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CLASS AA FEATURE

Evans sparks Quakers to opening night
win over Clarence
By Mike Pidanick
It's a rare sight to see a pass
bounce off the fingertips of Orchard
Park standout receiver Dylan Evans
but that's what happened on the
Quakers' first drive of the season.
OP coach Mike Cieslik wasn’t
worried even for a split-second that his
star wide receiver wouldn’t soon
redeem himself. And of course, that
happened.
Evans caught a 24-yard
touchdown pass on the first play of the
second quarter and OP was off to the
races and a 36-13 win over Clarence
on Friday night in the season opener
for both teams.
"I sprinted down to him," Cieslik
said "and I told him 'Dylan, get some water because we're coming right
back to you next drive.’ And sure enough he came right back and delivered.
We expect that, Dylan's one of our guys."
And after the game, Evans wasn’t thinking about the drop or the
touchdown or the passing game at all. He was mostly interested in talking
about the Quakers’ rushing attack, led by sophomore Carter Switek, who
ran 11 times for 110 yards and three touchdowns.
"Our run game was really good today," Evans said. "That's something
that hasn't been there in a few years, but we have a really good running
back in Carter."

A running game will make the Quakers an even bigger challenge and
help open things up for the perennially powerfully passing attack.
And the latter starts with Evans, who caught five passes for 86 yards
in the opener - but he's still convinced he actually scored three. A nifty
one-handed TD grab was negated by an offensive pass interference call
and a diving grab late in the game was ruled out of bounds.
"I think I scored two other touchdowns but they didn't call it that way,"
he said with a laugh. "I still scored one and I'll take it. At the end of the day,
the team eventually got into the end zone and we got the win so that's all
that matters."
And that's Evans mindset this season. He may have emerged as a
superstar with a terrific junior season, his goals are based around bringing
that Section VI trophy back to Orchard Park.
"I'm just doing anything I can to help the team win in any way," he
said. "Our goal for the season is obviously nothing short of sections. That's
the big thing.
The 6-foot-3, 185-pound senior is definitely a player to watch in 2022.
As a junior, he caught 54 passes for 830 yards and 17 touchdowns.
"There's no one better - not just in Western New York - but New York
State to throw to," said senior quarterback Ben Gocella, who threw for a
touchdown and ran for another in the opener. "It's a blessing to have him."

CLASS A1 FEATURE

Campana a Strong Leg For Clarence
By Joe Kraus
In 30 seasons of
coaching in the
Clarence football
program, Paul
Burgio has
developed many
talented players
who wear the
red-and-black
colors. But no one,
Burgio said, has
progressed as
quickly in a
calendar year like
kicker Zach
Campana.
“It goes from a
kid that can kick to
now, as a senior,
made kicking a
craft,” said Burgio.
“And that’s where the
story should go now
because this kid has
worked his tail off to
become a technician
of the skill.”

Now a senior,
Campana has
mastered the art of
kicking and made his
mark in the
program’s record
books. Last season,
Campana broke the
program’s
single-season record
for most extra-point
attempts (45), a
record previously
held by Chris

Coppola during
Clarence’s
sectional
championship
run in 1998.
While this
consecutive
streak was
snapped in the
second quarter
of Clarence’s
36-13
season-opening
loss versus
Orchard Park on
Sept. 2, Campana
converted in the
fourth quarter and is
now within range of
passing Coppola’s
career record of 58.
Burgio taught
Campana in middle
school and knew of
the student’s soccer
background. Last
August, Burgio
received a message

from Campana’s
father saying his son
wanted to try out as
the team’s kicker.
The next day, young
Zach arrived at
practice, knocking
down five straight
extra points down
the middle and over
the height of the goal
post.
“My jaw started
to hit the ground and
I yelled to my
assistant coach, ‘Go
get this kid a helmet
right now! He's our
new kicker!’” said
Burgio, citing this as
his favorite moment

with his player. “My
philosophy with
kickers is, ‘If he’s
good, don’t mess
with him.’”
This past
summer, Campana
participated in the
Hammer Kicking
Academy and was
one of 40 specialists
invited to their
nationwide camp in
Orlando, Fla. Having
a kicker with “ice in
his veins,” as Burgio
said, has only
enhanced the Red
Devils’ overall style
of play.
“We get the
ball inside the

