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Standout QB Davis Keys Bennett’s Plan
To Become Multi-Dimensional
By Mike Pidanick @mkpidanick
Bennett has a strong
rushing attack again this
season – which is nothing
new. But to get to where the
Tigers want to be at season's
end, you need more than
one dimension of your
offense to work.
That means more is on the
plate for senior Antonio
Davis III, who has been up to
the challenge.
"We made a
commitment to be able to
throw the ball this year,"
Bennett coach Steve McDuffie said. "I can see and I think everybody
in Western New York now can see that's paying off now. We're going
to continue to work on the passing game. We have a great running
game. But for us to go deep and for us to be Section VI champs, we're
going to have to be able to do both."
So far the Tigers have been. Davis threw for two touchdowns in
Bennett's surprisingly-lopsided 62-0 win over Western New York
Maritime Charter/Health Sciences on Friday at All-High Stadium.
"I trust mine to beat theirs," Davis said. "That's how we build. Our
passing game and rushing game were both working today. The
execution, I just loved it."
Jayden Lewis had four touchdowns – a run, a catch, a pick-six
and a fumble return – for the Tigers. The Falcons came ready to play
but were at a distinct size disadvantage against the Tigers.

"One of the teams that can match us speed for speed," McDuffie
said. "I thought we definitely had the advantage in the interior line. But
that's a good football team and I think they'll push a lot of people in
Class A. I think we're a lot more physical than what they're used to
seeing."
Things will get even bigger from here for the Tigers, who travel to
Lancaster for a huge Class AA game on Friday. The Tigers swept the
Legends last year but have never won at Lancaster's Foyle-Kling
Field. The Legends are 58-5 against Western New York teams since
the start of the 2016 season but Bennett is responsible for three of the
five losses.
Beyond beating Lancaster, the Tigers have bigger goals. After
claiming the program’s first sectional title last year, Bennett reached
the state championship game before losing to Carmel.
"We have big goals," Davis said. "We want to get to the state
championship game again and we don't want to fall short this time.
That's big motivation for me.”

CLASS A1 FEATURE

Jones Twins Enjoy Sweet Life of Lions
Football
By Joe Kraus @Joe_Kraus18

So far in 2022 Lockport
has faced much adversity – but
the Lions keep roaring back.
Following a loss on
September 16 at Jamestown,
Lockport responded with a 14-0
shutout win versus Niagara
Falls on Sept. 24. This was the
Lions’ 13th shutout since 2004.
The ups-and-downs
continued Sept. 30 – a 59-43
loss versus Williamsville North.

The Lions (2-3) trailed 14-7 after
the opening quarter. The
Spartans held a double-digit
lead the rest of the night.
“I’m really proud of a lot of
kids that we have,” said
Lockport coach Trait Smith. “A
lot of people have stepped up
and persevered. We’ve had a lot
thrown at us with different
situations, with different injuries

and people leaving and things
like that.”
A tandem that has stepped
up for the Lions are the Jones
twins – juniors Karmyne and
Kyree.
“They are so close to each
other, they literally do everything
together,” said Smith, who noted
the Joneses are the first set of
twins he’s coached in his
26-year career. “When they get
on the field or basketball court,
they put on a pretty good show.”
After spending the 2021
season as part of the wide
receiving core, the brothers
transitioned to defense this past
off-season which enhanced the
unit coached by Marcus Wyche.
Entering the North contest,
Karmyne, a linebacker, is tied
for third among all Section VI
players in interceptions (4) while
Kyree, a safety, is second on
Lockport in tackles (28.)
“Knowing that receiver
spot transfers over to defense,”
Smith said. “They know how to
defend people. They know
where they’re trying to get
(tackles.)”

Besides making plays, the
duo is also known for their
friendly rivalry in practice.
“Knowing that these
brothers have that much fun
challenging each other, it’s
made it (fun) for me as a
coach,” Smith said.
This friendly rivalry came
in a recent practice when Kyree
returned a punt and juked past
Karmyne. Once he was tackled,
he said to Karmyne, “Ah, you
missed me once, didn’t ya?”
“It’s like a Laurel and
Hardy show with those two,”
Smith joked.
In the future, Karmyne
hopes to study sports
management and play football
while Kyree wants to become a
forensic scientist and play
basketball.
“With their character and
the things they’ve learned,
they’re going to go a long way,”
Smith said.
Lockport visits Clarence in
A-1 play Thursday, Oct. 6 at 7
p.m.

CLASS A1 EXTRA

Drake Sets
Jamestown’s
All-Time
Passing Yards
Record
By Alex Kolstee @AKSportsWNY
Following Jamestown’s 54-0 homecoming victory over Niagara
Falls on Friday night, coach Tom Langworthy gathered his team in the
endzone to address them. In the front of the group was senior
quarterback Trey Drake, who was all smiles – and for good reason.
Drake went 13-22 for 220 yards passing with four touchdowns,
along with five rushes for 27 yards. With those 220 yards through the
air, Drake broke another record held by 2013 graduate Jake Sisson.
Sisson previously held the record for career touchdown passes – 49 of
them – that Drake surpassed in Week 3 against Lockport. Coming into
Friday night, Drake needed 172 yards to break Sisson’s mark of 4,839
career passing yards.
At halftime, the Red Raider signal-caller was only three yards
from the record. “I don’t think he was worried too much about that
coming in,” Langworthy said. “I didn’t know about it until halftime, but
we just had to go out there and continue to execute. When he got
close, we went for it.”
Drake wasted no time at the start of the second half as his
33-yard touchdown to Sean O’Brien on Jamestown’s second play from

