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CLASS AA FEATURE

New Coach Cieslik Looking to Continue
Storied Orchard Park Program
By Mike Pidanick @mkpidanick
Mike Cieslik has taken over
as head coach of the Orchard Park
High School football program with
the same goals as his accomplished
predecessors. The Quakers have
won 14 sectional championships, 12
since Class AA was formed in 1996.
This season, Cieslik and his staff
are looking to be dancing at the
home of the Buffalo Bills for the first
time since 2015.
"Yeah absolutely, we want to
get back to the stadium and
beyond," Cieslik said. "This is a
storied program and we want to get
back on top. But right now we just
have to focus getting better every
week."
And the Quakers started out
the Cieslik era strong with impressive offensive showings in double-digit
wins over non-league foes Clarence, Jamestown and Sweet Home.
Week 4 was a different story as powerhouse Bennett convincingly
proved it's still the top dog in Class AA around here. The Tigers, who have
four players already destined to play Division I college football already,
rolled to a 52-10 win over the Quakers on Saturday afternoon.
But the Quakers know the season is far from over. A big showdown
against rival Lancaster is on the horizon and another chance at Bennett, a

team that reached the state championship game last season and clearly
remains locked and loaded, in the postseason is a strong possibility.
And most importantly the future of the program under Cieslik seems
very bright.
"We're a young team but we're a resilient team," Cieslik said earlier in
the season. "Right now we're just focusing on what we can do in-house,
both good and bad, so we can improve on it."
Cieslik, who served as an assistant in the program for two decades,
replaced the retired Craig Dana, who had led the Quakers since 2016. And
his guys believe in their new coach.
"We have good expectations with a new coach," senior quarterback
Ben Gocella said after the season-opening win over Clarence. "Coach
Cieslik is a great coach and it's nice to start him off with a nice 1-0.”

CLASS A1 FEATURE

Kelly Finding Ways For Spartans
By Joe Kraus @Joe_Kraus18

Tough times create tough
people.
That’s the lesson
Williamsville North head coach
Paul Palizay hoped the Spartans
learned after their Sept. 23 contest
at Jamestown. Trailing 21-0 four
minutes into the contest, the
Spartans battled the rest of the
night. While a five-yard touchdown
run from North’s Kendall Donovan
completed a 99-yard drive with
under two minutes remaining, a
failed two-point conversion

attempt allowed Jamestown to
hold onto a 35-34 victory.
“I was really happy with our
physical play but I was more
happy with our mental toughness
to battle back after such a
disastrous start and made a game
out of it,” said Palizay.
One major contributor for
Williamsville North (2-2) was
senior dual-threat quarterback
Mitch Kelly. Kelly threw for 133
yards overall and ran for two
touchdowns in the second quarter
to cut down the deficit down to
28-20 at halftime. Through four
games, Kelly has recorded 351
passing yards, 289 rushing yards
and nine total touchdowns – five
rushing. Over the past year,
Palizay said Kelly has improved in
all offensive aspects of his game.
“His passes are better,” said
Palizay. “They’re more on time. He
can move in the pocket and he
can run really well… He’s a lot
stronger than he was the year

before. He’s physically bigger and
it just helps him run the ball better
and it helps him throw a better
deep ball. He can really zip that
ball when he throws it.”
One major addition to
North’s coaching staff is Kelly’s
father, Dan, who returned after
coaching the modified program for
years. Working with assistant
coach Chad Steinwachs, the elder
Kelly has expanded the Spartans’
passing game play-calling.
“He’s been a great asset for
our program,” said Palizay. “Dan
knows football. You’re not going to
find a guy more passionate about

the game than him. It was a good
thing to bring him on staff.”
Like his older brothers –
Connor, Dylan and Zack – Mitch is
known for his physical
play-making abilities for the
Spartans. For Mitch, the passion
of the game came from his father,
siblings and uncle, Jim, the former
Buffalo Bills and Hall of Fame
quarterback.
“(Mitch is) a kid who plays
both ways and who doesn’t want
to come off the field,” said Palizay.
“There’s one of the smartest kids
on our football team and when
he’s on the field, we have a
chance to win a football game.”