30-yard line, I don’t
have to worry about
scoring a touchdown
on every drive,” said
Burgio. “He’s going
to be automatic.
Those three points
on a drive where you
might go for it on 4th
and 10 and lose
possession versus
kicking off and then
getting those three
points and trusting
that he will do a
perfect kickoff and
pin the other team
back, that’s huge
confidence for the
head coach

CLASS A2 FEATURE

Rieselman Leads Jacks with “Next Rep”
Mentality
By Joe Kraus
\

Hall of Fame quarterback
Peyton Manning once said, “It’s
not wanting to win that makes you
a winner; it’s refusing to fail.”
This is how Nash Rieselman
has played quarterback for North
Tonawanda the past four seasons.
“(Nash) shows up every day
ready to work and ready to get
better when he could’ve easily

been like, ‘I’m not doing it today
because I’ve been taking too
many hits,’” said NT head coach
Ben Bunker. “He’s got a motor.
He’s always next-rep focused.”
A recent example came in
NT’s season-opening 38-12 loss
against West Seneca West on
Sept. 3. Trailing 6-0 early in the
first quarter, the NT offense

responded as Rieselman (5 of 10,
68 yards) connected with Moses
Merchant on a 40-yard touchdown
pass to tie the score at 6 with two
minutes remaining in the frame.
The Indians then recorded 26
unanswered points and led 32-6 at
halftime. Rieselman and the
Lumberjacks, though, played
through the final horn.
“He’s always wanted to
reach the highest standard,” said
Bunker. “That’s what I really love
about him.”
After starting on JV as an
eighth grader, Rieselman has
progressed on varsity since his
first snap in the 2019 season.
Through 25 career starts,
Rieselman has recorded 2,162
passing yards and 35 total
touchdowns (28 passing.)
“He’s getting kids to come
out to play football,” said Bunker.
“He’s been progressing that way
and he’s really strong with
(leading) and I think this is the
most comfortable I’ve seen him.”
A three-year offensive
lineman, Bunker protected NT
quarterbacks Keith Bogdan ’08
and Mike Tuzzo ’10. Rieselman,

Bunker said, shares aspects of
their personalities.
“The way Mike carried
himself, I think, just having that
confidence in snap after snap,
even if you take a lick, you’re
getting right back up and going
right to the next one – I see a lot of
that in (Nash,)” said Bunker, a
2009 graduate. “Keith was one of
the smartest kids in his class.
(Nash’s) a really intelligent kid
also. He’s all about his academics
and that’ll help him in the long run,
for sure.”
There’s no official word
whether Rieselman will play
collegiately – but Bunker believes
he would thrive at the next level.
“You get that dual-threat
(play) from him and, I think, the
leadership that he’ll bring and
progress and to build on – any
coach will be happy about getting
that into their system,” said
Bunker.

CLASS A3 FEATURE

Big Three and Company leading
Amherst
By Frank Wolf

The Tigers haven’t won a season opener since 2011 - the very first year
Jason Beckman was named head coach.
So, it was no wonder Beckman had trouble finding the words to
describe the feeling of winning another 11 years later when Amherst
defeated Starpoint 13-0 on Thursday.
“I’m ecstatic. Truthfully I’m happy for all of these guys,” Beckman
said. “It’s a lot easier going to practice tomorrow at 1-0, I’ll tell you that
much.”

Last year Amherst finished 2-7 and a mostly one-dimensional team.
The wins came against Williamsville East and North Tonawanda who
combined for three total victories.
The Amherst offense was led by Teddy McDuffie Jr., almost a
1,500-yard rusher with 24 touchdowns. His departure along with other
notable contributors such as Jack Foster and Beau Haubeil seemingly left
Amherst looking for leadership.
In come seniors Caleb Nicholas, Jack Dossinger and a sophomore in
Grady Brown to lead the pack.
“Our history had been low turnout in the off season workout
department, but those three guys really bought into what we’re trying to
build around here and it starts with a team first mentality,” Beckman said.
“They are the Big-3 that really made a commitment this past off-season to
work harder during the winter and spring and they pushed each other and
their teammates to do
the same.”
Those sacrifices
brought big dividends
Thursday night at
Starpoint, with the Big
Three and company
leading the way.
Nicholas finished with a
game high 121-yards
rushing and two TD’s
while Brown showed
good command of the
offense.
There were some moments that could have overshadowed the giant
steps Amherst took on Thursday, but thanks to an experienced sideline of
coaches, those areas of concern were quickly corrected.
Beckman has a trio of former head coaches assisting him on the sideline
this season.
Colin Brinson, Jeff Sabatino and Joe Shifflet are all part of the Tigers
staff this season. Sabatino, the former JFK head coach is taking over the