scrimmage set him atop the record books. However, the North Dakota
State commit did not want to take all the credit for his accolade.
“All the records and accolades are nice, but I couldn’t have done
it without the help of my teammates and coaches,” Drake said. “We
play and win as a team, and we’ve worked hard to get to this point.”
Drake has been a four-year starter for the Red Raiders – something
not often seen in the Class AA and A ranks – but Coach Langworthy
knows how special of a player he is.
“Every moment that you see him in games, there’s hundreds of
hours of him working outside the public eye by himself,” Langworthy
said. “Everyone sees him play on Friday nights, but he’s put in so
much time and effort behind the scenes to get him to where he is.
He’s a special player and I’m very fortunate to have been able to
coach him.”
With league games against Frontier, Niagara Wheatfield, and
Clarence remaining, Drake will have the opportunity to build on those
numbers as he looks to lead the Red Raiders back to Highmark
Stadium in November.

CLASS A2 FEATURE

Freeman Making Strides in West Seneca
West Backfield
By Joe Kraus @Joe_Kraus18
Short-term pains turn into
long-term gains.
That’s how West Seneca West
head coach Mike Vastola views
the 2022 campaign thus far.
With only two players with
previous varsity experience, the
Indians have had a roller
coaster of a season at 3-2
overall.
Following back-to-back
wins against
Niagara-Wheatfield and
Hamburg, West lost to
McKinley 22-14 on Sept. 30.
West led 7-0 at the end of the
first quarter before the Macks
converted two Indian fumbles
on the 10-yard line into points for a 22-7 halftime lead. West’s Bryan
Piowarczyk’s second touchdown catch trimmed the deficit to 22-14
heading into the fourth quarter. But West’s four total fumbles was the
X-factor.
“I think we played really well but obviously not well enough to win
– not consistently well enough,” Vastola said. “It came down to four or
five plays where we just didn’t do our job.”
One player who has developed into a top option for Vastola’s
offense is junior halfback Bernard Freeman. A wide receiver on the
school’s junior varsity last fall, Freeman changed positions and now

leads the team in carries (69), yards (444) and total touchdowns
(seven).
“When he’s on, he can make plays and he’s got some real
toughness to him where he’s tough to bring down,” Vastola said.
The 5-foot-11 Freeman had a memorable 166-yard, three-touchdown
performance in West’s 33-22 victory against Hamburg on Sept. 16.
“Our line did our job and he read it right and then he gets into the
open field and not many guys are going to catch him,” Vastola said.
“It’s a lot easier for an offense when you can make those big plays
and Bernie has shown he can do that, where you don’t have to be
perfect for five plays in a row… Just give him a crease and he goes.”
Freeman’s playing style reminded Vastola of 2019 graduate
Brian Boll’s ability to find the open space for big plays.
“(Bernie’s) a pretty skinny kid that can lower a shoulder, pack a
punch and, ultimately, just see a lane and run away from you,” said
Vastola.
As West faces Williamsville East on Oct. 7, Vastola said there’s
plenty of football left this season and a bright future ahead.
“The kids realize they still control their own destiny here,” Vastola
said. “We may need some help to get into the (Section VI) playoffs,
but we’ve got to do what we can do to get better and to put our best
effort forward.”

CLASS A3 FEATURE

LaPlante Brothers Excelling On The Field and
Mat for Starpoint
By Tony Fiorello @anthonyfiorello

Following a
lopsided loss to
the South Park
Sparks on
Thursday night,
Starpoint Spartans
coach Tim Racey
felt optimistic
about his team’s
chances to still
clinch a playoff
spot at 3-2.
Why?
Because he has
two cornerstones
that he can lean
on when times get
rough – Gage and Griffin LaPlante.
The two brothers – Gage, a junior and Griffin, a freshman – are
widely known for their wrestling exploits. Having both competed at the
junior national championships in July in Fargo, N.D. and winning
Section VI Class A titles, they may be wrestlers first and football
players second but Racey is happy he doesn’t have to compete
against them.
“They are going to be the face of our program for the next four
years,” Racey said. “They are the two toughest kids, without a doubt,

that I’ve ever seen play the game. They’re very respectful and polite
and will run through a brick wall for you. Their parents have done a
great job of raising two great young men.”
That mental toughness, according to Racey, comes from their
wrestling background. With their father and multiple others family
members having competed in the sport, it’s no surprise that their
house – which has a mat in their garage – has become a training
haven not only for them, but for many other wrestlers looking to
improve their skills.
“There is no such thing as a bright stage for them. They've seen
it all already and they’ve been through a lot of pressure-filled
situations,” Racey said. “They're always pushing each other to be
better on the mat and on the football field. It’s contagious and
everybody buys into that.”
Both brothers agreed.
“The mentality in wrestling is to always keep coming back and
never quitting,” Griffin said. “You’re never out of a fight, so you always
need to keep your head up and stay focused on what’s in front of you.
That helps a lot in football.”
“Wrestling’s kind of a family tradition for us,” Gage said. “We just
want to keep playing well and make our family members proud of us.”
As the Spartans’ starting quarterback, Gage has accounted for seven
touchdowns through five games (five passing, two rushing) while
Griffin at press time is sixth on the team in tackles, tied for second in
interceptions and tied for second in fumble recoveries. As well as
they’ve played this year, however, Racey was excited by how much
better they’ll be in the future.
“Gage does have his limitations with his game,” Racey said.
“He's not a Patrick Mahomes or a Josh Allen back there by any stretch
of imagination and he's still got a lot of ways to grow as a quarterback.
But his leadership is just tremendous.

