WNY Athletics

Football Report
ISSUE NO. 9 - WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 26th 2022

All Class AA teams get a bye in Week 9,
our Class AA Playoff Preview will be in
next week’s issue!

CLASS A PLAYOFFS

(No. 1) South Park vs. (No. 8) Clarence
By Joe Kraus @Joe_Kraus18
Top-ranked South Park
(6-2, 6-0 Class A3) hosts
eighth-seeded Clarence (5-3,
3-2 Class A-1) in the Section VI
Class A Quarterfinals on
October 28 at All-High Stadium
at 7 p.m.
South Park clinched the
Class A-3 division title in the
regular season – their seventh
division title over the last 10
seasons and are searching for
their third sectional title in the last four seasons since 2019. Junior
quarterback Noah Willoughby is the Section VI leader in passing yards
(2,062) and is tied for third in passing touchdowns (21.) Defensively, the

Sparks are led by seniors Demarie Johnson and Nanie Rivera. Among
Section VI leaders, Johnson is second with 108 tackles (13.5 per game)
and Rivera is tied for third with six interceptions.
Clarence lost to eventual sectional champion Lancaster in the 2021
Class AA semifinals and aim for their first sectional title since 2010. After
winning five of their first six contests in 2022, the Red Devils suffered
double-digit losses against Williamsville North and Jamestown. Senior
quarterback Dylan Rifenburg has thrown for 917 yards and six touchdowns
and added three rushing scores.
Expect Brady Culhane to once again play a major role for Clarence.
The senior halfback leads Clarence in rushing yards (643) and rushing
touchdowns (12.) Culhane has recorded four 100+ rushing yard games and
is one of 23 Section VI rushers with 10 or more touchdowns this season.
The winner faces Williamsville North or WNY Maritime/Health
Sciences in the Class A Semifinals next weekend.

(No. 2) Jamestown vs. (No. 8) West Seneca West
By Joe Kraus @Joe_Kraus18
Second-seeded Jamestown (6-2, 5-0
Class A-1) hosts seventh-ranked West
Seneca West (6-2, 4-2 Class A-2) in the
Section VI Class A Quarterfinals on
October 28 at Strider Field at 7 p.m.
This is the first meeting between the two
programs since the Red Raiders defeated
the Indians in West Seneca 35-14 on Sept.
14 last year.
The reigning Section VI Class A
champions, the Red Raiders are red-hot
and enter the postseason on a six-game
winning streak. The program’s all-time
leader in passing yards and passing
touchdowns, senior quarterback Trey Drake
remains an elite passer in Section VI. The

North Dakota State commit ranks fourth in passing yards (1,798) and fifth in
passing touchdowns (20.)
Jamestown’s defense is led by senior linebacker Sean O’Brien, who
has posted a sectional-best 144 tackles (18.0 per game). O’Brien has
recorded 10 or more tackles in each game, including a season-high 24
tackles at Niagara-Wheatfield on October 14.
West returns to sectional postseason play for the first time since 2019
and search for its first sectional title since their state-champion 2017
campaign. The Indians enter the 2022 postseason on a three-game
winning streak.
Despite missing two of West’s last three games to injury, junior
running back Bernard Freeman is still a major threat and has scored six
rushing touchdowns this season. Sophomore Cayden Stupak has grown
into the quarterback position and has thrown for 1,025 yards and nine
touchdowns.
The winner meets McKinley or Kenmore West in the Class A
Semifinals next weekend.

(No. 3) McKinley vs. (No. 6) Kenmore West
By Tony Fiorello

@anthonyfiorello
There will be no
shortage of familiarity with
one another when the
third-seeded McKinley Macks
(7-1, 5-1 Class A2) and
sixth-ranked Kenmore West
Bulldogs (6-2, 4-2 A2) meet
in the Section VI Class A
quarterfinal on Friday night at
Riverside High School.

