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CLASS AA FEATURE

Perry looks to close his high school
career with win on his college field
By Mike Pidanick
Bennett standout lineman Rashard
Perry has dreams dreaming of finding
football glory at the Carrier Dome but the
Syracuse University commit isn't thinking
about playing for the Orange next year – not
yet. The Tigers are loaded again and the
state championship is the only target right
now.
"I'm looking to win," he said after
Friday's dominating 36-7 win over Clarence
at All High Stadium. "Right now I'm not
focused on how people see me, nothing like
that. I want to win states and that's all I'm
worried about."
The Tigers got started on the right foot
in Class AA action dominating the
undersized Red Devils up front and running
for more than 400 yards with a large committee backfield. Ja’Meer Thomas,
Cureem Hathcock, Shamier Land, Jayden Lewis and quarterback Antonio
Davis all picked up rushing TDs against Clarence and Noah McDuffie also
ran for 61 yards (and got an interception on defense.)
"It's a great combination," Perry said. "We've got speed, we got
power, we've got elusiveness, all of that combination in that group.
Bennett improved to 1-1 overall, coming off a Week 1 overtime loss to
Erie power McDowell. An even bigger challenge awaits as the Tigers travel
to Youngstown, Ohio to take on Austintown-Fitch, which is already 5-0.

"Finch is a powerhouse program," Bennett coach Steve McDuffie
said. "I know I like my guys and they like their guys and we're just going to
put our cleats on the ground, line up and give them our best shot and try to
make all of Western New York proud of us."
And Bennett has plenty of talent too as Perry is one of at least four
Tigers planning on playing Division I college ball starting next year. Jayden
Lewis committed to the University at Buffalo. Demari Clemons has offers
from UB and Syracuse and Thomas has an offer from Akron.
For Perry, the choice was clear after his visit.
“Of course I’m excited,” the 6-foot-2 262-pound Perry said. “There are
a lot of reasons … the defense; it's close to home so everybody can come
see me play; how they treated me, it's like a big family and they knew
exactly what I wanted to do when I got there. Everything was just great.”
Perry committed to Syracuse in April after a dominant junior season
that saw the Bennett reach the state championship game. He led the state
last season with 23 sacks and showed his dominance against Clarence on
Friday with 11 tackles, three for loss.
“I'm really happy for Rashard Perry,” McDuffie said. “I've always told
him what he does in private, he'll be rewarded for in public. That work ethic
speaks for itself when you see him get on the field and play. Like I told his
mother and father three years ago: 'Get ready for a heck of a ride. It's going
to be big things for that kid in his future.’”

CLASS A1 FEATURE

Fletcher Takes Flight as Falcons’
Gunslinger
By Joe Kraus

One of the fiercest creatures
in nature, the falcon symbolizes
one’s strong will and determination
in accomplishing a goal. And
throughout his years competing in
the red-and-black,
Niagara-Wheatfield senior Xander
Fletcher has displayed these traits
when it comes to helping the
Falcons succeed.
Known for his point-guard
heroics on the hardwood, Fletcher
is now in his second season as
varsity quarterback. Last fall was
Fletcher’s first time consistently
playing quarterback since he was

on JV in middle school. Now,
Fletcher returns to the role with
the hopes of helping the Falcons
establish a new winning culture
during the fall.
“He’s not a rah-rah (guy,)”
said first-year head coach Erik
O’Bryan, also the school’s boys’
varsity basketball coach. “He’s a
very calm, cool, collected kid…
He’s pretty ‘Steady Eddie’ out
there.”
It’s been a strong start for
Fletcher in his senior campaign.
Behind Fletcher’s 259-yard,
four-touchdown performance (3
passing), the Falcons started the
2022 campaign with a 27-16
victory versus Hutch-Tech on
Sept. 2 – the program’s first
season-opening win in three
years. This performance earned
Fletcher a Connolly Cup nominee
for the week of Sept. 5. Then, on
Sept. 10, Niagara-Wheatfield
scored 20 unanswered in the
second half to trim Lockport’s lead