“Griffin is a force at safety. You better have two hands on the ball
when you're running and he comes up and smacks you from 12 yards
deep. He’s gonna lay the thunder.”
Racey believed that not only are the LaPlante brothers among
the best athletes he’s ever coached, but that they’ll be productive
members of society well after their playing days are over.
“I've been teaching here for 25-plus years and Starpoint kids are just
different. There's a level of respect for others and they do a lot of great
things, but with these two guys in the locker room they police
themselves,” Racey said. “If something is kind of going sideways at
practice Gage will be the first one to calm everybody down and say
‘Hey, get your foot out of your rear end and let's go here.’ He leads by
example. He's not afraid to go over and put his arm around a kid if
they've made a mistake either.
“I wouldn't doubt if they get college offers. If they got a chance to
go to one of the service academies, they'd be great candidates to go
to either West Point or the Naval Academy or the Air Force. That’s the
type of kids they are – quality, upstanding young men.”

CLASS B1 FEATURE

Two Quarterbacks Combine For Trojans’
Success
By Jack Kreuzer @JackKreuzer

When asked to
respond to the old
adage “If you’ve got
two quarterbacks,
you don’t have a
quarterback”, West
Seneca East head
coach Jim Maurino
responded with a
chuckle, “We never

had a quarterback
to begin with!”
After a week
five divisional
victory over Lake
Shore, the Trojans
moved to 4-1
overall – just one
Class B1 win away
from clinching a

playoff spot. In their
road win on Friday,
West Seneca East
threw the ball just
seven times, with
five of those
passes being
caught for a total of
56 yards. Even still,
those seven
passes were split
between two
quarterbacks –
Andrew Deptula
and Mike Hayes.
The duo
made more of an
impact on the
ground, with Hayes
rushing for 187
yards and a score
on 15 carries, while
Deptula added 72
yards and two
touchdowns on 11

attempts. Needless
to say, Jim Maurino
and his offense will
find a hole in your
defense and exploit
it.
“Both of those
guys are really
smart players,”
Coach Maurino
said of the two
seniors. “They’re
always on the field.
If Andrew’s under
center, Mike goes
to the slot and gets
his touches there.”
Deptula was
injured during the
Trojans’ lone loss
to Pioneer, which
allowed Maurino’s
top wideout, Mike
Hayes, to fill in
under center in
their Week Five
game against
Burgard.
“We used
Mike a little bit in a
wildcat last year,”
Maurino said. “It’s

his speed and
athleticism that
made it easy to use
him there, but he’s
also one of the
smartest players on
the field as well.”
Deptula was
the consensus
starter entering his
senior campaign
after he was forced
into the role last
season in similar
fashion, as the
starter went down
with a collarbone
injury in Week One.
“It was a fast
learning curve for
him,” Maurino said
of the then-junior,
who won four
games for the
green and gold.
“He was much
more of a game
manager last year.
We narrowed down
the offense for him
last year, but he

showed some great
stuff.”
The pair of
Deptula and Hayes
also play a
prominent role on
the defensive side
of the ball for the
Trojans. From
corner to safety
and even
linebacker, the
versatility Deptula
brings to the table
helps coach
Maurino match up
well with the
opposition. At
defensive back,
Hayes is currently
tied for sixth on the
team in total
tackles with 12.
“Mike is the
true leader of our
defense,” Maurino
said. “He’s the one
adjusting us
pre-snap, calling
out
assignments…Part
of that comes from

his inquisitive
attitude. He’s
always asking
questions, learning
the game more and
more each day.”
With both
young men sharing
the starting
quarterback job,
one would assume

it would cause
tension in the
locker room.
However, at East
the classmates are
completely cool
with it if it helps the
team win.
“When I told
them the plan, they
both shrugged their

shoulders and said
‘Alright’,” coach
Maurino said.
“They’re both such
team-oriented guys
that it hasn’t been
an issue at all. The
only thing it
changes is who
brings the ball bag
in from practice.”

CLASS B2 FEATURE

Mest Is Best For Olean’s
Future
By Jack Kreuzer @JackKreuzer
After dropping two divisional
games in a row, the Olean Huskies
played one of their best games of the
season as they held off Cheektowaga
at home 28-20.
The Huskies moved to 3-2 within the division with the win,
keeping their postseason hopes alive as the fourth seed in Class B2.
In a year where underclassmen have often stolen the spotlight
across Western New York, it’s no different in Olean. Joe Mest took the
reins of the offense this year before he had ever set foot in a high
school classroom. The freshman has 442 yards and five touchdowns
through five weeks of play for the Huskies, keeping them within
striking distance of the playoffs.
“He’s let his play do the talking for him so far,” Huskies head
coach Phil Vecchio said of the freshman. “The guys love him, they
respect him a ton. Our right guard gets all fired up when he gets hit,
saying ‘That’ll never happen again!’”
Prior to his seventh-grade year, Joe Mest had never played
organized football. The physical traits were there, so when he tried out
for the modified team he was named their starter under center. After a
year of learning the game and position, Mest was called up to the
junior varsity in eighth grade. Due to a lack of players on the roster,
three weeks into the season Olean disbanded their JV team and split
up the roster, calling a handful of players up to varsity. Mest was sent
down to modified to finish out the season.