defensive coordinator duties. Brinson, a former Nichols head coach as well
as an assistant under Sabatino at JFK is coaching the linemen.
“Jeff was our JV head coach last year and he and I have a lot of
familiarity together,” Beckman said. “Pretty amazing that our defense
pitches a shutout in his first game as DC. And Colin and I go way back
when we were assistant coaches at Tonawanda. What can I say about
Coach Shifflet, it’s not often someone with 60 years of coaching experience
hops on board.”
“I certainly know that having so many former head coaches might
present a problem in our messaging to the players but it hasn’t been a
problem at all. We all want the same thing and that’s what is best for the
kids.”
With that mentality and the commitment of the core group of returning
players and seniors gives Amherst a belief in themselves that may have
been lacking. The win last Thursday gives them the confidence they will
need as they head deeper into the season.

CLASS B1 FEATURE

Barry sets the tone for Iroquois
By Jack Kreuzer
The Iroquois Chiefs
opened their 2022 season with a
31-14 victory at Southwestern on
Friday night. With plenty of
unique talent across the offense,
the Chiefs offense is predicated
on their rushing attack, led by
returning starter Trevor Barry.
“He loves to set the tone,”
Iroquois Head Coach Robert
Pitzonka. “I just had a talk with
him the other day telling him that
he doesn’t need to bowl
someone over every play.”
As just a sophomore last
year, Barry ran for over 1,300
yards and a mind-numbing 25
total TDs for the Chiefs, who
went 10-0 before losing to WNY
Maritime/Health Sciences in the
Class B Sectional Championship.
“There’s maybe two running backs I’ve ever seen that were just as
dominant at the high school level, but there’s no one that’s had the
complete package like Trevor.”
With WNY Maritime moving up to Class A, the Chiefs of Iroquois
know that the expectations are high, but they’re still focusing on one game
at a time, improving week by week with a majority underclassmen team,
including 4 first year starters on the offensive line.

A Connolly Cup favorite this season, the 6’1, 215 lb back launched
his junior campaign with a 233 yard rushing performance, capping two runs
off in the endzone.
The three-sport athlete has garnered some collegiate attention for his
play on the lacrosse field, as well as the wrestling mat, but his heart
belongs on the gridiron. With hopes and expectations to play football at the
next level, numerous D-I programs have come to see Barry at work.
Syracuse, Buffalo, Maine, and New Hampshire are some of the programs
that have made the trip to Iroquois to check out the junior jumbo-back.
“He’s had a ton of looks from Ivy’s and Patriot League schools,”
Coach Pitzonka said. “He’s a stellar student, posting grades in the 90’s
consistently, so those schools were interested right away.”
After his 1,300+ yard season last year, Barry worked hard all
summer, prepping to enhance his running abilities, and get even more
touches. He came within an arm's length of the single season rushing
record at Iroquois last season, set at just over 1,600 yards.
“Endurance was the focal point of his offseason,” Pitzonka says.”Last
year, as we got late in games down the stretch, we wanted to get him on
the field a bit more.”

CLASS B2 FEATURE

Warburton leads Warriors’ comeback attempt
By Jack Kreuzer
The Cheektowaga Warriors
fell just shy of completing a
comeback of miraculous
proportions, falling 27-24 to the
West Seneca East Trojans
Saturday night, after trailing by
12 in the fourth quarter.
The catalyst of that
comeback was senior running
back Camren Warburton.
“He’s one of our captains,
and you saw that on the
sidelines last night,”
Cheektowaga head coach
Lackie said. “When we were
down in the fourth quarter, he
was on the sidelines keeping everyone engaged and focused.”
The 6’0, 230 lb Warburton willed his team back within three points
with a steller 184 yards and a TD on 16 carries.
“He ran hard, he was carrying a guy on a bunch of big runs. Even
through some cramping issues, he toughed it out,” Lackie said about
Warburton’s effort on Saturday. “He’d break off a big run, cramp up, get
stretched on the sidelines and come back two plays later and do it again.”
His performance in week 1 of the 2022 season came as no surprise
for those that saw Warburton play last year. He certainly brought the boom
back from last year.