down to 21-20 with nine minutes
left in regulation. The Lions then
scored twice off late Falcons’
turnovers and secured the 33-20
victory. Despite the loss, Fletcher
threw for 201 yards and 3
touchdown passes – all signs he is
growing into the snap-by-snap
routine of being a quarterback.
“You just see the confidence
in him,” said O’Bryan. “And that
started over the off-season too.
You see this confidence in him
when he’s stepping back and
throwing the ball.”
Since the first encounter
nearly seven years ago in
basketball intramurals, O’Bryan
said his relationship with Fletcher

has strengthened through each
season – despite, at times, the
coach’s tough demands.
“He definitely knows it’s from
the heart,” said O’Bryan. “He
definitely knows that whatever I
can do to help him, that’s what I’m
doing. I want him prepared – not
only for the season – I want him
prepared for the next level. So
that, when he does show up on
campus and one of the six
assistants – no matter the sport –
is in him pretty hard, he’s going to
be like, ‘Okay, this is what Coach
has been talking about. This is
why Coach has been on me for a
while now.

CLASS A2 FEATURE

Hard-Working Hughes Leading McKinley
By Joe Kraus

“No days off” is easier said than done for most people – but McKinley
sophomore Tyrone Hughes is living proof of this mantra.
Behind his strong play, Hughes and the Macks are 2-0 this season
following a 24-6 victory against Hutch-Tech on Sept. 8. The Macks are
currently one of 20 teams in Section VI and one of only five teams from
Class A to accomplish this feat.
“(Tyrone) is a legit football player and works his butt off,” said
McKinley head coach Brian Davis. “He’s a very coachable kid. Anything
that you ask him to do, he’s going to do it.”

In both victories against Kenmore East (44-12 on Sept. 2) and
Hutch-Tech, the Macks posted double-digit leads at halftime and Hughes –
a defending All-WNY Honorable Mention selection – scored twice out of the
backfield. His 169-yard, two touchdown night against the Engineers was
“probably the best game I’ve seen him have,” said Davis.
“He’s got a little bit of everything,” said Davis on Hughes’ physical
running style. “He’ll make you miss. He’ll run you over. He’ll run around
you. He can catch out of the backfield. He can line up in the slot. He’s one
of those do-it-all kind of guys.”
Defensively, Hughes has been just as effective as the team’s starting
middle linebacker (13 tackles, one sack.) Described by Davis as a
“bloodhound,” Hughes turns up the intensity for the entire defensive unit.
“I feel like the guys know when Ty’s in, Ty has their backs – they have
Ty’s back – and Ty’s going to make a play,” said Davis. “He’s a force…
Wherever the ball’s at, man, he’s going to find it.”
In the locker room, Hughes is considered one of the team jokesters,
but, when attending class, the same unwavering focus he has on the
gridiron transfers over completely. Having his own experience playing at
Edinboro University and briefly in the Canadian Football League, Davis
believes Hughes’ hard work mentality will pay off in the future.
“His work ethic is just second to none, honestly,” said Davis. “He’s
always trying to get extra work in the weight room. He’s always trying to get
extra work on the field. And, in the work force, that’s just the same way he’ll
be. He’s just a hard worker.”
McKinley returns to action when they host Kenmore West in their
Class A-2 opener on Friday, Sept. 16. Kickoff is set for 7 p.m. at Riverside.

CLASS A3 FEATURE

Falcons still dominant in new league
By Frank Wolf

Fifth-year program WNY Maritime Charter/Health Sciences
(WNYMCHS) Falcons are back up in Class A after three-straight sectional
titles in Class B.
2018 was a rough first year as one would imagine with the Falcons
going 2-6 overall. Section VI placed WNYMCHS in Class A, Division 3 with
title contenders South Park, Starpoint and Williamsville South.
Each of those schools beat WNYMCHS by a combined score of
108-38. The season began against Monsignor Martin heavyweight Canisius
in week 1, where the Crusaders throttled the Falcons 42-14.
Despite the losses, towards the end of the season you could sense
that a standard of excellence started to resonate with the young,
inexperienced squad.
The Falcons went on to win the Chuck Funke Bowl that year.