“He displayed a ton of confidence when he got sent back down,”
Vecchio said. “We all practice together, so I got to see him a lot last
year. The poise he showed as an eighth grader on JV was impressive,
but then he dominated when he went back to playing against the
younger kids.”
When three-year starter Railey Silvis graduated in the spring,
Coach Vecchio had a decision to make at the position entering the
2022 season, as senior Thomas Bates had also tried out for the
starting role. Since Joe won the job Bates has become one of Mest’s
top targets out wide, leading the team with 15 receptions.
“When you’ve got a chance to grow a player like Joe over the
course of four years, you take it. It was the best move for our program
moving forward,” Vecchio said. “Railey was the first sophomore to
start at quarterback for Olean as far back as I can remember, so to go
from three-year starter to four-year starter is something a coach can
typically only hope for.”
Comparing his team’s season to that of the Buffalo Bills –
specifically the NFL team’s loss to Miami being a “wake up call” –
Vecchio said that was the same message his team got after dropping
the second of two losses in shutout fashion to Falconer.
“As bad as it was in Week Four, I challenged the guys and they
responded big time.” Vecchio said. “This team has had to learn with
Joe and grow from some bumps in the road that will come with a
freshman at quarterback, but they’ve handled it extremely well.”

CLASS C NORTH FEATURE

Burgin, Cleveland Hill
down Silverbacks for
back-to-back wins
By Adam Gorski @AdamGorski_
After a winless start to the season,
Cleveland Hill has turned things around
the past two weeks.
That includes an emphatic victory
this past Saturday afternoon. The Golden Eagles put up double-digit
points in every quarter, cruising to a 54-14 win at home over
Roy-Hart/Barker/Lyndonville thanks to a strong, balanced offensive
attack.
Coming off an overtime victory against Akron two weeks ago, the
Golden Eagles (2-3, 2-1) kept their momentum going against the
Silverbacks (2-3, 1-2). A combination of three touchdowns through the
air from quarterback Zach Phillips and three on the ground from Larry
Burgin accounted for most of Cleveland Hill’s points. An 80-yard
kickoff return that found paydirt from Amarion Spivey and a defensive
score from Tristan Pratt rounded out their scoring output.
“It’s always good to win the league games,” Golden Eagles
coach Glen Graham said. “A lot of it is the little details. We’re cutting
down on our mistakes a little bit every week and learning how to play
with better technique and understanding just how to implement the
game plan.”
In Burgin, Cleveland Hill has a talented, all-around player who
has headlined their roster this season. The senior running

back/linebacker makes up a significant chunk of their offense through
his powerful running style, leading the team in rushing yards.
While his offensive output has been noteworthy, Graham said it’s
his contributions on the other side of the ball that have caught his eye.
As it stands, Burgin is Cleveland Hill’s leading tackler by a significant
margin.
“Larry’s got a lot of talent,” Graham said. “He’s playing great on
both sides of the ball, but I think defensively he’s made huge strides
this year… He’s such a quiet kid, the leadership we get from Larry is
by example.”
Graham said that Burgin’s spring track experience is a factor in
his improved quickness this season, making him a more dangerous
downhill runner. Combine that with an offensive line that has gotten
better with more reps, and it gives Burgin a chance for a strong final
stretch.
Cleveland Hill will look to win their third game in a row when they
host Newfane on Saturday at 2 p.m.

CLASS C CENTRAL FEATURE

Alden, Wypij Tally First Win of the
Season Over JFK
By Adam Gorski @AdamGorski_

It was a day of firsts for the
Alden football team on Saturday
afternoon.
The Bulldogs went on the
road and downed JFK 24-12 to
earn their first victory of the
season, snapping a 10-game
losing streak dating back to last
year.
After the Bears took a 6-0
lead to end the first quarter,
Alden responded with 16 points

in the second to take the lead
into halftime. A Noah Tozcek
quarterback sneak made it 24
unanswered Bulldog points in
the third quarter and put the
game all but away.
Layne Jaworowicz tallied
the other two touchdowns,
accumulating 120 rushing
yards on 17 carries.
The win was also number
one for first-year Alden head
coach Anthony Buono.
“We know what we’re
walking into. This is a program
that’s traditionally had a lot of
great success and great teams,”
Buono said. “Looking at what
we got right now, we’ve got a
team working their tails off…
They’re working hard in practice
and they’ve really come
together as a unit.”
One of the bright spots for
the Bulldogs this season has

been running back/linebacker
Alex Wypij, who has stepped up
to lead his team in rushing yards
(334) as well as tackles on
defense (60).
Wypij is a lot of things in the
eyes of his coach. An intelligent
player, a tenacious runner, he’s
even earned the nickname “The
Boz” due to his similarities to
former NFL player Brian
Bosworth.
“He’s incredibly
knowledgeable on top of the fact
he’s physically gifted,” Buono
said. “There are very few
running backs I’ve had the
chance to coach that have a
grasp of what’s going on on

offense as much as the
quarterback does… Not only
does he have a great grasp of
this brand-new offense, he’s
done the same thing on defense
as well.”
Wypij become an integral
piece to this rebuilding team.
“He’s the heartbeat of our
team,” Buono said. “He’s a
grinder, he plays with his heart,
man. If you could have 11 of
those guys, you’d have a really
great team.”
Alden will return to the
gridiron when they host Akron in
a non-league tilt at 7 p.m. on
Friday.