“Last year, we had a duo with Cam and another running back, Jalen
Henlon,” Coach Lackie said. “We called it the thunder and lightning
package, we relied on him a ton.”
After a junior season that saw Warburton rush for 11 touchdowns,
with 952 yards on 165 carries, Camren spent the offseason getting faster.\
“He’s a hard worker and in the best physical shape he’s ever been in.
After Warburton joined the track and field team last spring, Lackie credits
the coaching staff at Cheektowaga Central for giving Warburton more ‘tools
in his toolbox’ to use during football.
Entering his Senior season, Warburton’s name is already in
conversations surrounding the most prestigious award in WNY high school
football.
“We want to be a successful team, and he's a huge part of it.” Coach
Lackie continued, “We expect him to compete and bring energy to the team
each week.”

CLASS C NORTH FEATURE

Fumerelle returns to the sideline to lead
Tonawanda
By Adam Gorski
After a winless 2021, it’s
a brand-new year and
era for the Tonawanda
Warriors football team,
and they began it with a
victory.
The Warriors
utilized a 16-point third
quarter to overcome a
halftime deficit and
propel themselves to a
22-20 victory over
Eden/North Collins in a
non-league clash on
Friday night at Clint
Small Stadium.
A massive day on
the ground for running back Alex
Gallo paved the way for
Tonawanda (1-0) to snap a
12-game losing streak dating back
to two seasons ago. The senior
captain tallied 239 yards on 29
carries to go along with three
touchdowns.

The win on Friday night marked
not only a step in the right
direction for the Warrior program,
but another milestone in the
journey of first-year head coach
Henry Fumerelle.
In June 2016, while
Fumerelle was the head coach at
North Tonawanda, he was
involved in a car accident that left

him with a broken tibia and fibula
among other injuries that
contributed to a blood clot. The
damage done to his body forced
him out of his role at NT and
coaching for some time.
Last year, he assisted Brian
Davis at McKinley, which he said
got the coaching juices flowing
again and was offered the
Tonawanda job soon thereafter.
“I hadn’t really thought about
taking on the head reins again, I
was real happy helping Brian
[Davis],” Fumerelle said. “So, I
actually called a few of my
assistants and they said they’d be
in if I got in the position, and
luckily enough, I did.”
So, when Fumerelle took
over with the Warriors, he knew he
had work to do to build up the
program -- work that has already

begun. He has already seen
improvements, with larger
numbers playing on Tonawanda’s
junior high team and effort put in
from his varsity squad.
When he took the field on Friday
night after his turbulent last few
years, while the moment meant a
lot to him, he knew it was just as
important for his team.
“It’s definitely special, but it’s
not about me,” Fumerelle said. “It’s
about the boys and how hard they
have worked … We have a saying:
‘we don’t hope to win, we deserve
to win.’ Because of the body of
work we put in, I just hope for the
boys to have a successful season
and continue to move forward.”
The Warriors look to make it
two wins in a row when they travel
to Akron to face the Tigers at 7
p.m. Friday.

CLASS C CENTRAL FEATURE

Nolan back on the gridiron for
Springville after 2-year break
By Francis Boeck
Springville was tied 8-8 at
the half but lost a hard-fought
game to Burgard, 22-8, in their
season-opening game on Friday.
Gabriel Murphy ran 17
times for 94 yards and Wyatt
Michalski took 14 carries for 76
yards, scoring the Griffins’ lone
touchdown.
One of the Griffins creating
running room for Murphy and
Michalski was junior Teagan
Nolan, who played his first
organized football game in over
two years Friday night.
Nolan had grown up
playing in the Boston (NY)
Patriots Little Loop Football and
was a part of the Springville
modified program in eighth grade but took a break from the sport after a
couple of concussions.
“He made it through maybe two or three weeks of season then he a
had concussion (with the Boston Patriots) and one here,” Springville head
coach Brian Kader said. “That was the third or fourth in a long list of
concussions and mom kind of said ‘you’re done.”
Nolan’s athletic career didn’t completely stop – he has been playing
basketball for the Griffins for the past few years.