After that first season, WNYMCHS moved down to Class B. The
Falcons tore it up from that point on. They won 10 games including the
Class B Title in their first trip to Highmark Stadium and later reached the
state semifinals
The Falcons followed that up with two more sectional titles, including
another trip to the state semis last year.
This year, in part due to their success in Class B, WNYMCHS was
moved back up to Class A, which is all well for Parker and his team.
“We control what we can control and that’s how we practice and how
we play on game day,” Parker said last year.
After two weeks the Falcons continue piling up wins against Section
VI foes. In week one they shutout Grand Island 34-0 and this past Saturday
night they scored a convincing win over the Billies 28-6.
Parker told his team on Saturday that even though they are younger
this year then in recent seasons they still have a lot of skill and talent on the
roster, they just have to find ways to execute.
“This was a sloppy win for us, it was ugly but we’ll take it and move
on,” Parker said Saturday night following the win over Williamsville South.
“I’m proud of these guys though, it was a hard fought game and we made a
lot of nice plays, our defense came up big.”

CLASS B1 FEATURE

Former QB now leading Lancers on the
sidelines
By Jack Kreuzer
The
Lewiston-Porters
Lancers fought
hard but lost to a
tough
Cheektowaga
Warriors squad,
45-7 in a
non-league
game Friday
night.
Leading for the
Lancers on the
sidelines for the
second week in a
row was alumnus
Derek Tracy.
It’s always a
feel-good story when
a former athlete
returns to their alma
mater to coach that
team. The
Lewiston-Porter
Lancers former
Quarterback was the
protagonist of that

story this offseason,
when the ‘04 grad
took over head
coaching duties.
During his time
as a player, Tracy
started under center
as a freshman, going
1-8 his first season.
Year after year,
Tracy continued to
grind, develop, and
build relationships
with his teammates

that paid off on
the field. A 3-5
sophomore
campaign was
followed by a
7-3 junior year
with a playoff
game.
Had it not been
for a broken leg
during the first
game of the
2003 season,
Tracy would’ve
gotten the start at
‘The Ralph.’ The
senior could do
nothing but watch
and cheer on his
brothers from the
sideline as they
posted an 8-2 record
and sectional
championship
appearance.
Tracy
recovered from the

injury and played a
couple seasons at
SUNY Brockport
before returning
home to the Niagara
Falls region. He got
involved with youth
football in in the area
right away, and while
student teaching in
the Niagara Falls
City School district,
Tracy was the
Wolverines' modified
football coach.
After taking a
break from football,
Tracy returned to the
gridiron in 2020 as
offensive coordinator
at his alma mater,
working under John
Hoover. During the
postponed COVID
season played in the
spring of 2021, the
Lancers went 1-3,
earning a 14-7
victory over East
Aurora/Holland. The
following season
would be the last for
Hoover as HC, going
1-8 in the fall of

2021. That’s when
the job opened up
for Derek Tracy to
take the reins and
build toward bringing
back the glory he
experienced back in
the early 2000’s.
“I want this
program to be
successful,” Tracy
said. “I want these
kids to experience
the same things I got
to: being apart of a
team, building
together, win or lose
creating memories.
That’s what’s most
important.”
Coach Tracy is a
huge proponent of
getting athletes in
the weightroom to
build a program back
up.
“This summer,
we had an average
of 22 players every
day in the gym lifting.
That’s huge when
you’re trying to
change the culture.”

Interestingly enough,
for the 2022 season,
the first year Head
Coach has plenty of
faith in his starting
QB, a freshman in
Mason Bonito.
“I see a lot of
myself in him, as I
started at QB when I
was a freshman. We
were able to build
something special in
my 4 years back
then, and I know
Mason has all the
tools to be that
leader for this group
of Lancers.”
While the
season hasn’t
started the way
Tracy would’ve liked,
starting with two
non-league losses,
the Lancers HC
knows that the wins
will come, as these
players have already
bought in 100% to
him, his staff, and his
stories of old Lancer
glory.