CLASS A2 FEATURE

Atkins ‘a coach’s dream’ at Ken-West
By Joe Kraus @Joe_Kraus18

After watching a 20-6 halftime lead turn into a 44-27 loss against
McKinley on Sept. 16, Kenmore West head coach John Haynes told his
team they were going “back to the basics” as they prepared for a contest
with Hamburg. The change in approach paid off in a matinee held at
Crosby Field on Sept. 24.
Trailing 15-13 heading into the fourth quarter, the Blue Devils rallied
with two late fourth quarter scores, securing a 27-20 victory against the
Bulldogs to improve to 2-2 on the season.
“It was a total team effort and a great win for the program with all the
adversity that the players faced,” said Haynes.
Haynes said the victory was two-fold: the offensive line won the battle
at the line of scrimmage and the tandem of junior quarterback Danny Klein

(311 passing yards) and senior wide receiver and tailback Jermaine Atkins
“stepped up their game.” Atkins caught two of Klein’s three passing
touchdowns as part of a 9-catch, 238-yard receiving day, scored an
additional rushing touchdown and recorded an interception at cornerback in
the victory.
This isn’t the first time Atkins has dominated in his three-year career
with the blue-and-white. In a 62-36 victory against North Tonawanda on
Oct. 11, 2021, Atkins set a new program record for most rushing
touchdowns in a single game (7.) Halfway through the 2022 regular
season, the 6-foot-2 receiver leads West in receptions (14), receiving yards
(346), rushing yards (204) and has scored eight of their 15 total
touchdowns.
“He’s a coach’s dream, you know what I mean?” said Haynes. “He’s a
kid you want on the field. He gives you everything he’s got when he’s out
there. Anytime he touches the ball, he can take it to the (end-zone.) He’s
very elusive. He’s fast. He’s aggressive and he’s our lock-down man. If we
go man, he’s (defending) their number one receiver. He’s a great athlete,
great asset on the football field.”
With only six seniors on a 33-man roster, Atkins’ leadership is
significant in West’s locker room culture, such as building chemistry with
junior tailback MyShawn Porter.
“He’s very supportive of his teammates,” said Haynes. “He’s very
supportive of MyShawn… It is actually a good 1-2 punch and they really
appreciate each other.”
The Blue Devils next visit the 4-0 Williamsville East Flames in Class
A-2 play on Friday at 7 p.m.

CLASS A3 FEATURE

Birthday Boy Peoples Sparks Williamsville
South to Lopsided Win over Lake Shore
By Mike Pidanick @mkpidanick

Daniel
Peoples turned
17 last Friday
and The
Williamsville
South standout
receiver showed
he knows how to
celebrate.
"It's my birthday
so I just wanted
to have as much
fun as I can," he
said.
Peoples
scored three
touchdowns and
the Billies partied
all night long in a
48-20 win over
visiting Lake
Shore in Class A3 action.
Peoples scored the Billies first three touchdowns of the
night, the first one rushing and the next two receiving. But the star

of the show was sophomore quarterback Caiden Overkamp, who
was 20 of 28 for 316 yards and four touchdowns and ran for a fifth
score.
"Caiden Overkamp, he played amazing tonight," Peoples
said. "He's young but he's learning and he's good. He definitely
learned a lot in our first two losses and he's doing really good."
And South’s new head coach knows a thing or two about
quarterback. Joe Licata, South’s all-time leading passer who went
on to star at the University at Buffalo, has taken over the program
and he knows he’s set at QB for the next three years.
"He's special," Licata said. "When I first got here, the first
think I asked is 'Do we have a quarterback in the building?' "As a
guy that cares about that position a little bit ... it's the most
important position in all of sports. You can't win unless you have a
good one. And we have a special one.”
"When you have guys like Danny Peoples, Nolan Holtz,
Isaiah Duncan, Josh Neeley, Jason Green .... the list goes on and
on. When you have guys around you, it makes it easier to find the
open guy."
Peoples entered Week 4 leading Western New York in
receiving yards. He finished the Lake Shore game with five
catches for 60 yards and added a 15-yard TD run on a reverse.
He was quiet after the hot start but that had more to do with the
lopsided score as he was happily "able to sit back and watch my
boys have some fun."
"I wouldn't be shocked if he ends up in the top 5 (in receiving
yards)," Licata said. "He's a special athlete, he gets what we're
trying to do offensively. And he's great with the ball in his hands."
And for Licata it was a great night. The 2011 Williamsville South
graduate is possibly the school’s most accomplished athlete. He

returned to replace his former coach, Kraig Kurzanski, who is now
at the helm at Canisius.
And the “Joe Li-cata” chants returned to South late in the
fourth quarter.
“I have to act like I didn't hear it,” Licata said with a laugh.
"Nah, that was cool. It's a special thing. It's great to be back and
there's a reason why I wanted to be back here."
“I'm just honored I can be back here coaching this group of
guys.”