But Kader wasn’t going to give up on Nolan, who also made eight
tackles Friday night, coming back to the gridiron.
“I started a little bit to get after him during basketball (last year),”
Kader said. “We have guardian caps, we have speed flex helmets if you’re
parents are still concerned.”
However, the biggest factor in Nolan coming back was his best friend,
Max Perry, a three-year starting lineman for the Griffins.
“(Perry) was working on him,” Kader said. “He got (Nolan) out to do
track and throw shot-put in the Spring.”
Kader thought Nolan was coming out to play after talking with him at
the end of the track season, but he didn’t show up to the first summer
workout – prompting an email to check-in. Nolan responded that he and his
family had decided against playing.
But Kader was in for a big surprise.
“Literally the next day he was at our summer practice,” Kader said. “I
was like ‘you just told me no’ and he was like ‘yea I changed my mind’. He’s
made all of our summer stuff since then.”
Kader says that while Nolan is still getting the rust off – he’s expected
to be one of the Griffins' top players this season.
“He’s the biggest kid on our team and he’s the nastiest kid on our team,”
Kader said. “It’s good to have him back.”

CLASS C SOUTH FEATURE

A Family Affair for Fredonia
By John Carubba
The Fredonia Hillbillies
opened up their 2022 slate with a
convincing 34-13 win over the
Akron Tigers Saturday.
The Hillbillies stormed down
the field and scored on their first
drive of the game. Senior captain
and signal caller Ethan Fry
scrambled in for the first TD of the
game. Fry scooted into the
endzone for his second TD in the
second quarter making it 13-0.
After Akron scored late in
the first half, the Hillbillies
countered right away in the second as running back Micah Davis scurried
in to make 20-7.
In the 4th quarter, Fry threw a TD pass to WR Jay Hawk and then
capped his stellar evening with a 30-yard QB-keeper.
Fry was the star in this one with three rushing TDs and a passing TD.
Fredonia’s rush defense was superb in between the trenches. Fredonia
looks to make it two in a row against Allegany/Limestone on Friday.
They say that football is a family game, fathers and sons gather
together and watch a big game every weekend, but for some that translates
to the sidelines.
Head coach Greg Sherlock has an opportunity that most would
dream of, coaching with his sons.
However, for Coach Sherlock it’s not a dream it’s reality.
“My youngest son Jordan always wanted to coach and my other son,
Justin, also joined,” Sherlock says.

However, just because it’s family on the coaching staff doesn’t mean
it’s all fun and games.
“It can be trying; I expect more from them than the other coaches.
Bottom line, I don’t play favorites,” Sherlock says.
Don’t let that fool you however, he still places a heavy premium on
the family dynamic.
“A lot of the team chemistry comes from the coaching staff, we are
really good friends, we are one big football family, I’ve never had a
closer-knit team than this one. And that will certainly help us out on the field
this season.”
In Fredonia, Coach Sherlock and his sons are proving that football
indeed is a family affair.

CLASS D FEATURE

Familiar Names on
2022 CSP Squad
By Alex Kolstee

The
Clymer/Sherman/Panama
Wolfpack have had a lot to be
proud about the last four years
since the three schools combined
programs for football, baseball,
and track.
Football won state
championships in 2018 and 2019
and have been one of the best
programs in Class D since.
Baseball went to the state
championships in Binghamton this
past spring, and CSP has also
sent a handful of athletes to the
track and field championships.
For coach Ty Harper, and his
cast of players led by the likes of
Bryce Hinsdale, Alex Barmore,
Tate Catanese, and John Watson,
there are a lot of sources of

motivation coming into this
season.
Certainly not the driving
force, but a huge influence, was
the state championships that were
won in 2018 and 2019. For
Hinsdale, Barmore, Catanese, and
Watson, all four had siblings that
made an impact on the field for the
Wolfpack in those state title runs –
Gerrit Hinsdale, Cameron
Barmore, Braden Cook, and Sally
Watson.
“It’s not so much about being
motivated, these kids just know
how to play. They haven’t made it
to that point yet but watching their
older siblings from the sidelines
when it did happen, that gave
them a taste of what that stage
was like,” Harper said. “They got
to walk out on the turf at the
Carrier Dome and Highmark, and
once you experience that, you
want it for yourself. For them, the