CLASS B2 FEATURE

Benton credits organizational skills with long
career of coaching success
By Jack Kreuzer
The Dunkirk Marauders battled to the
end but lost a tough 12-7 decision to
Olean Friday night in a Class B affair.
Leading the way was one of the
area’s most experienced coaches,
head coach Mark Benton.
From coaching high school football in
his 20’s, to setting state records on the track in his 30’s, to working side by
side with Jim Kelly during the 1990’s, Benton has been heavily involved in
the sports scene across Western New York since he graduated from
Gowanda High School in 1974.
Benton continued his academic and athletic careers at the University
of Pittsburgh at Bradford, where he was a member of the basketball team.
After transferring to Brockport State College, Benton continued his athletic
career on the track.
Benton took his talents that he had become known for on the track as
a sprinter and brought them over to Dunkirk, where he became a student
teacher and Varsity track and field coach. While with the Marauders, he
worked under football HC Dan Elvin for one season, learning a lot in the
1978 season.
A year later, Benton was welcomed back to his alma mater, hired as
the Gowanda track and field head coach. Within a year of his time at
Gowanda as a coach, he was given the reins of the Panthers’ boys varsity
basketball team. Prior to Benten’s term, that Gowanda team had a 21-107
under the previous head coach. Within three years under Benton, the
Panthers were Section VI Champions.

At age 23, Benton was hired as Gowanda’s JV Football head coach,
with plenty of players in the school being aware of the young coach’s
talents on the track and hardwood. Again, Benton’s leadership led to
immediate impact, starting his head coaching career on the gridiron with
three straight wins.
After a hefty dose of Gowanda Panther success on the football field,
Benton left his hometown to take over the head coaching job at Dunkirk in
the mid 1980’s.
While that job would fall through at the tail end of the decade, there
was a new calling for Benton: Director at the Jim Kelly Foundations, during
the heyday of Kelly’s Buffalo Bills. Years later, out of the COVID-19
pandemic, and after the most successful decade in Dunkirk football under
Mike Serittori, Benton returned to the head coaching role just four weeks
before the 2021 high school football season began.
Coach Benton credits his organization habits as the reason he’s able
to turn programs around in short order again and again. Those skills were
instilled in him at a young age when Benton would assign teams on the
playground during recess at Gowanda elementary and middle schools.
While a sophomore in high school, Benton organized a football game
composed of students and parents alike, scheduled for the morning of
Thanksgiving. This ‘Turkey Bowl’ game was returned year after year,
through November snow storms and pandemics alike. This year, the 50th
annual game will take place at Gowanda High School, featuring the lone
member to have participated in all 50 games, who else but Mark Benton.

CLASS C NORTH FEATURE

Silverbacks finding their footing after
initial hardships
By Adam Gorski
It’s been a tough first couple of seasons for
the Roy-Hart/Barker/Lyndonville Silverbacks
since their football merger between the three
schools back in 2020, but now in their third
season, things are beginning to trend in the
right direction.
Last game, however, the
Silverbacks fell 48-6 to defending Section VI Class C champions Medina on
Friday night, failing to slow down the balanced and high-scoring Mustang
offense.
The loss dropped RBL to 1-1 as they came out victorious in
their first matchup of the season, a 22-20 comeback victory over Alden.
The team has leaned on running backs Wyatt Sherman and Justin
Terwilliger for the bulk of their offense thus far, with the duo combining for
292 yards through two games.
Starting the season out with a win gave the Silverbacks some
momentum, matching their win total from last season and giving the
program a reminder of the work they’ve put in to reach this point.
“We’ve gone through some dark days and dark times together,”
RBL coach Joe Suhr said. “It’s strengthened us and it’s really brought us
together and instilled trust in one another that we’re there for the right
reasons … I think getting off to a good start tells us ‘okay, we can be this
team we want to be.’”
After the initial merger over two years ago, the Silverbacks were
forced to play eight-man football in the COVID-shortened spring 2021

season due to a lack of numbers. Once they could bring in enough for
11-on-11 in the fall, a 1-7 season followed.
Suhr mentioned having just 19 kids when the merger had first
commenced, and once they managed to accrue more numbers, some
players had little to no football experience, meaning he and his staff were
truly building from the ground up and focusing on teaching the
fundamentals.
Now, the program is hovering between 85 and 90 kids through
its ranks, a credit to the job Suhr and his staff have done.
“We just recruited like crazy, which was not easy during the pandemic,”
Suhr said. “We were very raw and playing a lot of kids who were freshmen
and sophomores [the past two seasons], it was tough to kind of piece it
together … We’ve started to gain kids since the first week of school, they
want to come play for this team now.”
RBL returns to action on the road against Lackawanna at 1 p.m. on
Saturday.