CLASS B1 FEATURE

Washington leading young Burgard team
By Jack Kreuzer @JackKreuzer
Friday night,
the Bulldogs of
Burgard and
Performing Arts High
Schools trailed West
Seneca East 28-6 at
the half. The former
would not score
again, with East
walking away with a
48-6 victory on their
home field.
Despite the
three-game losing
skid, Burgard head
coach Jason Kolb
sees a glimmer of
incredible ability and
potential in his team,
with their running
back Doug
Washington brushing
the dirt off of the
diamonds in the
rough.
“It’s tough
because teams key
in on shutting him
down, so we’d like

him to get some
better looks,” said
Coach Kolb, “but
still, he’s been able
to rip off a few big
runs in each game
so far.”
The lone
senior on the
Bulldogs’ roster has
amassed a team
high 302 yards
rushing, along with
one touchdown over

the first four weeks
of play.
“He's a big kid6’0, 240, pure
muscle,” said Kolb.
“He’s a downhill
runner with great
moves, but what’s
best about Doug is
that he always
wants to do what's
best for the team.”
While one of
the best offensive
weapons on the
team, Washington
brings another level
of tenacity to the
Burgard defense.
Through four weeks,
the defensive
lineman is currently
leading his team in
tackles for loss (10),
and sacks (2).
“He’s got a
great first three
steps. He’s like Von
Miller in some ways-

very explosive.” Kolb
said, comparing the
high schooler to the
Buffalo Bills’ future
hall of famer. “He’s
got a handful of tools
that he uses, and for
a big kid, he chases
down speedy backs
all the time.”
Outside of
football and the
weight room, which
he takes very
seriously,
Washington is a
basketball player as
well as one of the
best and brightest
auto-shop students

at the school. Well
respected by his
classmates and
teachers alike,
there’s plenty of
reason to believe
Washington will
continue his
academic and
playing careers at
the collegiate level.
“He’s your
typical quiet high
schooler,” Kolb said,
reflecting on
Washington’s
character off the
field. “He’s embraced
the role of the
leaders, being the

only senior on a
team with a bunch of
sophomores starting.
He’s always there to
tell the guys what
has to get done, and
they listen.”
The brick wall
of a defensive
lineman will be
leading the Bulldogs
into battle on
Thursday, as they
welcome the
Lew-Port Lancers to
Riverside High
School for a Class
B1 matchup,
streaming live on
WNY Athletics.
Kickoff at 7:00pm.

CLASS B2 FEATURE

Fischer’s Faith Instills Belief Within His Team
By Jack Kreuzer @JackKreuzer
“If I can have just one
kid every year leave our
program and become a
great father, a great role
model for the next
generation, it’s all worth it.
And most of the time, it’s a
lot more than one guy
leaving with that attitude.”
Curt Fischer has
amassed over 200 career
victories at the varsity
football level through his 33
year career. Inducted into
the Chautauqua Sports Hall
Of Fame in 2018, Fischer has always believed it’s about helping the
students become better people for life after football that matters most.
“I coach kids to be responsible, to help them in life,” Coach Fischer
said. “I remember kids that could barely run 40 yards…If you get them to
believe in themselves, once that self confidence comes out, you see a
whole different kid. That changes someone for life.”
Coach Fischer’s message has been the same throughout his
coaching career. It’s the belief that he instills within his players that has
lifted his team to great heights. Two State Championships, numerous
Sectional Titles, and decades of success on the field is the direct result of
the attitude Fischer brings to each practice, each game, each moment he
spends with the student athletes.

“Coaching is all about getting them to be great people. If they’re
gonna be great people, then they’re gonna be even better football players.”
Fischer talked about how this year’s team has bought into his
message already: “That belief in themselves was already there for these
guys. They came in on day one expecting a championship, but they all
have put the work in and are holding each other accountable each day.”
Fischer took the reins of the combined Falconer/Cassadaga
Valley/Maple Grove football program in 2020. Now in his third year at the
helm, the Golden Cougars move up to Class B, which had the outsiders
expecting a rude awakening for Fischer’s squad.
“Win or lose, going into this season, we knew we would have plenty
of chances to get better. Each week we can learn something from how we
played, how our opponents reacted, how we reacted. It all helps us to
improve.”
At the midpoint of the season, the Golden Cougars are 3-1, all in
Class B2 play, with their lone loss coming on the road in a heavyweight
matchup with the Warriors of Cheektowaga in week 3. Fischer’s team
responded their next time on the gridiron, shutting out the Olean Huskies
34-0.
“No one expected us to be here except us,” Coach says. “We believe
we can shock the world, and we’ve been doing that. In the second half [of
the season], we’ve got to continue what we’ve started.”
After a near-perfect defensive performance, the Golden Cougars
make a trip back to Cheektowaga this week, this time to take on the
undefeated Maryvale Flyers.
“They’ve got some athletes…they’re absolutely loaded.” Coach
Fischer said about this week's opponent. “We have to be an extremely
physical football team to stop them. Mental preparation is key for this week,
being ready for those game changing opportunities to arise.”
Falconer’s new Head Coach has led plenty of teams to the sectional
championship game and play at the home of the Bills. “The only thing
better than the feeling you get coming out of that tunnel is the one you get
at the Dome in Syracuse. I want all of my kids to feel that energy at
Highmark Stadium, and this team has all the belief that they’ll be there.”

