-meter dash, while working on the bunnies: participating in the high jump, as well.
“All that work has paid off for him,” Coach Russell added. “On a grass field, he ran a 4.7 40-yard dash time this fall. Even if
he’s not getting the ball, the defense won’t be able to ignore him.”
On the gridiron, it was a trying year for the 2021 Lake Shore Eagles, posting a 1-8 record in Class B. However, through
the difficult moments, Kaczmarek was always a light in the locker room and on the field.
“He’s the first guy to pick his teammates’ heads up. If someone drops a pass, whether it’s in practice or in a game, Aiden’s
telling them to look up and that they’ll catch the next one.” Russell said. “He went through those tough days when he made the
jump from modified to Varsity as a sophomore.”
Expectations are high for the senior, who will see time on both sides of the ball. Coach Russell says he wouldn’t be too
surprised if Kaczmarek ends his Lake Shore career as the all-time leader in receptions and receiving yards, as he could break
both single season marks again this year.

CLASS B2 FEATURE

Jones expected to once again soar for Purple Eagles
By Jack Kreuzer
2021 was shaping up to be a stellar season for the Albion Purple
Eagles, that is, until their star quarterback Amari Jones went down with
an ankle injury on the final drive of their last regular season game
against Medina.
Jones, who had been the starting gunslinger since his sophomore
year, was supporting his team through the second round, while on
crutches sidelined for the postseason. The three-sport athlete elected
not to play his junior basketball season, focusing on recovering for
football.
“He represents a lot of the tradition that we have here; working
hard, being committed to the team, and being a team player,” said
Purple Eagles Head Coach David Skrip. “Amari is the ultimate
competitor.”
Since the dual-threat QB was called up from JV his sophomore
season, Amari Jones has been a presence both in the locker room and
under center.
“He’s got a certain aura about him,” Coach Skrip said. “He’s like a
general. Everyone feeds off of his energy. The younger kids look up to
him and his classmates love him. When he speaks, everybody listens.”
After suffering the season-ending injury last year, Jones has been laser focused on coming back better than ever for his
senior campaign.
“He’s worked hard all offseason. He’s worked on reading the defenses, his body, everything. He’s been in the weight room
all summer.” Coach Skrip went on, “We worked a lot at 7-on-7s, he went to a bunch of college camps. You can tell he’s in the
best shape he’s ever been this year.”
Through success, injury, and everything in between, Amari has had the closest teammate any athlete can ask for, pushing
him every step of the way; his brother. Javon Jones, also entering his senior year, has been Amari’s number one wide out his
whole life.
“They’re always on the same page together, especially when a play breaks down…they love to compete against each
other, but when they’re on the same team, it’s something special to watch.”

Something that may enhance the Russell Wilson-esq QB this season is the implementation of a rushing attack that Albion
audibled to for the playoffs last season while Jones was sidelined.
“It definitely will be something teams have to think about when they play us,” Skrip said of his running game. “It may open
up plenty more chances for Amari to make plays with his legs, and he’s not afraid to do that.”
Jones’ name is undoubtedly already in the Connolly Cup conversation for this season. Will that change how he prepares?
“Not at all,” said his HC. “It will only push him to be more well prepared, and to help this team get better because he’s
such a team-oriented person.”

CLASS C NORTH FEATURE

Medina prepares for 2022 with help from former NFL pro
By Adam Gorski
Things look different for the Medina Mustangs coming off one of their best seasons in
school history.
The Mustangs finished 11-1 going unbeaten locally, which culminated in a 58-6
thrashing of Fredonia in the Class C title game at Highmark Stadium to claim their second
straight Section VI championship. However, gone are huge contributors that helped get
them to that point like quarterback Xander Payne and running back Iversen Poole along
with their top three receivers, meaning it’s a new era of sorts for coach Eric Valley.
“We’re not talking about winning sectional titles right now, we’re talking about getting better every day,” said Valley, who
enters his 14th year at the helm.
With three players still vying for the starting quarterback gig, Valley will lean heavily on his experienced offensive line and
workhorse running back Noah Skinner, who led his team in rushing last season, as well as his defense.
“One of our bright spots is Noah Skinner, he’s a real bowling ball, tough kind of a runner,” Valley said. “I think our key this
year is to control the ball, move the chains and play really good defense. We’re not
going to be as explosive as we have in the past.”
The Mustangs will also kick off their season with an added boost – literally.
Former NFL pro Mike Vanderjagt has been training with Medina’s kicker Cole
Callard this offseason and will be on the sideline on Valley’s staff. Callard, a
sophomore who kicked one field goal for the Mustangs last year, has seen his
improvements get him an invite to Kicking World’s national showcase in December in
Austin, Texas.
It all began when Valley got a call in the weight room from Medina’s vice
principal about somebody asking if he needed help with kickers this past spring.
“My jaw just kind of dropped,” said Valley on meeting Vanderjagt. “He wanted to
know if we needed any help with kicking and I said ‘as a matter of fact, we have a very promising young kicker.’”
It adds another weapon to Valley’s team, one that he has not had in years past.
“For years, the thought to kick a field goal never even crossed my mind,” he said. “Vanderjagt keeps reminding me he’ll be
tapping me on the shoulder every fourth down … I think in a close game, to have a weapon like that is going to be crucial.”