CLASS C CENTRAL FEATURE

It's always ‘Sunday’ in Lackawanna

By Adam Gorski
There’s just one undefeated team left in Class C Central: the
Lackawanna Steelers.
Lackawanna put on a dominant showing in a 36-6 victory over Alden
on Friday night, improving them to 2-0 on the season.
A big day for quarterback Billy Gechell led the way offensively, as the
senior finished 10-for-21 for 206 yards and three touchdowns. Fellow
senior Shyheim Smalls put up numbers on both sides of the ball, tallying
four catches for 86 yards and a score along with 14 tackles to lead his
team.

Smalls and Gechell are both key pieces in what has grown into a
talented, balanced and experienced Steeler offense.
“In the past, we’ve been a really heavy run team,” Lackawanna
coach Adam Tardif said. “But this year it seems the passing game is really
opening up the run for us, so we do have that good balance.”
While Tardif’s offense is off to a strong start, so is his defense.
Lackawanna is holding opponents to an average of 11.5 points per game
early in the season, and the beating heart of it plays on the defensive line:
senior Sunday Ikegwuonu.
Ikegwuonu, a four-year starter for the Steelers, has been dominant
through two games, tallying seven sacks (to lead all of Section VI) along
with 19 tackles. At 6-foot-3, 240 pounds, his combination of height, speed
and power makes him a challenge for any offensive line, with Tardif adding
that Ikegwuonu has even beaten some of his skill players in sprints during
practice.
To his coach, it’s just business as usual for the star lineman.
“He’s a threat every time he lines up against you,” Tardif said. “We’ve
had some good players come through here, but he might be one of the
best. He’s got a really good head on his shoulders.”
In the locker room, Tardif describes Ikegwuonu as a quiet leader –
one who lets his actions do the talking.
“He leads by his example,” Tardif said. “It’s his effort and the fact that
he’s always there, he doesn’t miss workouts. He’s just one of those kids
that works his butt off for you.
Lackawanna will look to stay unbeaten when they welcome
Roy-Hart/Barker/Lyndonville for a non-league matchup at 1 p.m. on
Saturday.

CLASS C SOUTH FEATURE

Grove took the long and winding Road
to take over Gators
By John Carubba
The
Allegany/Limestone
Gators offense struggled
in a 26-3 loss to 2021
Section VI Class C
finalist to the Fredonia Hillbillies on Friday night.
The Gators were only down 7-3 at halftime. However, Fredonia came
out strong in the second, scoring three more touchdowns sealing the win.
Kevin Edwards–Hardy led the way offensively running for 50 years on nine
carries. Andrew Giardini made 13.5 tackles.
It has often been said that the path to where you want to end up is
rarely straight. For first year Allegany/Limestone Head Coach Marcus
Grove nothing could be more accurate.
“I’ve served under former HC of Allegany-Limestone Paul Furlong,
then I went to St. Bonaventure, before returning to Allegany/Limestone
where I am now HC.”
The living embodiment of the late Johnny Cash hit single “I’ve Been
Everywhere”, coach Grove has put in countless amounts of blood, sweat
and tears to become a Head Coach.
However, with great power comes great responsibility.
“There are definitely more challenges; developing weekly practice
plans, weight room plans, etc.”
Despite these tribulations, Coach Grove is excited about the
continuity of his team.
“We have 26 returning players, of which 18 are seniors. We hope that
experience will benefit us.”
As far as influences go, Grove has a special one in mind.

“Peyton Manning. I love how he played, how classy he was, Peyton
helped influence the person and coach that I am today.”
As Coach Grove begins to take his rightful place at the helm of the
Gators he can thank the long and winding road that ultimately led him to
the right place.
Allegany/Limestone will try again for their first win of the season with
a game in Salamanca on Friday.

CLASS D FEATURE

Frewsburg up for the challenge of
returning to 11-man
By Alex Kolstee

and has since spent the last three
seasons playing 8-man football
against mostly Section V schools.
In their last season in 8-man, the
Bears went 7-1 overall with a 5-1
league record, their lone loss
coming at the end of the season to
Red Jacket.