CLASS C SOUTH FEATURE

Fry Leading the
Hillbillies
By John Carubba
The Fredonia Hillbillies got off to
a scorching hot start this past week,
outscoring the Black Knights 27-0 in
the first quarter and never looking
back while prevailing 41-7, improving
to an impressive 4-1 on the 2022
campaign.
Senior quarterback Ethan Fry
led the way, throwing for 137 yards
and a touchdown while completing
six of nine passes, while also
rushing for a score. Running back
Micah Davis had himself a day with
five carries for 104 yards and two touchdowns. Defensively, Samuel
Atzrott led the team in tackles with 17 and sacks with two.
Fredonia travels to Southwestern next week while Silver
Creek/Forestville has a home date with Allegany/Limestone on Friday
night.
For the Hillbillies, one name should immediately jump to mind for
MVP – Ethan Fry. Not only has he demonstrated the poise of a senior
athlete, but he is doing it at a quarterback position where he is
inexperienced. The amount of fortitude it took for Fry, a wideout by
trade, to get to this point has not gone unnoticed by head coach Greg
Sherlock.

“Ethan is truly stepping up for us when we need it most, no
question Ethan is a role model to the other kids,” Sherlock said. “His
transformation has been nothing shy of remarkable and he has
established himself as one of the very best players in WNY high
school football.”
Of all the traits that have helped Fry on his ascension to being the
Hillbillies’ starter under center, one quality reigns supreme according
to Sherlock.
“How approachable he is. He listens to every coach and all his
teammates,” Sherlock said. “His teammates trust him and he has their
backs. He’s our leader.”
One thing is crystal-clear for the Hillbillies – Fry continuing to cook up
big plays is undoubtedly the winning recipe for Sherlock and his
Hillbillies.

CLASS D FEATURE

Wortkoetter Is Defensive Anchor For
Wilson
By Alex Kolstee @AKSportsWNY
Coach Bill Atlas knew it
was going to be an uphill
climb for the Wilson Lakemen
coming into this season.
They graduated fifteen
seniors from last year’s team
and only had two starters on
both sides of the ball
returning. Additionally, Wilson
moved down to a very
competitive Class D where the margin for error is low.
For Atlas, he has an anchor on defense to guide this young team
– senior linebacker Ben Workoetter.
“He’s our only returning captain from last year,” Atlas said. “He’s
an excellent leader, and he’s been moved around to where we needed
him to help the other guys adjust.”
Workoetter has split the last six years between junior varsity and
varsity and has been a major part of Wilson’s defense. In their 45-0
win over Cattaraugus-Little Valley Friday night, Workoetter had 4.5
tackles, bringing him to 39 solo tackles and 52 total tackles, and three
sacks through the first five weeks of the season.
“He (Workoetter) and Carter Pytlik – they’ve been our
linebackers in the box, and they’ve had plenty of success,” Atlas said.

Workoetter just isn’t a leader on the field – he’s also a leader off the
field too. “He’s an excellent student, and he’s active in the community
as well,” Atlas said.
Atlas highlighted a project that Workoetter did in his sophomore
year. Ben started a community food pantry that was set up outside of
the middle school in Wilson where people can drop off non-perishable
foods for others in the community who need it.
“For him, it’s more than just football. The community sees what
he does on the field, but to give back with doing something like that is
special,” Atlas said.
As Wilson makes a charge in the last three weeks for the
playoffs, they’ll be looking to lean on Workoetter to continue to be the
defensive anchor in their secondary.
“As long as we stay healthy and are prepared, we’ll be ready for
the playoffs,” said Atlas. “It’s a tough hill to climb, but we’re up to the
task.”

MONSIGNOR MARTIN FEATURE

Cardinal O’Hara Making Strides Amidst
Rebuild
By Adam Gorski @AdamGorski_
It’s been
far from smooth
sailing for the
Cardinal O’Hara
Hawks in recent
seasons, but
there’s hope
that better days
are on the
horizon.
This past
week, however,
the Hawks fell
59-20 on the road
to Akron in a
non-league
showdown on
Friday night.
O’Hara clung to an
8-7 lead following
the first quarter, but
the Tigers
responded with 19
points in the
second stanza to

build up a sizable
26-14 advantage at
halftime – a gap
they would expand
upon in the second
half.
It was a
valiant battle from
an O’Hara team
fighting through
some key
season-ending

injuries after
their last
matchup against
St. Mary’s.
“I think we’re
starting to come
together as a
team,” Hawks
coach Shawn
Mangold said. “It
took a while,
we’ve definitely
taken our lumps,
but I think we’ve
come a long way
since Week One.
The kids are
starting to buy in.”
When
Mangold took over
as head coach last
year, he had 12
players on the
roster and was able
to get that number

up to just 22 for the
season. This fall,
he started with 30
players right away
– a noteworthy
improvement in
building a
foundation to work
from that included
much better
practicing
conditions.
The Hawks
scored their first
win since the 2021
spring season and
the first of
Mangold’s tenure
when they downed
St. Michael’s
(Canada) 20-18 on
Sept. 17, snapping
an eight-game
losing skid.
From new
equipment,
uniforms and
training devices to
the efforts on the

field, 2022 has
been a fresh start
for O’Hara and a
culture is being put
into place.
“It was really
great for those kids
to experience
victory after
everything we’ve
been through,”
Mangold said.
“[The culture] is just
family-first.
Whether it’s
immediate family or
the guys in the
locker room,
everything we’ve
been doing is
geared towards a
family atmosphere
and culture, and
you can definitely
see that.”
The Hawks
boast a young
roster, including a
freshman at

quarterback in
Kalaugn Ford who
also leads the team
in rushing. Skill
players Simmarion
Threet and Jarrell
Green are both
juniors, with the
lone senior of the
group being leading
receiver Michael
Ross.
It all bodes
well for the Hawks’
future and Mangold
is already seeing
progress.
“I think the compete
has just been better
this year than it has
been,” Mangold
said. “The kids,
they just have no
quit.”
O’Hara will go
on the road next
week to face St.
Joe’s at 2 p.m. on
Saturday.
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Lancaster’s First Sectional
Championship Team Has Big Stamp On
The Legends Of Today
By Mike Pidanick @mkpidanick