That’s because as divisional opponents for most of the last few years,
the two schools have become quite accustomed to one another. The
postseason matchup between the Macks and Blue Devils will be the fourth
time the two teams have faced each other since 2019, with McKinley
holding a 2-1 record against Kenmore West over the last four seasons and
Brian Davis’ squad outscoring John Haynes’ team by a combined score of
100-53 (including a 44-27 win by McKinley in Week Three).
Offensively, the Macks boast one of the area’s best running games
with three ball carriers tallying at least 600 yards on the ground. Knicar
Lewis and Azari Adugnae combined for 1,325 yards and 15 touchdowns,
but the best of the bunch is sophomore Tyrone Hughes whose 1,275 yards
and 14 touchdowns paced the team. Adugnae and fellow quarterback
Brandon Liggans led McKinley in passing.
Davis’ defense can get after quarterbacks too. Three players –
Rayshawn Riley, Jaymere Patrick and Shamonti Griffin each recorded
double-digit sack totals and all had over 80 tackles.
Not to be outdone, Haynes’ team has some standouts as well.
Jermaine Atkins combined for 1,334 yards from scrimmage (923 rushing,
411 receiving) and Danny Klein is the Blue Devils’ quarterback. Hezekiah
Mercado was Kenmore West’s leader in sacks with nine.

(No. 4) WNY Maritime/Health Sciences vs. (No. 5)
Williamsville North
By Tony Fiorello

@anthonyfiorello
A showdown between
the fourth-seeded
Williamsville North
Spartans (5-3, 4-1 Class
A1) and the fifth-ranked
WNY Maritime/Health
Science Falcons (5-3, 4-2
A3) looms in the Section VI

Class A quarterfinal on Friday night.
The two schools, who haven’t met over the last four years, each have
some formidable players who will look to help their team advance to the
next round. Paul Palizay’s Spartans boast a duo in running back Kendal
Donovan and quarterback Mitch Kelly who can hurt opponents with their
legs (Donovan has 824 rushing yards and 10 touchdowns while Kelly
gained 573 yards on the ground with 11 scores) and through the air
(Donovan was second on the team in catches and receiving yards and
Kelly threw for nine touchdowns). Wide receiver DJ Leonard is Williamsville
North’s best receiver, and he and Kelly tied for the team lead in
interceptions on defense.
Meanwhile, the Falcons have a few solid athletes of their own.
Antwain Ceasar is coach Tyree Parker’s leading rusher with 609 yards and
five touchdowns and Shamere Banks and Montrice Webster have split the
starting quarterback job. Nyjuan Littlejohn and Lamont Chamberlain are the
Falcons’ leading tacklers with 38 and 37, respectively.

CLASS B PLAYOFFS

(B1 No. 1) Iroquois vs. (B2 No. 4) Olean
By Tony Fiorello

@anthonyfiorello
The first round of the
Section VI Class B playoffs has
a matchup between the first
seed from Class B1 – the
Iroquois Chiefs (8-0, 5-0 B1) –
and the fourth seed from Class
B2 – the Olean Huskies (4-4, 3-3
B2) – to kick off the postseason,
and it’s shaping up to be a good
one.
This is the second time in three years that these two schools have
faced one another in the postseason – Iroquois defeated Olean 46-15 in
the 2020 Fall II postseason – and the third campaign in a row the two
teams have competed against one another in either regular season or

playoff play. The Chiefs won the prior two matchups by a combined score
of 82-34, so the Huskies will be looking to exact revenge.
Robert Pitzonka, whose team is looking to make a second
consecutive appearance at Highmark Stadium, has a trio of offensive
playmakers. Running back Trevor Barry (1,452 rushing yards and a
staggering 28 touchdowns), wideout Nate McGoldrick (43 catches for 725
yards and eight scores) and quarterback Justus Kleitz (1,587 passing
yards, a 78.2 completion percentage and a touchdown-to-interception ratio
of 22:1) might be the most dangerous threesome in Section VI. Nate Blair
leads Iroquois in sacks with eight and Gavin Cook paced the Chiefs with
three interceptions on defense.
Phil Vecchio’s Huskies, on the other hand, are looking to pull off an
upset. Memphis App is their top running back with 601 yards and three
touchdowns, Joe Mest is their starter under center and has thrown for 13
touchdowns and Cade Anastasia and Thomas Bates are Olean’s leading
receivers with 26 catches apiece (Anastasia has seven touchdowns and
Bates has found the end zone three times). Anastasia, however, is even
more impressive on defense having hauled in a whopping eight
interceptions.

(B2 No. 1) Maryvale vs.
(B1 No. 4) Burgard
By Jack Kreuzer
@JackKreuzer
The Maryvale Flyers (8-0,
6-0 B2) rolled through the
regular season without
slipping up once. One of four
undefeated teams remaining
in WNY, Maryvale won all but
two games they've played by
at least two scores. Their lone shutout on the season came in Week 3,
when they rolled over the Burgard Bulldogs 38-0 at Riverside HS.