CLASS C NORTH FEATURE

Snow, Newfane falling just short in close
losses
By Adam Gorski @AdamGorski_
So close, yet so far
might be the perfect cliché
to describe the Newfane
Panthers season so far.
Newfane lost another
tight game on Friday night,
falling on the road to
Roy-Hart/Barker/Lyndonville
28-26 in overtime.
In a back-and-forth
affair during regulation,
Nate Snow would run in the
first touchdown of the overtime period for Newfane (0-4, 0-3) to give them a
26-20 lead. However, the Razorbacks (2-2, 1-1) would respond with a
touchdown of their own through Lucas Drees and follow it up with the
game-winning two-point conversion.
It marked another game the Panthers just couldn't quite finish off. In
all four of their losses, they have either led or been within one score
entering the fourth quarter.
“I think we could easily [have multiple wins] if things some things go
our way,” Newfane coach Chuck Nagel said. “We’re a young team, we’ve
only got one or two seniors starting.”
One of those underclassmen making a difference for the Panthers has
been Snow, the Panthers’ quarterback who has been relied on heavily
through the team’s first four games.
In his first year under center on the varsity level, Nagel has been
satisfied with the junior’s performance.

“He’s been just fine, he’s used to being the guy,” Nagel said. “He’s
used to big pressure the game plan shows that.”
While Snow has been effective passing the ball, he’s been a weapon
with his legs as one of the the Panthers’ leading rushers. It adds another
threat that defenses have to be wary about and gives an advantage for
Nagel.
“He moves around well in the pocket and can extend plays with his
feet,” Nagel said. “Being able to use him on the ground a little bit has been
very, very beneficial for us … He’s got a great arm too and a good rapport
with his receivers, which we do have plenty of good receivers this year and
for the future.”
Newfane will continue to look for their first win of the season when
they travel to Tonawanda on Thursday for a 7 p.m. kickoff.

CLASS C CENTRAL FEATURE

Gang paving the way for young JFK
By Adam Gorski @AdamGorski_
The John F. Kennedy Bears
struggled to find offense on Friday
night, falling to Eden/North Collins
31-8 on the road for their first
league loss of the season.
The Raiders (3-1, 2-0)
scored all 31 of their points in the
first half, putting the game away
swiftly before a late JFK (1-3, 1-1)
touchdown got them on the board
in the fourth quarter.
It was a tough loss for an
inexperienced JFK team that
boasts just seven seniors.
“I’d say we’re evolving right now,” Bears coach Lindsey Taylor said.
“Our skill players, from quarterback to running back to wide receivers,
everybody is pretty young. It’s fresh, a lot of guys are still learning the
nuances of varsity football.”
One of those few seniors, Lukas Gang, has been leading the way on
both sides of the ball for the Bears. Through four games, Gang is JFK’s
leading rusher and receiver, and also has the most tackles defensively.
Taylor is well aware of just how special his senior captain is.
“I told [Gang] the other day in practice, ‘man, there aren’t many left
like you,’” he said. “There aren’t many that lives, eats, sleeps football like
him. He plays the game the right way, prepares the right way, leads the
right way.”
What impresses Taylor most about Gang, though, is his compete
level. His coach described him as somebody that doesn’t take a play off

and leads through his actions, making him an integral piece to this growing
Bears team.
“He always gives it 110%, and when you play like that you’re special,”
Taylor said. “This is a guy who hasn’t missed a practice, didn’t skip the
weight room, didn’t miss an offseason activity. He gives it his all every
single day.”
JFK returns to action on Saturday at 2 p.m. when they welcome
Alden for a league tilt.