Lancaster winning Section VI football championships is
commonplace these day but back in the day, the old-school Redskins
got the current Legends on the board. Sectional play began in 1979
and the then-Redskins got their first in 1988, beating North
Tonawanda at then-Rich Stadium.
And that 1988 team still has a major impact on the Legends of
today.
"I think we had a unique group of guys that were super-tight,"
said all-state center Dave Mansell, now the team's defensive
coordinator. "We had guys that, just looking at it in hindsight, were just
winners and they’ve proved that with what they've done in life as far
as helping other people. So I think that's kind of cool to look back at.

We weren't the most talented team but we were some tight-knit tough
guys.”
Indeed that team still has its stamp on the program today.
Mansell, who has been in the program for 22 years, is one of three
offensive lineman who have had sons make a big impact on the
modern day Legends. His sons Ryan and Jason quarterbacked
Lancaster to five straight Section VI championships from 2016-21.
Lineman Thomas Carlsen is active in the booster club and has
two kids on this year's
club: Tommy is a four-year
starter who was the
Trench Trophy
underclassman of the
year, and Christian, this
year's starting center.
Another lineman was
Dennis Bauer, now head
wrestling coach at
Amherst. Bauer's son
Derek started on the line
for the 2018 sectional
champion Legends and
his twins Travis and
Matthew are on the
current roster.
Chris Gill, son of
1988 defensive back JD
Gill, is a running back this season and has two touchdowns.
Brian Wild, an all-state quarterback in 1988, has been in the
program for nearly three decades and served as the school's Athletics
Director from 2011-2020.

Star linebacker Chris Wanat drowned in the Erie Canal during
his senior year at Brockport. Some of his Lancaster teammates
started a $1,500 scholarship, awarded to a senior each year since
1993. The Legends' current head coach, Eric Rupp, won following his
senior season in 2001.
That coveted award will likely have plenty of worthy candidates
again this season as Lancaster is 5-0 heading into this Friday night's
showdown against Bennett.
"They're the next generation following in their dads' footsteps,"
Wild said. "It's something we still talk about it today. It's a unique
opportunity to coach your sons and sons of your former teammates.
Lancaster football is definitely a family and this is the next generation
in the system."
The Redskins went 9-0-1 and claimed their title with a 14-3 over
NT. There were no state playoffs so the run ended there. Lancaster
finished first in the Buffalo News poll and fourth in the state poll. The
Redskins defeated Depew 38-6 that year.
"We were able to have a lot of success from the time we were
young so it was cool to have it all come to fruition," Mansell said. "It
was a goal we set when we were young."
It was also the first of two championships for Len Jankiewicz, the
program's all-time winningest coach. The other came in 1999 with
Rupp and current assistant Jeremy Lynch on the roster.

ALUMNI UPDATE

Commander Cole: Snyder finding his
way with UB Football
By Khari Demos @riri_demos

Shaking off a sluggish 0-3 start, the University of Buffalo football
team got back on track with its first win since Oct. 23, 2021 in a Week
4 matchup at Eastern Michigan. The Bulls ended the program’s
seven-game losing streak with a 50-31 explosion — their most points
scored since the 2021 season opener (69).
UB followed that up with a 24-20 win in its homecoming tilt with
Miami (Ohio) in Week 5. Snyder connected with Louisville transfer
wideout Justin Marshall with 31 seconds left for the go-ahead score to
put UB up for good. Despite the tough start to 2022, the Bulls (2-3, 2-0
MAC) have everything in front of them with two-straight wins to start
conference play.

“I thought the team came out and responded to adversity that we
faced earlier in the season really well,” Snyder said. “And that's what
we had talked about all week is just focusing on each day, one day at
a time, and going out there and doing your best each day. And having
a 1-0 mindset each day. And I thought the team played really well,
especially the O-line. The O-line really came alive and showed what
they're capable of, and they allowed us to make plays.”
Snyder, a two-time first-team All-Western New York selection
and Southwestern alumnus, has been productive all season for the
Bulls. He’s accounted for 11 total touchdowns and 1,214 passing
yards. The junior QB was able to gain experience while spending his
early days in Division I football at Rutgers.
The departure of three-year starter Kyle Vantrease left a hole
open in UB’s quarterback room. Thankfully, Snyder was able to come
back to Western New York and join fellow Buffalo native Matt Myers
for competition under center.
Bulls offensive coordinator Shane Montgomery was looking for
more from UB’s offense, calling it “a work in progress” after averaging
22.3 points per game through three weeks. Getting an early look at
Snyder as he transferred to UB last spring, Montgomery has been
delighted by how Snyder has handled the process since getting on
campus.
“I think, coming in in the spring, I think he did a good job of not
trying to force himself on the offense. He realized that there was
gonna be a competition,” Montgomery said. “And he kind of stood and
waited his turn. And throughout spring ball and fall camp, we kind of
alternated the guys with the ones, twos and threes, and he bided his
time. When he had a chance to go with the ones, he took advantage
of it. And it didn't matter if he was with the threes, he still operated the
same way. But he's brought a lot of leadership to the position. He's an
older kid, even though he had played a lot. He's very mature. And I