It’s no secret that the Flyers offense lives and dies by the
performance of senior RB Justus Hill. With 808 yards from 111 carries and
20 TDs on the ground, Hill ranks 4th in WNY in rushing TDs. Senior QB
Will Schiller put up 463 yards and 5 TD’s passing, along with being the
second best rusher for the Flyers, running for 351 yards and 1 score.
Never having allowed more than 19 points against in a game this season,
the Maryvale defense is led by senior LB Dalton Harper and senior LB
Ryan Benson, combining for over 100 total tackles on the year. As a team,
the Flyers have forced 14 fumbles, recovering all 14 and another 3
unforced fumbles for, along with 7 interceptions. Maryvale’s defense has
the speed and size to compete with anyone within Class B in WNY.
From Downtown Buffalo, the Burgard Bulldogs (3-5, 2-3 B1) had just
one win after four weeks of play. A 12-6 OT win over Lew-Port on Thursday
Night Football kept the Bulldogs’ playoff hopes alive. Their 32-13 league
win over Lake Shore in week 8 clinched a playoff spot for Burgard, after
missing the postseason in 2021, falling in the Class B Chuck Funke Bowl
Final to Dunkirk.
Offensively, the majority underclassmen Bulldogs rely on the legs of
their senior RB Doug Washington, who ran for 637 yards and 4 TDs, along
with their junior QB Na’Jai Starks, who rushed for 324 yards and 4 TDs.
Through the air, Starks connected for 515 yards and 5 TDs.
On the defensive side of the ball, Makhari Mims and Doug
Washington lead the way in tackles, each posting over 80 on the regular
season. With 7 interceptions and 4 recovered fumbles, the Bulldogs
defense will need to be on their A-game to come out on top in their round
one matchup with the Flyers.
Maryvale hosts Burgard for their quarterfinal matchup in Class B on
Thursday, kickoff set for 6 p.m.

(B1 No. 2) Pioneer vs. (B2 No. 3) Albion
By Jack Kreuzer @JackKreuzer
A pair of three-game win
streaks in the regular season
set the Pioneer Panthers (6-2,
4-1 B1) up for success,
earning the 2nd seed in the
Class B1 division. However,
the Panthers’ seeding
matches them up in round one
with one of the two teams to
defeat them this season.
Following the Panther’s
22-16 loss to Albion in week 4, Pioneer dropped their only other loss on the
season to the #1 seeded Iroquois Chiefs. It was a non-league match in
week 6 that turned the season back around for the Panthers, closing a
three game homestand with a 23-6 upset victory over Class A’s #1 seeded
South Park Sparks.
Through eight weeks of play, the Panthers are dealing with injuries,
including the sidelining of sophomore starting QB Gavin Schwab, who
threw for 354 yds and 7 TDs in four games to start the season. Without
their QB1, the Panthers lean heavily on their rushing offense, led by senior
Kyle Stover, who posted 690 yards and 8 TDs on the ground, followed by
junior Dalton Giboo, totaling 467 yards while punching in six TDs himself.
Defensively, the Panthers have been lights out since their week 5
loss vs Iroquois, allowing just one score in their last three weeks of the
season, closing their B1 schedule with back-to-back shutouts over Lake
Shore and Lew-Port. The defensive side has turned the ball over, notching
7 INTs and 6 fumble recoveries on the season. Off those turnovers,
Pioneer’s defense has scored 5 TDs this season, with Kyle Stover
collecting 2 pick-sixes.
After starting the season 0-2, the Albion Purple Eagles (6-2, 4-2 B2)
are one of the hottest teams in WNY, winning six straight heading into the