CLASS C SOUTH FEATURE

Bourgeois leads Thunderbirds to victory
over Springville
By John Carubba
Jack Bourgeois is a leader on and off
the field. The senior tailback led the
Chautauqua Lake/Brocton/Westfield
Thunderbirds to a 28-14 home victory over
the Springville Griffins on Friday Night.
Whenever the Thunderbirds need a big play
Bourgeois has had the penchant for making them. Bourgeois opened the
scoring with a rushing TD to give the Thunderbirds the lead in the 2nd
quarter. The offense followed suit as the Thunderbirds taking a 12-6 lead at
the half. Another defensive struggle ensued in the 3rd quarter, which saw
the Thunderbirds trailed 14-12 heading into the 4th quarter. However, they
came storming back, scoring 16 points to improve to 2-2.
Other contributors included senior QB Hunter McCaslin who went 10
for 12 for 170 yds and a TD through the air. Martin Ohlsson led the team in
tackles with 11, while Damion Franklin and Ormsby each had 2 sacks to tie
for the team lead.
They say football is the ultimate game of attrition. For the
Thunderbirds one player exemplifies that is Bourgeois.
“Jack brings the physicality when running the football, he demolishes
anyone in his path,” head coach Ryan Gibbs says. “I think he has always
had the physical tools but now mentally he has mastered the ability to keep
his head in the game.”
According to Gibbs, Bourgeois possesses the clutch gene.
“Jack, I think, has a knack for finding the ball, he seems to be in the right
place at the right time.”
The Thunderbirds are hoping to pick up their first road victory of the
2022 campaign against Allegany/Limestone Friday Night.

CLASS D FEATURE

Portville’s Holcomb “A coach on the
field”
By Alex Kolstee @AKSportsWNY
The first half of the
high school football regular
season has already passed
as quickly as it came. As the
contenders start to sort
themselves out, the fight for
Class D appears to be as
fierce as ever.
Portville’s fifth-year
head coach Josh Brooks is
confident in his team’s
chances as they come into
the home stretch.
“We’re going in every
week prepared to win.
We’re not going to back
down against any team. There were a few mental and physical mistakes
we made in the first four weeks, but we just have to clear those up and
learn from it, and we can be a dangerous team come playoff time,” Brooks
said.
Leading the way for Portville is their star junior running back Kaedon
Holcomb, who has 65 carries for 374 yards and 8 touchdowns through the
first four weeks, placing him second amongst rushers in Class D. Despite a
tough game against Franklinville-Ellicottville where the Titans held Holcomb
to just 25 yards on 8 carries, Brooks isn’t too concerned.

Holcomb started the season hot, with 36 carries producing 258 yards
and 8 touchdowns in the first two games, and a lot of that can be attributed
to his preparation off the field.
“He’s a weight room kid,” said Brooks. “For his size, he’s strong and
has a lot of speed. He’s a tough kid and wants to play for the better of the
team. He knows where to find those holes and knows his teammates’ role –
he’s a coach on the field.”
Portville has an “Earn Your Stripes” program in the off season where
the players must earn 50 points to make the team in the fall. Holcomb was
one of four that earned 100 points. “He leads by example. He’s always
helping his teammates – he’ll be encouraging them and making sure they
get into the weight room,” Brooks said.
With Holcomb being a shining example on and off the field, look for
him to continue to be a force as the season winds down. Portville has
another running threat in their junior QB Luke Petryszak, and with a healthy
Holcomb, Portville has a strong two-headed monster that can run the ball
effectively and make them an offensive powerhouse.

MONSIGNOR MARTIN FEATURE

St. Mary’s, Coleman tally first win of the
season
By Adam Gorski @AdamGorski_

It’s been tough
sledding the first few
weeks of the season
for St. Mary’s of
Lancaster, but
they’ve finally broken
through into the win
column.
The Lancers put on
an impressive
offensive showing,
downing Cardinal
O’Hara 49-12 on
Saturday afternoon
for their first victory
overall and in the
league.
A 21-point first
quarter got the
Lancers (1-3, 1-0)
out to a quick,
sizable advantage
that they would
never look back
from, keeping the

Hawks (1-3, 0-1) at
bay the rest of the
game.
It marks a big
win for a team very
much in a state of
retooling after losing
15 starters from last
year’s team. This
year’s roster bolsters
26 freshmen and
sophomores out of
40 players.
“We’re young
pretty much
everywhere,” St.
Mary’s coach Matt