The Frewsburg Bears last fielded
an 11-man football team
independently in the fall of 2015.
That year, they went 5-5, with wins
over Clymer/Sherman/Panama,
Westfield/Brocton, and
Cattaraugus-Little Valley in the
regular season, before ultimately
falling to Franklinville-Ellicottville in
the Section VI Championship
game.
After that, the program merged
with Randolph for two seasons,

This season, Frewsburg returns to
11-man in a Class D division that
is going to be anything but easy –
with the likes of Randolph, CSP,
Portville, and
Franklinville-Ellicottville also vying
for a visit to Highmark Stadium in
November.
For Head Coach Terry Gray, he
knows it is going to be a tall task.
“We’re just going to be taking it
game by game,” Gray said. “We
have the talent, it’s just a matter of
growing every week and getting
experience with a young team.”

The Bears enter the season with
three seniors returning from the
8-man squad, with another five
seniors that are playing for the first
time since their eighth-grade
years. There are eleven
sophomores returning for the
Bears.

Amongst the returners are Vinney
Sanfilippo, Draven DeJesus, Pat
Spencer, and Chase Haglund.

“I think what’s most important is
just getting enough experience for
these guys,” Gray said. “We’re a
young team, and the best thing
you can do is just get these kids
playing time.”

Every week is going to be a
different challenge for the Bears,
but with each passing week,
Coach Gray expects them to
improve week by week.
“Experience is going to be key and
gaining experience every week is
only going to make us better.”

“Our big thing is for our seniors to
lead by example,” Gray said.
“We’re looking for them to be the
glue that puts this team together.”

MONSIGNOR MARTIN FEATURE

Doctor to play big role for inexperienced
Crusaders
By Adam Gorski
Kraig
Kurzanski took
over a young
Canisius team in
his first year as
head coach of his
alma mater, and he
saw a lot of that
inexperience in
their substantial
week one loss to
Walsh Jesuit (OH).
However, his
team held its nerve
on Friday night, as
the Crusaders
downed Aquinas,
14-13, to score their
first win of the
season.
After Dyrell
Howard-Dolson
punched in a
one-yard rush to give
Canisius a 14-7 lead
early in the fourth
quarter, Aquinas
answered back with

a touchdown of their
own with 8:39 to
play. However, the
Crusaders managed
to block the ensuing
extra point, which
proved to be the
difference and they
would hang on from
there.
With his first
win at Canisius
under his belt,
Kurzanski is hoping
to see more of the

same as the
season continues
on.
“It was slow in
the beginning,”
Kurzanski said of
his team’s
progress in the
first few weeks.
“The kids, the
coaches, we’re all
starting to get on
the same page …
[the players] are
understanding what
it means to give a
great effort.”
After starting
seven sophomores
and just two seniors
in week one,
Kurzanski knows
that he’ll be leaning
on a young core
throughout much of
the year. However,
one of those
veterans he is

confident he and
quarterback Nicholas
Penuvchev will rely
on heavily is wide
receiver Mike Doctor.
The 6-foot-1
senior scored the
Crusaders’ lone
touchdown against
Walsh Jesuit, and
Kurzanski is
expecting big things.
“He’s our
number one guy,”
Kurzanski said. “We
expect him to go out
there and win those
one-on-one
matchups.”

Doctor is
coming off an
impressive junior
campaign in which
he tallied 736 yards
on 41 catches to go
along with seven
touchdowns, and his
coach anticipates
nothing less of him
for his final go at it in
a Crusader uniform.
“He always
has given us
maximum effort …
he’s a lead by
example guy,”
Kurzanski said.
“Mikey is going to

play a lot of plays in
a game and we
expect him to be the
best player out there.
That’s my
expectation of him
and I think that’s his
expectation of
himself.”