postseason. In rivalry week, the Purple Eagles took down Class C’s #1
seed, Medina, in a come from behind, 26-20 OT thriller.
With their only losses on the season coming at home to Maryvale and
Falconer, the Purple Eagles took to the road, as the northeastern-most
team in Section VI, a 2.5 hour trip home from Olean was the turn of the tide
after a 38-21 win in week 3.
Senior QB Amari Jones is one of two key players for Albion. Throwing
for 953 yards and 12 TDs (just 1 INT), rushing for a team-high 578 yards
and 7 TDs, Amari has firmly put his name into the conversation for the
Connolly Cup Trophy. The young man who completes the duo for the
Purple Eagles is his brother, senior WR Javon Jones. Javon leads the team
in all receiving stats, ranking up 498 yards and 8 TDs on 27 receptions
through 8 weeks of play.
On the defensive side of the ball, Albion is led by the same two
players, both from the safety positions. Amari and Javon Jones each have
5 INTs on the season, Amari taking one to the house. Amari also has
tacked on two forced fumbles, while senior LB Jacob Hughson has forced
two. Amari leads the team in total tackles with 49.
Back in week 4, Albion took the drive to Pioneer, and took an 8-0 lead
into the second quarter. Tied 16-16 at the half, the lone score in the 2nd
half was the first play of the fourth quarter, when Albion’s Amari Jones
forced a fumble in the backfield, scooped up by senior Sh’Kwe Riley, who
took it to the house for a 40-yard fumble return TD.
Pioneer seeks revenge on their home turf when they host Albion on
Friday night at 7 p.m.

(B2 No. 2) Falconer/Cassadaga Valley/Maple Grove vs. (B1
No. 3) West Seneca East
By Adam Gorski @AdamGorski_
The No. 4 vs. No. 5 matchup in Class B features two teams that
bolster dangerous rushing attacks with multiple weapons.
The No. 4 Falconer/CV/MG Golden Cougars (5-3, 4-2) enter the
playoffs with three running backs over 300 yards: seniors Dalton Caldwell

and Matt Welsh as well as
sophomore Charlie Reichenbach.
Caldwell has been the leader of this
three-pronged attack, totaling 606
yards to go with 13 touchdowns,
while Welsh averages a staggering
10.4 yards per carry, sixth best in
Section VI among rushers with at
least 30 carries.
Similarly, No. 5 West Seneca East
(5-3, 3-2) features a dominant rushing
duo in Charlie Rosado and Mike
Hayes. The seniors have nearly split carries exactly even, with Rosado
totaling 741 yards and six touchdowns on 97 carries and Hayes finishing
the regular season with 686 yards and seven scores on 99 attempts.
Combine that with Trojans dual-threat quarterback Andrew Deptula
totaling 312 yards and seven touchdowns on the ground, and it sets up for
a matchup where winning the battle in the trenches will be crucial.
The Golden Cougars and Trojans did not play in the regular season
and will square off at 7 p.m. Friday at Falconer.

CLASS C PLAYOFFS

No. 1 Medina vs. No. 8 Eden/North Collins
By Adam Gorski @AdamGorski_
The defending Section VI Class C champions Medina will begin their
postseason title defense against an Eden/North Collins team that snuck
into the playoffs with a crucial 34-26
win over Alden last week.
It’s hard to assess the No. 1
Mustangs (7-1, 5-0), who have
outscored opponents by an average
of 32.5 points in their wins, without
immediately looking to RB/LB Noah
Skinner. The senior has done it all
this season: leading Medina in
rushing with 1,224 yards (sixth in the
section) on 128 attempts totaling 22
touchdowns, third most in Section VI.

Defensively, he also led the team with 42 tackles.
Quarterback Aiden Pitts has also strung together a strong season,
completing 64.2% of his passes for 686 yards to go with nine total
touchdowns and just two interceptions.
As for the No. 8 Raiders (4-4, 3-2), they too have one name that
stands out: quarterback Matt Sweet. The dual-threat senior put up 829
rushing yards, second most among QBs in Section VI, and 14 total
touchdowns, along with 51 tackles defensively. Running back Brendon
O’Donnell has led the Eden/North Collins backfield this season, totaling
486 yards on 59 carries.
The two sides did not play in the regular season and will face off at 7
p.m. Friday at Medina.