think he's improved each week, and I look forward to watching him
improve throughout the season.”
Snyder said he loves playing for both Montgomery and head
coach Maurice Linguist. He believes Linguist is the right man to lead
UB back to its winning ways from 2018 to 2020.
“I think coach Mo has done a great job of laying a championship
foundation. And you see
our foundation being
tested through the first
three weeks,” Snyder said.
“And we didn’t flinch; the
guys stayed together,
stayed connected. And
with doing that, [we] were
able to put together a
winning performance
[against EMU].”
This Bulls team is loaded with transfer players. Offensively, they
have Snyder, Marshall, tight end Robbie Mengas, offensive linemen
Jack Hasz, Desmond Bessent and Isaiah Wright, not to mention one
of their other top receivers being Quian Williams, a 2021 transfer.
Snyder has been able to build a rapport with Marshall, Williams,
and backs Mike Washington and Ron Cook Jr. But he too made sure
to credit the offensive line for their work up front. In MAC play thus far,
the Bulls have allowed one sack on Snyder as he’s compiled a 64.1
QBR.
“The connection that we built, with the receivers and running
backs, it’s just been built ever since we've been having throwing
sessions in the winter, in the summer, just hanging out together,”
Snyder said. “Building that relationship, it's off the field, as well. And to
be able to start gelling with these guys, and hitting our stride, is really
special and something that needs to happen.”

Coming back to Western New York meant a lot for Snyder. And
when he made his decision to transfer, there were certain components
with UB that stood out to him.
“It came down to three things; for me it was a culture fit, a
football fit and an academic fit,” Snyder said. “And I really think that
Buffalo checked off all three of those boxes the best between the
schools that I was looking at, and I couldn't be happier with my
decision.”
Being back in the 716 has also allowed the 2018 Connolly Cup
finalist to reconnect with those he’s known his whole life.
“The first home game, I had a lot of family and friends up here,
and to just share the moment and them to be here as well has been
awesome,” Snyder said. “And definitely taking advantage of it. Going
home and seeing my family when I've had time to, so that's been good
as well. And I mean, it's really just special to play at home. I mean,
there's nothing else I can say besides it's special. And it's hard to
describe but [I] definitely don't take it for granted and love playing in
front of family and friends.”
Although he has not been back for a game just yet, Snyder does
plan to visit Southwestern again at some point this fall. He may no
longer be a Trojan, but he definitely keeps tabs on what they’re up to.
“I haven't been able to make it to a game, unfortunately.
Hopefully, I can get down there. I know, we got some midweek games
playing in the MAC,” said Snyder about the 4-1 Trojans.
“So maybe one of those weekends, I'll be able to catch a game.
But I mean, I've been down there a little bit. Since I've been home and
talked to those guys. I'm definitely still in contact with the coaching
staff, and stuff. So just like keeping that relationship and building that
relationship and giving back doing whatever I can to help those guys
is very cool. And something that is unique about being able to play
Buffalo. I mean, it's right down the road. So I have accessibility to
that.”

COLUMN

A LIFE WELL LIVED…

Coach Dick “Sparky” Adams leaves a lasting legacy for
the lives he touched
By Dennis Danheiser (KE Class of 1977)
One true earmark of a great coach is how devoted his players are
once their careers are over.
That's the case with Dick “Sparky” Adams, the legendary high school
football coach at Kenmore East who passed away last Friday. He was 91.
If there is a shared sentiment among the hundreds of men who played for
Coach Adams, it’s that his influence continued far beyond their high school
years. To many players back in the 1960s and ‘70s, Coach Adams was
both a mentor and father figure.
To many former players, including myself, Coach Adams continued to
be important to us long after our playing careers ended. Coach never lost
enthusiasm for life, his players and his former coaches.

“I think the very best part of Coach Adams was that EVERY time I
was in his presence, he uplifted me and made me feel special,” said former
star quarterback Steve Trusso, Class of 1971. “Coach Adams has been the
most influential coach and mentor in my life. He was truly an amazing man
who will never be forgotten.”
Former All-WNY quarterback Pat O’Brien, Class of 1975, shared this
vignette about Coach Adams’ inspirational pep talks.
“I was 16 years old. It was pregame vs. Kenmore West, my junior
year. Outside, the murmur of the band and what seemed like 10,000 fans.
Inside the locker room, you could hear a pin drop as Coach, somehow
looking each of us in the eye, provided clarity to some 60 teenagers:

‘Do you feel something in here?,’ he said, pointing to his
stomach. As we nodded, he assured us, ‘It’s OK. It means you
care,’ and he pointed to his heart. He reminded us, ‘Since even
before the hot 3-a-day practices of muggy August, you have
been preparing for this moment.’ He scanned the room, nodding
his head as he looked each of us in the eye. ‘You are ready.
Now,’ he said, ‘look at the person on your right and the person
on your left. You won’t remember the person you sat next to in
math class, but a long time from now, you will remember your
teammates and what you did today… Now, go out there and kick
the CRAP out of them!’
“We did and we remember,” O’Brien said. “Coach showed us what
purpose, preparation, passion and teamwork could do. Coach lives on in
the hearts, minds and deeds of all those former teenagers, and so many
more. ‘Once a Bulldog, always a Bulldog!’”
Coach Adams molded young men into good people, and future
leaders, while serving as the head football coach at Kenmore East for 14
seasons. He joined the coaching staff at Kenmore East when the school
first opened in 1959. He was head coach from 1964 to 1977, compiling an
81-26-5 record. He retired from coaching Kenmore East to watch his son,
Rick, play football at Lehigh. He then went on to coach at the college level,
including various coaching positions at the University at Buffalo, Canisius