COVER STORY

Kinsley making a big impact for
Lackawanna after battling with
Lymphoma
By Khari Demos
The 2022 season has been good to Lackawanna Football (2-0, 1-0 C
Central). The Steelers kicked off the year with a dominant 34-17 win over
Lewiston-Porter in Week 1, followed by a Week 2 romp over Alden, 36-6,
In both wins, the Steeler defense has been formidable, limiting
Lew-Port to 183 yards gained and seven points after halftime, and an
average of 11.5 points per game allowed through two weeks. One of the

names leading the way on D in the first tilt was Caleb Kinsley, who totaled
five tackles and one sack in the season-opening win.
The fact that Kinsley is back on the field is miraculous. The senior
linebacker/tight end battled Lymphocyte-Rich Classical Hodgkin
Lymphoma, which stripped him of being on the field for most of the fall
sports II season last year and the traditional fall 2021 season.
But hearing it from Kinsley’s view, the cancer was no match for him.
“The battle wasn’t too rough in my opinion. There were days I was pretty
sick throwing up a lot, all that, after treatments and stuff,” Kinsley said. “I
lost my hair a couple
times and it grew back
curly every time. Other
than that, it really wasn’t
too bad, besides the
fact I couldn’t do
anything like sports
because I had a port in
my chest for the
chemo.”
Kingsley’s return
to the field was a
welcome sight for
Lackawanna head
coach Adam Tardif. He
and the Kingsley family
have become close over the years, as he’s coached three Kingsley boys;
Tyler, Joe, and Caleb.
Tardif reflected on the time Caleb had to spend away from the team in 2021
and how the situation took place from his perspective.
“He was undergoing treatment back then for lymphoma, and I believe
they had him misdiagnosed,” Tardif said.
“So he played one game, he sat out the rest of the [fall sports II]
season. He thought he might be able to come back but he didn’t … so
having him come back and start at outside linebacker meant the world to us
as a team. He played Little Loop Football, Lackawanna Little Loop, with all

these kids growing up. He looked great for not playing for two years. He
came and started; said he was a little bit tired. His dad and I had a
conversation, his dad was joking around saying he’s got to work some of
the rust off.
“But I think he filled his role well and I’d like to see him grow
throughout the rest of the season.”
Caleb noted how supportive the Lackawanna City School District and
the city as a whole were for him. He was able to talk about all the cards he
received and how the “get
well soon” messages got
him through.
“My family put
together a benefit for me
and the whole city came
together for it,” Caleb said.
“So everyone was really
supportive. A lot of the
team came to the benefit
as well.”
Tardif corroborated
how supportive he and the
community strove to be for
Caleb in that stretch. He
added that Lackawanna
Little Loop has stepped up
in times of need like this
when families may be
battling tough times.
But Tardif was also
able to help with the
empathy of someone who
has personally seen
Lymphocyte-Rich Classical Hodgkin Lymphoma.
“When the diagnosis first came down, just putting your arm around him,”
Tardif said. “Telling him, ‘hey listen man, you’ve handled a lot of different

things in your life, you’re going to beat this.’ My wife’s brother was
diagnosed with the same type of lymphoma, so we went through this before
as a family and I told him the story about that. I said ‘my brother-in-law beat
this, he’s got two kids now and a beautiful family,’ I said ‘you’re going to
beat this as well.’
“And just [trying to] stay positive and just encouraging him to do what
he’s got to do. Obviously, Roswell Park does amazing things and here we
are.”
For this 2022 group, coach Tardif and staff looked at the 2021 film
from the Steelers’ Week 1 loss to Franklinville/Ellicottville. He said
reevaluating that matchup gave him three points of emphasis for the kids
heading into this season.
“Working on our basic fundamentals, being in shape for the first game
of the season, and playing as a team,” Tardif said. “ … That’s our culture for
the beginning of the year. I think our team delivered on all three. … I think
our kids bought into what we were talking about and I think they, overall,
played well as a team for Week 1.”
Tardif will be expecting a lot from a senior class that has players who
have been on varsity since their freshmen or sophomore years: QB Billy
Gachell, WR/FS Shyheim Smalls, WR/CB Ashlin Alexander-Hall, LT/DE
Sunday Ikegwuonu, RB/LB Chamarr Ware, and Caleb’s brother Joe, who
plays OL and DT.
The team is connected on many levels and has years of experience
together that has developed a natural chemistry. It’s become bigger than
football and is part of why Caleb has been able to return to the field so
seamlessly.
“The kids on the team are great man. They’re real supportive of
Caleb,” Tardif said. “It’s a family-like atmosphere with all the kids in
Lackawanna. They’re very accepting of one another. It’s a small town, so
they’re all in school together and [play] sports together, so having his
supporting cast of friends there as well really helped him.”