No. 2 Lackawanna vs. No. 7 Southwestern
By Adam Gorski @AdamGorski_
The
Lackawanna
Steelers enter
the postseason
as just one of five
undefeated
teams in Section
VI, where they’ll
take on a
formidable No. 7
seed in
Southwestern.
The No. 1
Steelers (8-0,
5-0) boast talent
up and down
their roster, and
have been led by

a stellar season from quarterback Billy Gechell, who posted a stat line of
75-of-125 for 1,239 yards through the air to go with one of the best TD-INT
ratios in Western New York with 21 scores, three interceptions. His leading
receiver, Shyheim Smalls, has hauled in 30 receptions for 433 yards and
nine touchdowns while also leading the team in tackles defensively with 68.
In the trenches, senior Sunday Ikegwuonu has been a force,
terrorizing offensive lines all season and tallying 11 sacks, tied for fourth in
the section.
As for Southwestern (6-2, 4-1), running back Matt Pannes leads the
Trojans in rushing, receiving and tackles, tallying 824 total yards and 10
total touchdowns to go with 52 tackles on the other side of the ball.
Quarterback Jameson Walsh has also strung together a good season
through the air, tallying 726 yards and nine touchdowns to two interceptions
despite missing some time.
The Steelers and Trojans did not square off in the regular season,
and their quarterfinal matchup is slated for 1 p.m. Saturday at Lackawanna.

No. 3 Salamanca vs. No. 6 Cleveland Hill
By John Carubba
In what should be
a thrilling contest in
this Class C
Playoff Matchup,
Salamanca
Warriors (6-2
record, 4-1 league)
and Cleveland Hill
Golden Eagles (5-3
record, 4-1 league)
will square off in a
rematch from
Week 2 when the
Warriors prevailed

34-8 at Cleveland Hill.
In that game, sophomore QB Maddox Isaac and senior RB/LB Jesse
Stahlman went off for the Warriors, Isaac threw for 160 yards and 3 TDs,
while Stahlman led the rushing attack for 110 yards and two scores and
WR Arlen Newark chipped in with a receiving TD in the convincing Warriors
victory.
The Warriors won the three-way tiebreaker for the top spot C
South with Fredonia and Southwestern. Their only two blemishes are a
Week 1 loss to Randolph and a five-point decision to Southwestern.
The Golden Eagles have won five-straight after losing their first three
games of the season.
In eight games, Stahlman has run for 824 yards averaging 6.9 yards
per carry and 13 TDs. On defense, he has 41 solo and 63 total tackles. His
quarterback Isaac is 38/65 830 passing yards and 10 TDs.
On the other side, Cleveland Hill is led by seniors QB Zach Phillips
and HB/LB Larry Burgin. Phillips is 42/61 for 504 passing yards and 7 TDs.
Burgin has 807 rushing yards and 10 touchdowns has contributed 65
tackles on defense.

No. 4 Depew Wildcats vs.
No. 5 Fredonia Hillbillies
By John Carubba
The road back to Highmark
Stadium for 2021 Class C Finalist
Fredonia Hillbillies begins at
Depew Friday Night as they take
on the Wildcats.
Fredonia (7-1 record, 4-1
league), whose only loss was a
40-30 decision to Salamanca, is
led by senior QB Ethan Fry who
is third in Section VI with 1,866
passing yards to along with 18

TDs. Classmate Micah Davis is a true-way player; as the team’s leading
rusher (895 yards) and has the second-leading tackler (71 total tackles).
Depew (4-4 record, 4-1 league) took care of business in the Class C
Central division with their only league loss coming to champion
Lackawanna.
The Wildcats are led by Junior QB/FS Thomas Che who has thrown
for nearly 800 yards and 10 TDs. Senior Mohamed Khalil does a little bit of
everything. Khalil has 573 rushing yards, over 100 receiving yards and 15
touchdowns on the year to go along with 53 total tackles.
Kickoff is 7 p.m.

CLASS D PLAYOFFS

Randolph Cardinals (Bye)
By Alex Kolstee @AKSportsWNY
The Randolph Cardinals hold the #1 seed in Class D and are on a
bye week for the quarterfinals. They will host the winner of 4-seed
Clymer/Sherman/Panama and 5-seed Wilson in the semifinals. Randolph
topped the Wolfpack back in Week 2 with a 35-18 victory and defeated the
Lakemen in Week 6 35-14.
The Cardinals need no introduction when it comes to their impact
players – it all starts with star senior running back Xander Hind, who this
season had 149 carries for 1,562 yards and 18 touchdowns, putting him
second in Section VI, and is certainly one of the favorites for the Conolly
Cup.
Senior Carson Conley has been Randolph’s safety valve at
quarterback, going 18-30 for 414 yards and 10 touchdowns through the air
this season. Randolph hasn’t had to throw the ball a lot with Hind
dominating the ground game, but Conley has been able to move the ball
through the air when called upon. Defensively, senior Jaiden Huntington

leads the way with 43 tackles this season and is a part of a Randolph
defensive unit that has been stout.