CLASS C CENTRAL FEATURE

Depew expects big year from Walden
By Adam Gorski
It’s a new season, but the Depew Wildcats have their sights on a division
championship repeat.
After a 6-3 season which included a 5-0 mark within Class C Central in 2021,
coach Mark DiRienzo’s team will look to find success after losing key pieces, most
notably leading rusher Carson Alberti, who accounted for the fourth most rushing
touchdowns in all of Section VI with 23 last year. Quarterback Chris Peters has also
graduated.
“Carson (Alberti) was a big loss,” DiRienzo said. “With the loss of him, it’s a different year with different kids, so we have to
adjust with what we have.”
What Depew does have are Mohamed Khalil and Jemery Clark, both senior running backs who will look to fill the void left
by Alberti, along with some other underclassmen that DiRienzo will be looking to get the ball to.
“This year, we’re looking to spread it out more,” DiRienzo said. “We really counted on Carson getting the ball 22 to 25
times a game … We can use all our weapons and get them the ball in different situations and different ways, I think that’s the
adjustment we’ll have to make.”
Defensively, one name sticks out on the Wildcat roster: Nick Walden.
The senior lineman returns for his third year on varsity after leading the team in tackles his previous two, and he has the
potential to write his name in the record books with an even better senior campaign.
“There’s definitely potential he could (break a record),” DiRienzo said. “He’s all over the field and he does not stay
blocked. If the ball is away from him, he will get to it … It seems like he never gets tired.”
Not only is Walden the focus of Depew’s defensive line, he’s a leader that DiRienzo relies both on and off the field.
“Nick is very vocal, he’s a thinker,” DiRienzo said. “He’ll explain things to the younger guys, he’ll pull aside JV kids from a
drill and teach them the right way to do things. Naturally, he’s going to be a leader this year.”
Depew welcomes Pioneer at 7 p.m. on Saturday to kick off their 2022 season.

CLASS C SOUTH FEATURE

Salamanca’s Success will be tied to Stahlman
By Francis Boeck
The Salamanca Warriors went an impressive 8-2 in
2021 with their only losses coming to
Fredonia and Lackawanna.
Salamanca returns four starters on
each side of the ball from last season,
including running back Jesse Stahlman.
“We knew as a freshman the
potential he had with his body size (6’ 1”,
200 lbs.),” said Salamanca head coach
Chad Bartoszek, who enters his fourth
season. “What separates him is his speed.
He can fly. He’s a physical player, he likes
contact. Sometimes we have to tell him to
avoid it a little more. He had a really nice
year last year.”
Stahlman, who enters his senior
year, led the way for the Warriors with
1,044 rushing yards (fourth most in Class
C) and 10 touchdowns last season.
The tailback stepped up big for the
Warriors in the second game of the season
against Southwestern. Senior quarterback Hayden Hoag got
injured in the second quarter and their back-up QB at the
time was only a freshman.

“We put Jesse in at wildcat-quarterback,” Bartoszek
said. “He kept us in the game. He never
played quarterback before. He held us
together; he ended up throwing a
touchdown pass. We eventually ended up
putting our freshman in on the last drive
and ended up winning the game.”
“It was one of those moments where he
took that opportunity and said ‘you know
what I’m going to lead us here.’ He went
from a really good football player to a great
one.”
Stahlman also plays middle linebacker for
Salamanca. He finished with 38 tackles
and 5 sacks.
“He kind of runs the show back there,”
Bartoszek says. “He’s your prototypical
middle backer. He plays downhill. Jesse is
fast enough to get to the edges. We try to
turn things back into him.”
“He really fits that mold of what a Warrior
football player really is.”