Ard said. “The kids
are trying hard and
we’re going to keep
getting better.”
One of those few
seniors on the
Lancers’ roster is
lineman Jamari
Coleman, who Ard
thinks has been their
biggest difference
maker so far this
season. After
transferring in from
Cleveland Hill before
his junior season,
Coleman led the
Lancers in tackles
for loss and sacks
and was also a big
component in
Christian Lewis
breaking the
Monsignor Martin
single season

rushing record last
year.
“Jamari’s our
best player,” Ard
said. “He’s still our
leading tackler every
game. He’s almost
impossible for most
high school kids to
block, he just causes
havoc.”
What has
impressed the
fourth-year coach
most about Coleman
has been how he’s

settled into a
leadership role since
transferring. Ard
described how he’s
taken on every role
imaginable as a
leader, including
working with younger
players in practice.
“To come in as
a transfer and
[become a leader] in
a year is very
impressive,” Ard
said. “He’s the guy
that makes this

engine go … He’s
the ‘rah rah’ guy,
he’s the guy that’ll
get in someone’s
face when it needs
to happen, he’s the
guy that’ll pat that
player on the back.
He gets the kids on
the sideline excited.”
Coleman and
St. Mary’s will look to
make it two wins in a
row next time out
when they host St.
Joe’s at 2 p.m. on
Saturday.

COVER STORY

From one Kleitz to the next
By Khari Demos @riri_demos

How do you go about replacing a record-breaking quarterback? For
Iroquois football coach Rob Pitzonka, it was as easy as sticking with the
same family.
“I know many of our opponents and even WNY Athletics and different
people with the news always were like ‘well what are you guys going to do
since your All-Western New York quarterback graduated?’” said Pitzonka in
reference to former Chiefs standout Trey Kleitz.

“And the ongoing joke was ‘I just recruited his house.’ It’s worked out
well. Justus [Kleitz] has really taken great strides since playing JV last year
as an eighth grader. His body’s still developing and maturing, which I’m
excited to see where he ends up as he keeps on getting older. But
mentally, he’s one of the most gifted quarterbacks I’ve worked with, where
he knows what I want him to see, he understands concepts and our offense
really well, to the extent of almost being a senior at mind.”
We all know Trey’s story; he tied WNY’s single-season touchdown
pass record (37) last fall en route to a program-best 10-win season and a
trip to the Class B Section VI title game. His name is all over Chiefs’
passing records, but he may see a familiar name creeping up on him in the
future.
For Justus, he’s been enjoying his time playing under Pitzonka and
with the pieces he has around him. His offensive line has been protecting
well by giving up just one sack, which came in Iroquois’ Week 1 win over
Southwestern. He’s playing with one of the top backs in WNY with Trevor
Barry (813 yards from scrimmage, 14 total TDs, 13.5 yards per carry) and
one of the top tight ends in Nate McGoldrick (24 receptions, 364 yards, 5
total TDs). And he’s got a defense that’s yielded 34 points through four
weeks, including back-to-back shutouts.
Justus is coming off his best showing yet, throwing for a season-high
288 yards and tying a career-best with four TD tosses in a 62-0 win over
Lewiston-Porter. In fact, the freshman QB had more TD passes than
incompletions, as he finished 19 of 22 (86.4% – a program record) against
the Lancers.
Through four games, Justus has still yet to throw an interception (12
TDs, 0 INTs).
Justus shared how helpful Trey has been in the former’s
development, noting that he took him to football practices to talk ball during
the 2021 fall season. And there’s no sibling rivalry here; Justus’ biggest
supporter happens to be his big brother.
“He’s always kept my head up and made me push myself doing
quarterback drills or even off the field, trying to keep my head up,” said
Justus, who wears No. 3 like Trey did as a Chief. “He’s been really good
with that. [He] put up great numbers and he’s just really encouraging that

he wants me to break all his records, which is really cool because
sometimes you’re stingy about that stuff and you want to keep the records.
But my brother, he’s really encouraging, and it’s really nice to see that he
cares for me.”
Of course, it’s great to hear that sentiment from Justus, but Trey was
elated to share just how happy he is for his younger brother.
“I couldn’t be more proud of Justus. He has put so much time into
lifting and football in the offseason,” Trey said. “…It’s great to see him
succeeding on that level
as a freshman. I tell
everyone that he is going
to shatter all my records
at Iroquois, and the fact
that he already broke
one only four games [in]
is crazy to me.
Pitzonka noted that
the Kleitz brothers are
each their own people.
He says what makes
them special is that
they’re both “ultimate
competitors,” which could
be seen in other sports
as well. Even as an
eighth grader last winter,
Justus was good enough
to play for Iroquois’
varsity basketball team
alongside Trey before the
latter signed to play
Division-II hoops at Roberts Wesleyan.
The Chiefs football program practices together as one unit, so
whether JV or varsity, Pitzonka gets to see all his players up close. So