College and Buffalo State College. He was also a college scout for the
Buffalo Bills.
Alongside O’Brien was Rick Adams, a standout All-WNY center for
the 1974 Bulldogs who were ranked No. 1 in New York State. Rick has fond
memories of playing for his father.
“Playing for dad was a joy,” Rick said. “He always told me there would
be pressures being the
coach’s son. He told me to
remember one thing;
‘every time you come off
the practice or game field,
look into the mirror. If you
can say to yourself you did
your absolute best, then
you’re a champion in my
eyes.’”
In the Ken-Ton
community’s collective
eyes was a leader who represented the school with dignity and class. In
September of 2007, the Kenmore East football field on Parker Boulevard
was renamed Dick “Sparky” Adams Field in his honor.
I played quarterback for
Coach Adams in 1975-76. His
old-school, hard-nosed philosophy
helped a lot of wayward teens grow
up quickly. He taught teamwork,
discipline, perseverance and how to
handle success and failure. He
taught life! I can confidently say that
Coach made me a better man, and I
will always have the utmost
admiration and respect for him.
Over the past couple of years, me and a few other former players
made periodic visits to see Coach. Despite being in pain from numerous
back surgeries and battling cancer at age 91, his mind was still sharp as

tack and he still had that “spark” in his eyes and passion in his heart. He
would always say he bleeds Blue and Gold. Coach loved to talk football;
about the “old days,” sharing the same great stories with us every time. We
had a lot of laughs and shared a ton
of great memories.
Talking Kenmore East football
was one of Coach Adams’ favorite
topics, along with the love for his
late wife of 64 years, Jean; their
three children, Rick (Susan), Penny
and Amy (Keith); and grandchildren,
Alex (Eric), Shelby, Rachel, Cory
and Brian.
Knowing time was of the
essence, I made a quick visit to see Coach Adams the Saturday before he
passed. You could tell “it” was getting close, the fourth quarter, but Coach
was a fighter.
“Denny, I’m not going quickly,” Coach said with wry smile while lying
in his bed. “I’m still battling.”
We talked about football and family. Before leaving, I thanked him
and told him I loved him.
“Love you, too, Denny,” Coach said as he mustered the strength to
lean forward and shake my hand. “I
always wanted the best for my
players. I hope they know that.”
We certainly do, Coach!
Rest in peace.

COLUMN

BEING FRANK…
By Frank Wolf @wolf3328
Folks we’re into our sixth week of the
high school football season. The playoffs for
some teams literally are in full swing.
The Sweet Home Panthers (Class A-2)
who started the season 2-0 are literally fighting
for their playoff lives after losing three straight.
They have the undefeated McKinley Macks (5-0) along with
sophomore running back sensation Tyrone Hughes in town Thursday
night. Can the Panthers stop the bleeding? No time to waste. A loss
Thursday all but ends their playoff hopes.
The Kenmore West Blue Devils (3-2) were an afterthought after
being pummeled by Sweet Home in Week 1, 41-28. However, the
program has rallied winning three of it’s next four. They’ll host Niagara
Wheatfield Saturday in a non-league game before playing North
Tonawanda (0-5). Jermaine Atkins once again put his team on his
back when the Blue Devils upset previously unbeaten Will East last
week. The senior rushed for over 250 yards and four TDs while
defensively he did a great job limiting star receiver Dorian Facen Jr.’s
production. Things are looking good for Ken-West.
We haven’t spent enough time talking about the Macks and the
job Brian Davis and his coaching staff have done. You see the 5-0
record and think it’s been an easy ride. It hasn’t always been. In fact,
Ken West had a 13-0 lead on the Macks after the first quarter in Week
3 before McKinley mounted a comeback. McKinley also trailed West
Seneca West last week. The team has been battle tested and Hughes
is the real deal. The sophomore is averaging over 11-yards per carry

and has a good shot of going over the 1,000-yard mark this Thursday.
On the defensive side of the ball two players are pulling down
double-digit sacks. Rayshawn Riley and Jaymere Patrick have
combined for 21 sacks so far this season with Shamonti Griffin and
Tamone McNamee chipping in with 11 more combined. Is this another
“Steel Curtain”?
Both Clarence and Jamestown had rocky starts but both
programs are 2-0 in the division. Williamsville North (2-1) has played
well but they need help if they’re to reach the post season. They have
two Non-League games sandwiched around a date with the Red
Devils, which will be everything. Clarence has Lockport this week
before hosting Will North and then finishing the season down in
Jamestown.
Keep an eye on that battle in A1 it’s going to be a dandy of a
finish.
Game of the Year: It was last Friday when the Lancaster Legends
knocked off Canisius in a thrilling 24-20 game that should have been
talked about more then it was. It’s a shame WGR550 canceled the
Inside High School Sports show with Tony Caligiuri and Roger Weiss.
WNY Athletics was also a major player on the show offering plenty of
support with Francis Boeck, Tom Prince and myself participating in the
weekly segments. One hour of airtime is all high school sports
received in this town and now it is all gone. A complete shame on all
the local networks. Anyways, what a game, it will be talked about for
decades.
Noteworthy: Cam Warburton (Cheektowaga) has the opportunity to
become the all-time rushing leader for the Warriors. The senior is just
15-yards short of surpassing his father’s record (3009) and 1 TD away
from tying the rushing TD record (34) also owned by his father, Derrick
(’02). Cheektowaga hosts Albion this Friday.
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