opportunity is there, and they’ll
write their own story.”
“I was a manager for those
two teams,” Bryce Hinsdale said
following CSP’s week one 40-14
victory over Wilson, where he
picked up 9 receptions for 143
yards. “Ever since, I’ve wanted to
go to the Dome again, and that’s
our goal.”
CSP will look to be at the top
of Class D again, especially in a
more competitive division that now
boasts eight teams.
“If I’m being honest, I think
every year the best teams are

always good. D is super
competitive and doesn’t get
enough attention, and it’s a
gauntlet with two or three teams at
the top every year,” Coach Harper
said. “We preach take it one day at
a time and get better every day,
and with the guys we have, if we
continue to improve, there’s no
reason for us to not compete at
the end of the season.”

MONSIGNOR MARTIN FEATURE

Defending champion Red Raiders to
lean on Kidd
By Adam Gorski

The St. Francis
Red Raiders know
they’ll have a target
on their back
entering the 2022
season as reigning
Monsignor Martin
champions, but it’s

tough to think they
won’t be ready for
the challenge of
defending their title.
“It’s a good
tradition to keep
having it that you’re
defending

champions,” said St.
Francis head coach
Jerry Smith, who is
entering his 34th year
at the helm. “But all
the kids realize last
year was last year
and it was a great

accomplishment, but
this is a brand-new
team.”
Their 21-10
victory over Canisius
in last year’s
championship game
saw the Red Raiders
(who finished 7-4
overall) lean on their
stingy defense that
forced five Crusader
turnovers. Heading
into this season, St.
Francis returns six
players on that side
of the ball, but bring
10 back on an
offense with talent
galore.
One of the
biggest names of
those returners is
running back
Ricardo Kidd, who
was an x-factor with
the ball in his hands

last season. Kidd
averaged just under
100 yards on the
ground per game
and totaled nine
touchdowns in 2021,
and his coach is
expecting even
bigger things for the
returning senior.
“He’s back and
bigger, faster and
stronger,” Smith
said. “He just sticks
his foot in the ground
and runs you over
and then can run
away from you … I
think he’s really
feeling that this is his
year.”
It’s not just
Kidd’s powerful and
effective running
style that has Smith
high on him.
“The kids do
look up to him, they

want to see how he
works in practice,
what he’s doing,”
Smith said.
“Sometimes kids
don’t want to speak
up … he’s one of
those guys who you
can talk to and he’ll
make changes. He
does a great job of
understanding that.”
The Red
Raiders will open
their season on
Friday with a trip to
Uniondale, N.Y. to
face Kellenberg
Memorial, with
kickoff slated for 7
p.m.
“Without
having a game this
week, we’re getting
awful edgy,” Smith
said. “We’re ready to
hit somebody else.”

COVER STORY

Zimmer ‘thankful to be alive’ after return
to coaching
By Adam Gorski
There was an elevated sense of
passion and emotion in Sweet Home
head coach Jeremy Zimmer’s
postgame speech following his team’s
41-28 season-opening win over
Kenmore West.
The Panthers’ triumph marked
Zimmer’s second victory of the night.
“I think I won just by being out
here,” he said.
Zimmer returned to the sidelines
on Friday night after months of recovery
from two strokes he suffered October
27 of last year, an experience that left
him in the ICU for 10 days and threatened his life.
“It was the toughest thing I ever had to deal with in my entire life,”
said Zimmer, who’s now in his fourth year as head coach of Sweet Home.
“There’s a lot of people in the same position as me who have died or have
had much more disabilities afterwards. I’m extremely thankful just to be
able to be here and be with my family.”
Zimmer was driving home from a doctor’s appointment that late
October Wednesday, the week of Sweet Home’s sectional playoff game
against Frontier, when he felt something was wrong. He pulled over to the
side of the road and got out of his truck and began asking for help before
suffering his first stroke and collapsing on the pavement.
The first person to pull over and aid Zimmer was none other than
Niagara Wheatfield athletic director, Matt McKenna.

McKenna has known Zimmer for years as the two were involved in
physical education teaching, and he said he had just caught up with him a
month or so prior to the episode when the Falcons hosted Sweet Home.