seeing Justus every day as an eighth grader in 2021, he knew he could be
the one to fill Trey’s shoes this season.
“They both love being challenged and I think that’s why football
sparked interest in both of the boys,” Pitzonka said.
“Basketball comes naturally in that household, they are great basketball
players, so I think it being a different sport and understanding the chess
match that football presents in different way, like basketball’s a very fluid
sport, where football you’re resetting before every play. And you’re able to
almost slow the game down.”
One of the shared traits that Pitzonka believes the brothers possess
is the ability to lead. He said that all starts from being in a great household
with the Kleitz family.
A unique dynamic in Pitzonka’s tutelage of both Kleitz’s is his time
playing under center. He had a stint on the University at Buffalo’s roster as
a QB back in the day, so he truly knows what it’s like being in the shoes of
a signal caller.
“[QB] it’s near and dear to my heart and you have to be a leader [to
play it],” Pitzonka said. “And I always told the guys ‘I don’t care if you’re a
freshman, a senior, or a senior citizen, you ultimately are a leader, whether
if you’ve got a captain’s [patch] on your chest or not.’ Our offense is going
to take the face of our quarterback. And both of those guys took that
responsibility at the head. If you ever see a mistake happen, you’ll see our
quarterback run over to our guy and pick him up.”
Pitzonka has also passed this mentality along to his QBs in terms of
shouldering the blame too. But he does that because he knows a kid like
Justus can handle that. He’s been showing that to Pitzonka since his
middle school days.
“Justus is extremely cerebral. I was teasing him last year … I would
say ‘hey, what’s your progression on this shallow play here?’” Pitzonka
said.
“And he’s like ‘well where are the safeties?’ And I’m like ‘well they’re
on the hash and they’re staggered. The one safety’s a little bit off.’ He goes
‘well they’ll probably rotate in coverage.’ And he’s like ‘well what are the
corners doing?’ And I said ‘well they’re outside leverage looking in.’ And he

goes ‘well they’re probably cover 3, they’re rotating, so this is my read.’ And
I’m like ‘well damn, that’s pretty good for an eighth grader.’”
Pitzonka feels Justus has a leg up on the mental side of playing QB
to not just other freshmen; he thinks it rivals any upperclassmen QBs in
WNY. The Chiefs’ offense is very college oriented, namely with concepts
like RPOs and the air-raid system, which include pre- and post-snap reads.
That’s something he thinks Justus may have the upperhand on Trey with,
whereas Pitzonka added that the older Kleitz was more of a creator inside
and outside of
the pocket.
Justus has
learned a lot from
Pitzonka about
non-football
matters too, like
partnering with
players who have
disabilities
through Dream
League Baseball,
Valentines for
Vets, or adopting
families during
the holiday
season. But he’s
also in a spot
that not many
high school QBs
get in terms of working with a former college QB as their head coach.
“At some other schools, the quarterback coach teaches some other
positions and they don’t focus so much on quarterbacks,” Justus said.
“Coach Pitz really works for the little things of being a quarterback [like]
leadership, not just about football. But being a quarterback, it’s great to
have someone that played at a high level because he takes things more
in-depth, which helps a lot with my game.”

Pitzonka also talked about the success of his team being tied to the
stability under center. With a winning record behind the play of Trey and
Ethan Herbold dating back to 2017, the Chiefs’ head coach said he could
go a span of nearly a decade with three starting QBs if things pan out with
Justus.
“Maybe I could find some seventh grader for five [seasons] some day
and have him play longer so I don’t have to keep retooling our quarterback
room,” Pitzonka said with a laugh. “But right now we’ve got three freshman
quarterbacks in the program, on JV the two quarterbacks are freshmen as
well.”
One thing that has helped Justus is training with Trey and QB coach
Dave Adalezi in the offseason. But his development has had a lot of
influence from former NFL QB Jordan Palmer, who may be the top QB
coach around.
“I’ve got great contact with Jordan Palmer because he came up here
to work with [former UB QB] Tyree Jackson during his pro day,” Pitzonka
said. “We made a great connection, so a lot of the drill work that Justus is
doing is coming straight from him. … We were actually going to go, Trey’s
senior year, to the West Coast, because he does a quarterback summit
where it’s mind-body-spirit training and he brings in professionals he works
with. And he gets to chalk talk and he gets you on the beach, gets you on
the field, it’s a great experience, but COVID hit.
“…I’ve been talking with him he said he’s trying to get out here on the
East Coast to do a quarterback summit and do a three-day thing which I
told him ‘well if you pull that off, you can definitely guarantee we’ll find a
way to get our guys over there to see you.’”
Iroquois (4-0, 2-0 Class B1) has put itself on a collision course with
Pioneer (3-1, 2-0 B1) in what could be Section VI’s biggest matchup in
Week 5. But Pitzonka and his staff – which includes former UB Bulls
football players Jarrett Franklin and Rob’s younger brother, Travis – do not
want to make the game any bigger than the others on the schedule.
“We take a 1-0 mentality, that’s been our thing since I’ve been the coach,”
Rob said.
“We want to take every week just as that. Just that week, just that
practice, just that rep. … Our goal is to make Tuesdays and Wednesdays