CLASS D FEATURE

Hind, Cardinals Looking Ahead for ’22 Season

The Randolph
Cardinals were atop of
Class D in Section VI last
fall, going 10-1, capturing
the Section VI Class D
Championship in a 26-0
victory over
Franklinville-Ellicottville.
Xander Hind was a
major catalyst for the Cardinals in that matchup – rushing 23
times for 141 yards and picking up two touchdowns and
along with a 29-yard touchdown reception.
As far as the entire season went, Hind led the team with 234
carries for 1,837 yards (7.9 yards per carry), scoring 24
touchdowns.
He was also stellar on special teams – returning four
kicks for a total of 104 yards and a touchdown, and seven
punts for 174 yards and another touchdown.
“He’s a talented, natural runner, and he’s fast,”
Randolph coach Brent Brown said. “He’s bulked up over the
off-season. He’s gained fifteen pounds and he’s developed
even more speed, so he’ll be a handful.”
Amongst eligible running backs in Section VI last
season, Hind was fourth behind Dominac Allen (Bennett),

By Alex Kolstee
Jaylen Butera (Jamestown), and Christian Lewis (St.
Mary’s).
One of the big keys for Hind’s success? Randolph’s
offensive line. And he’ll have the benefit of having that same
line coming back.
“Our whole line is returning, and they should be just as
tough as last season. I would look for him to have a good
year,” Brown remarked.
As far as team expectations go Coach Brown says,
“There’s so many things that must go right to get far, but
we’re going to focus on getting home playoff games, and
then hopefully making to The Ralph. Everyone wants to get
there and win, and we’re no different.”
With nine players on offense and nine players on
defense returning for the Cardinals, they will be looking to be
on top of Class D once again this season.
Brown is looking to his group of seniors to lead the
way.
“Xavier is one of our leaders, but overall, this whole
senior group has been great leaders as well. Many of them
have played varsity now for four years and have been
successful all the way through. We had a rough spring
[2021], but they stepped up last fall and improved. They
expect to win this season, and the kind of leadership they
provide is something you don’t find easily.”

MONSIGNOR MARTIN FEATURE

Corona sees progress amidst St. Joe’s rebuild
Mike Corona knew when taking
the head coaching position at St. Joe’s
two years ago that bringing the
program back to its glory would take
time.
Now, entering the 2022 season
and his third at the helm, he’s
beginning to see the culture he’s
worked to instill come to life.
“This was our first full of year of
football where the kids could get in the
weight room in January,” Corona said.
“We’ve got three teams and about 130
kids this year … So you can start to
really see a ton of development
happening much faster.”
The Marauders have gone a
combined 2-10 the past two seasons
with a young, inexperienced roster.
This year, they return senior Aaron
Jentz at quarterback, tight end and
linebacker Henry Murphy and tailback
Dion Anderson, giving Corona much
more familiar and experienced options
up and down the roster.

By Adam Gorski

Beyond individual names, more
of a cohesiveness between all three
units has been a bright spot early on.
The defense looking more aggressive,
the offense controlling the ball better
and his team understanding the
importance of special teams all could
lead to improvement.
“Last season, it was more about
guys getting better individually and as
a group,” Corona said. “You started to
see guys become less selfish in
practice and work harder in games

and look more like a team product …
They’re starting to get confident and
pay attention to the little details, which
usually translates to a competitive
year.”
Corona has tried to put an
emphasis on players leading rather
than simply coaches leading, a facet
of the culture that he is starting to see
on and off the field. He mentioned
freshmen holding older players to the
right standard as an example.
“When you start to see the
players saying what you’re saying,
your culture is on the right way,” he
said. “We still have some bumps here
or there and some things we’re still
teaching the kids, but it’s become less
about me holding them accountable
and more them holding themselves
accountable.”
St. Joe’s opens their season at
home against St. Michael’s (Canada)
at 2 p.m. on Sept. 10.

COLUMN

BEING FRANK…
By Frank Wolf
As we begin a new high school football season here in Western New York, I wanted to take
a few moments to remember two pillars we lost in our community, Dennis Sarow and Miguel
Rodriguez.
Sarow was the long-time chairman of the Connolly Cup, the committee tasked with naming
the best high school football player in WNY. Sarow was a major contributor not just in football but
in many sports locally. Sarow traveled to many different schools throughout the fall scouting
players, reporting to a number of outlets and assisting in weekly rankings of teams.
This was Dennis’s favorite time of the year as he took great pride in reading about the abundance of talent we had on the
gridiron.
Sarow passed away back on May 26th.
Rodriguez was The Buffalo News chief high school sports reporter.
If Miguel was at a game, it was a big deal. Nobody wrote a better game recap or player feature article than Rodriguez.
Miguel had a way of telling a story and describing game atmospheres that kept readers attention. Quite often, Rodriguez was
the last person to leave the field, usually making conversation with the maintenance worker on his way out.
Rodriguez died on January 31st at the age of 47.
The influence these men had on WNY high school sports should not be
forgotten.
WNYAthletics will dedicate its high school sports coverage to both
Dennis Sarow and Miguel Rodriguez.
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