No. 2 Franklinville-Ellicottville vs No. 7 Gowanda/Pine Valley
By Alex Kolstee @AKSportsWNY
The Franklinville-Ellicottville Titans
went 6-2 overall with a 5-2 league record,
while the Gowanda-Pine ValleyPanthers
were 2-6 overall and 1-6 in league play.
Franklinville-Ellicottville shut out the
Panthers back on October 7th in a 47-0
victory.
The Titans will look to return to
Highmark Stadium and avenge their loss to
Randolph, with senior dual-threat
quarterback Gian Nuzzo leading the charge.
While going 26-56 with 426 passing yards
and four touchdowns, Nuzzo also led the
Titans in rushing with 116 rushes for 678 yards and 10 touchdowns.
Defensively, Hunter Smith has been the leader with 48 total tackles, 31 of
those solo, with an interception and a fumble recovery to his credit. Smith is
also the second leading rusher on the team with 58 carries for 387 yards
and 8 touchdowns, as well as 3 receptions for 43 yards.
Gowanda-Pine Valley is led offensively by senior Harlee Conklin, who
has 85 carries for 514 yards and 5 touchdowns on the season for the
Panthers. Conklin is also a defensive catalyst for the Panthers, with 21 total
tackles, and 16 solo. Kaleb Smith has been the primary leader for the
Gowanda defense, with 54 total tackles (39 solo).
Kickoff is Friday at 7 p.m. at Ellicottville High School.

No. 3 Portville vs No. 7 Frewsburg
By Mike Pidanick @mkpidanick
In its six victories, the Portville High School football team's defense
was on target. The Panthers allowed more than one score just once and
posted two shutouts.
Portville's two losses were a different story, most pronounced in last
Friday's lopsided loss to top-seeded Randolph. That said, Portville still
poses to be a challenger in Class D.
The Panthers open the playoff journey at 7 p.m. Friday as No. 6 seed
Frewsburg comes to town.
Portville is led in rushing by junior Kaedon Holcomb, who ran for 611
yards and 10 touchdowns. Junior quarterback Luke Petryszak added nearly
300 yards and three more scores and also threw for 384 yards and three
TDs.
Senior fullback/tight end Zander Keim scored nine total touchdowns,
catching 10 passes for 231 yards and adding 174 yards on the ground.
Keim has also been a big play guy on defense with two interceptions and
two fumble recoveries.
Portville won 55-8 on Sept. 8 at Frewsburg so the Bears know they’ll
have a big challenge ahead. Frewsburg finished at 3-5 overall and 2-5 in
the league. Sophomore Chase Haglund leads the Bears with 311 rushing
yards and six touchdowns. Junior Vincent Sanfilippo and senior Patrick
Spencer also have three TDs apiece for Frewsburg.

No. 4 Clymer/Sherman/Panama vs No. 5 Willson
By Mike Pidanick @mkpidanick
CSP opened its season with a 40-14 win
over Wilson on Sept. 3 but on Saturday
afternoon the Lakemen will have their
chance at revenge.
Fourth-seeded CSP hosts No. 5
Wilson at 1:30 p.m. in Panama in a
Class D Section VI semifinal.
The Wolfpack finished the regular
season at 6-2 overall and 5-2 in Class D.
The losses were to top-seed Randolph
and to No 3 seed Portville.
The biggest win was a 22-20 thriller over Franklinville/Ellicottville on Oct.
15. Every other victory was by at least 25 points.
Sophomore quarterback Tate Catanese has thrown for 1,301 yards
and seven touchdowns in the regular season. He also ranks second on the
team in rushingwith 325 yards and five more TDs.
Classmate Bryce Hinsdale is his favorite target with 61 catches for
705 yards and five of those scores. Trent Burchanowski is CSP's leading
rusher with 512 yards and 12 touchdowns.
Wilson finished the season at 3-5 and lost all four of its road contests.
Junior Jack Mahar led Wilson in rushing with 542 yards and three
touchdowns. Connor Ernest threw for 616 yards and six touchdowns, all to
Drew Dabill, who finished the regular year with 17 catches for 298 yards.