COLUMN

BEING FRANK…
By Frank Wolf
After two weeks of the high school football
season, there are still a lot of questions left to be
answered. There are a number of undefeated
teams and a bunch looking for their first win,
including the reigning Section VI Class A
champion Jamestown Red Raiders.
Jamestown dropped their first two contests
after going against AA schools on the road. The Red Raiders look to
bounce back with a strong performance against Lockport on Friday, but
really, they just need to win at any cost. I wouldn’t worry about the Red
Raiders getting back on track, they are still the favorite to repeat as
sectional champions.
Heading into September I knew that Williamsville North had a good
group of returning players and that is evident after back-to-back wins.
Kendal Donovan and Mitch Kelly are leading the charge for the
Spartans, no doubt they are confident right now but they’ve got one heck
of a test this weekend when Lancaster (2-0) rolls into town Friday.
Curt Fischer has the Golden Cougars off to a 2-0 start after big
wins over Albion and East Aurora/Holland. Cassadaga
Valley/Falconer/Maple Grove will be featured this Friday night on
Spectrum TV as they try to stop Cam Warburton, one of the top rushers
in the Section and the Cheektowaga Warriors (1-1). This is the first big
test for Fischer and company.
The Marauders are 2-0, that’s the St. Joe’s Marauders. Head
Coach Mike Corona has seemingly turned the program around in a
relatively short period of time. They have another game this weekend
against an opponent from north of the border before they welcome

Canisius to Kenmore Avenue. The program was in complete disarray
just a few short seasons ago.
Congrats to Kraig Kurzanski, the new Canisius Crusaders head
coach. Not only did he record his 1st win as head coach but his team did
it on the road against Aquinas of Section V, where they had never won
before. Great stuff. I bumped into Kurzanski last Saturday night while he
was scouting WNY Maritime Charter/Health Sciences who just happen
to be the next team he will face (Saturday - 2pm on WNY Athletics).
Some lesser known dudes balling out early thus far that have
caught my eye are seniors Alexander Gallo (Tonawanda), Gian Nuzzo
(Franklinville/Ellicottville), Micah Davis (Fredonia). Juniors Dalton Gibbo
(Pioneer), Kaedon Holcomb (Portville) and Thomas Orsini (Williamsville
East). Sophomores Tyrone Hughes (McKinley), Carter Switek (Orchard
Park) and freshman Justus Kleitz (Iroquois).
I am looking forward to this Friday night’s game between Pioneer
and West Seneca East (Home). You have two very tough, skilled and
well-coached, undefeated teams locking horns. Tune into the WNY
Athletics livestream for what could turn out to be the game of the
weekend. Good chance this is a preview of the Section VI title game but
I’m sure Olean and Iroquois will have something to say about that. How
about Golden Cougars, are they poised for a trip to Orchard Park? That
B division is going to be nuts down the stretch.
I’ll talk about the other divisions and a few other players in next
week’s column. Enjoy the games!

COLUMN

BOECK-ING
OFF…
By Francis Boeck
This may come as a shock to
some of you but football is not cute.
Football is about precision, preparation, execution, will and focus.
Winning and losing a football game is determined by how many more
times one of my guys crosses the goalline compared to the other guy.
There are no style points.
One area of the game where I notice some folks are getting too
cute is playing calling on fourth down.
As an offensive play-caller, there are only four things you can do
when you’re faced with fourth down; go for the first down, kick a field
goal, try to get the defense to jump offsides on a hard count or punt.
I’m not a fan of all of the pre-snap movement on fourth down lately.
Neither am I a fan of the quick-hit punts by QBs standing four yards off
the ball or half of the offense motioning from a spread shotgun look to a
traditional punt formation.
Now I’m for a good hard count attempt on a fourth and short - but if
it doesn’t work take the five yards. If you want to go for it then GO FOR
IT.
And if you’re planning to punt, just punt. Have your punter 12 yards
away from the line of scrimmage so they have the room to step up and
give the ball a good boot.
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