our heavy work days to be the hardest days of our week, and we get to a
Friday night and it’s like we’re over prepared here. That’s why I think we’ve
had great success getting after teams early in the first quarter. A lot of
preseason conversations I’ve had [they ask] ‘oh what’s your team’s goal?’
It’s always 1-0. Because if you don’t go 1-0, the other things can’t happen.
“Obviously we want to win the division title for a third time, we want to
get to a sectional title game again and ultimately come away as a victor, but
if we get so focused on those things down the road and not the process of
getting there and enjoying that, those other things won’t happen.”
He may be down the road now in Rochester, but one of the Chiefs’ biggest
fans had a thought about Iroquois’ hot start.
“As far as the team goes, I knew these guys were hungry to win, and
I knew that they would start out hot,” Trey said. “Coach Pitz does a great
job with these guys in season and out of season, and having guys like Nate
McGoldrick, Matt Mecurio, and Trevor Barry back, there’s no stopping
these guys.”

COLUMN

BEING FRANK…
By Frank Wolf @wolf3328
I passed the Williamsville North bus last
Friday night as they were heading to Jamestown
and I to Dunkirk for the evening’s games. Heading
into this season they were one of my “under the
radar” teams. Enough talent to compete, but not
sure if they had the depth. I thought about them a
lot during that ride and hoped to see them put up a good fight against the
Red Raiders.
The Spartans trailed 21-0 at one point in the first quarter. I’ve seen a
few teams over the years losing by the same margin that early in a game
fold their tents, but Will North did not. They pulled up their bootstraps,
licked their wounds and battled back. Ultimately, they lost 35-34, but it was
an impressive comeback attempt that deserved recognition. Kudos to Head
Coach Paul Palizay and the staff for rallying the troops at Strider Field.
That had me thinking about Class A and how wide open it is at this
point in the season. Will East and McKinley (both in A2) are the only
unbeaten in overall record, but in their league, they are joined by South
Park, Clarence and Jamestown who also have perfect records.
McKinley might sound like a bit of a surprise but looking at it under a
microscope, they’ve beaten teams with a combined 2-14 record. The meat
of the season begins Friday when they welcome West Seneca West (3-1,
2-1) to Riverside. Tyrone Hughes (10th Grade) is having a monster season
thus far with over 820 yards rushing. The line play for the Macks is much
improved from a season ago. Four different players have rushing TDs for
McKinley. Defensively, they have 10 players with multiple sacks. Coach
Brian Davis and his staff have to be pleased with how well the team is
playing right now. Confidence is high in Mackland. The next two games will

be a good test to know how far this team has come. They close out the
season against Williamsville East.
Clarence didn’t get off to a great start losing its first couple of games
to AA opponents, they were outscored 72-20. They’ve won two in a row
since and have North Tonawanda and Lockport in back-to-back weeks
before Will North invades. Can the Red Devils keep the momentum going?
They finish the season at Jamestown.
South Park’s opening week loss to Frontier was a head scratcher to
many. Since then, they’ve won three in a row and host Starpoint Thursday
in a televised game. The Spartans are coming off a huge win over WNY
Maritime/Health Sciences. Noah Willoughby is having an All-WNY type
season. For the Sparks. Can the passing leader in Section VI help keep
South Park in contention?
Speaking of the Falcons, they’ve lost two-in-a-row and three out of
their last 4 with the lone win coming over Williamsville South. A tough out of
conference game against Bennett this Friday night is on tap. Ty Parker is a
great coach, but he has his hands full right now. They should still be a lock
for the playoffs.
The Will East/Sweet Home game was the highlight of the weekend.
The Flames improve to 4-0 with Sean Sansone throwing 6 TDs. Dorian
Facen Jr and Jordan Theodore had monster games for their teams but
you’ll want to keep an eye on the Panthers sophomore QB Rocco
Panepinto. He played very well in this game.
I’ll see you on the sidelines!
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