“I was driving northbound and I see this gentleman step out of
his truck and all of a sudden, he’s saying ‘help me, help me,’ so I pull over,”
McKenna said. “I just kind of went into rescue mode. He kept saying ‘I’m
feeling really hot’ so I helped him get his jacket off and underneath, I saw
‘Sweet Home football’ and it was almost a simultaneous reset and I
realized it was Jeremy … I can still remember the feeling, my throat just
dropped.”
McKenna proceeded to call an ambulance and Zimmer’s wife,
Michelle, while residents of the house the cars were stopped in front of
came out to help before first responders arrived quickly.
Zimmer suffered his second stroke in the hospital when the
blood clot, originally in his vertebral artery, travelled to his cerebellum, and
after his extensive ICU stay ended, he returned home.
However, his recovery journey had only just begun.

“I started to learn most of the stuff you’re going to get back from your
strokes are in the first six months and you can get stuff back up to a full
year,” Zimmer said. “I decided right away when I get to that one-year mark I
want to look back and know I did everything I possibly could.”
The first three and a half months of Zimmer’s recovery were the
toughest, as he described a lack of stability in his life and his world often
spinning. Despite that, he still started physical and occupational therapy
right away, committing time five days a week to both – which also included
work to help restore his speech and vision.
He suffered another episode on January 27, three months to the day
of his first, which left him back in the hospital.
“I thought I almost died again,” he said of that setback.
In the months that followed, Zimmer continued to dedicate himself to
working towards recovery, and accomplished a milestone by returning to
work at Sweet Home at the end of April and followed that up later in May
when he returned to meeting with the football team. Those were his first big
tests within a louder, more hectic environment – and while it was not the
smoothest transition, he felt it was a necessary one for him.
All that effort culminated in his return to the sideline on Friday,
an achievement that would not have been possible without the heaps of
support he received.
“The support I got from everybody was just incredible, but what
really saved me was my wife,” Zimmer said. “I wouldn’t have been able to
do it without her for sure,
she was my savior …
Everybody: the team, my
assistant coaches,
they’ve just been
amazing. They’re just like
family.”
Capping off
Zimmer’s first game back
with a win was largely
thanks to his senior
running back Jordan

Theodore, a player his coach called one of the hardest working kids he’s
ever been around. The captain totaled 256 yards on 27 carries and five
touchdowns.
Theodore dedicated the win and his performance, the best of the week
across Western New York, to his coach.
“This [win] is for him,” Theodore said. “We couldn’t have done it
without him and we’re blessed to have him back … I can’t thank him
enough, he goes all out for us so we’ve got to do it right back for him.”
With the season now in full swing, dates on the football
schedule in the coming months will surely catch Zimmer’s eye, but another
date will as well: October 27, a year on from his episode and the day he will
get to thoroughly reflect on the progress he’s made towards recovery and
the attributes he’s regained.
For now, he’s just grateful to be back coaching his squad.
“It’s been a lot of work to get to this point,” Zimmer said. “It’s still
going to continue to be a lot of work moving forward, but I just couldn’t be
happier to be out here tonight on a beautiful night with my guys and just
seeing how excited they are. They played their tails off.”

COLUMN

BEING FRANK…
By Frank Wolf
During our first week of football everyone
is excited about a new season and all of the
accolades that will go with it. There are a
number of different organizations made up of
volunteers with the sole purpose of highlighting
individuals as well as team achievements.
The Connolly Cup, Trench Trophy and
Cross Training Athletics are just a few of these
dedicated groups. Each organization will meet regularly to discuss topics
related to football, specifically the awards and recognitions they will be
looking to present. They all do it without wanting any special recognition.
Even still, I believe they deserve it, especially knowing the work these
members put into it each week.
It’s a thankless job. I appreciate you folks and so do all of the players.
Kids (really talking to the parents right now), if you don’t see your name
after week 1, it’s not the end of the world. Work harder. If you don’t see
your name after week 2, work harder. In the end, you job is to win football
games, that should be your focus. College recruiters are looking at your
film, all of it, even when you’re standing on the sidelines. Worry about your
play on the field and everything else will take care of itself.
As a committee member myself, I have never had a coach at any
level ask me if you were ever a finalist for the Connolly Cup.
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