MONSIGNOR MARTIN FEATURE

Big Man Harrison Juggling Division-I
Offers While Leading Frannies
By Mike Pidanick @mkpidanick
The Division I offers keep
pouring in for St. Francis junior left
tackle Marcus Harrison. First UB.
Then Temple and Syracuse,
Rutgers and Boston College. He's
visited even bigger programs like
Wisconsin.
So big things seem to be in
store for the 6’8”, 305-pound beast
for the Red Raiders. And he
knows he's not here by himself.
“It's awesome, but I can't
take all the credit," Harrison said
after St. Francis rolled to a 36-13
win over Canisius on Saturday.
“It's my mom, dad, Coach Smith,
all the people that raised me and
made me who I am."
It was a historical win for St.
Francis. The Red Raiders won at
the Crusaders' Robert J. Stransky
Complex for the first time in
program history, and the offensive
line was a major reason.
"Our line really came to play
today, which was really nice,"
coach Jerry Smith said. "That
controlled things up front."

The offensive line led by
Harrison also includes seniors
Aiden Dubeck and senior Matthew
Stadler as well as junior Romeo
Valle and sophomore Ethan
Farley. The unit has been
dominant all year long and is
continuing to get better every
week.
"The line did amazing,"
Harrison said. "We're starting to
become together as one. The stuff
we've been working on throughout
the weeks is working, now we just
have to keep grinding and
grinding."

The Red Raiders dominated
a young Crusaders team from
start to finish on Saturday.
Quarterback Steve Otremba and
wide receiver Logan Raeska
connected for three touchdowns
and Terrance Pendergrass and
Ricardo Kidd added rushing
scores as St. Francis wrapped up
the regular season Monsignor
Martin Athletic Association
championship.

The Red Raiders face
powerhouse McDowell (Erie, P.A.)
this week and then await the
winner of the Canisius-St. Joe’s
semifinal for the right to play for
the Catholic state championship.
“That’s our goal, and I think
it’s a reasonable goal,” Smith said.
“But we’re going to have to play a
lot better for that to happen with
the teams they have out on Long
Island.”
St. Francis got to the title
game last season but dropped a
38-22 decision to Iona Prep. Still a
lot of work to do, but that’s the
grand prize in sight.
“We're hoping to get back
there and win it for the first time,”
Harrison said. “That would be
amazing.”

COVER STORY

Jamestown learning
about “The Hard Hat”
By Jacob Fyock @Jacob_Fyock
The Jamestown Red Raiders
capped off their regular season with a
55-14 win over Clarence.
It has become another successful
season for the football program and for
head coach Tom Langworthy. He has
established what he wants for his
players and in return has won multiple
Section VI titles, a state title in 2014 and
a trip to the semifinals last season.
The talent is there it has always
been there, but turning boys into men is
what Langworthy has most incorporated
into his system. When they graduate
they can go on to become better men,
better husbands, better fathers and how
has the 15-year head coach installed
this into his team? A book study.
Langworthy bought into this during the spring football season in 2021.
When COVID-19 hit Section VI, the football season was postponed, and
there was uncertainty if there would be a season at all. Luckily, the sport
was given the green light for the spring and it was then Langworthy wanted
the book study to be apart of his team.
“I look at it as a period where players and coaches were down. I
reflected on that and thought what can I do as a coach? I was doing a lot of

reading and I thought to myself if I am getting something out of this, my
players can too,” said Langworthy.
It started the berth of what coach calls it a “culture playbook.” This
contained quotes and snippets of information that would be organized into
a packet and to be used throughout the season. A way to provide
motivation to the team while the players acquire tools and resources on
and off the field.
Fast forward to the start of this season, Langworthy has taken a
different approach. At least once a week, the team will go into a meeting
room and read “The Hard Hat: 21 Ways to be a Great Teammate” by Jon
Gordon. The book provides tips on how to be unselfish, a good competitor
and a good teammate.
They’ll read chapter by chapter and like a book club, they go over
each chapter, discuss it and write down notes from each chapter. The goal
is that the lessons they learn will not only contribute to this season but
down the road in their life as well.
In addition, there is also a
“Hardhat Teammate of the
Week” where any player on the
roster is eligible to win the
award by displaying positivity
towards their teammates on
game night, regardless of
playing time.
Juniors Aiden Senear,
Masiah Jones, Marco Lo Bello
and senior John Torres are
some of the players who have
won the hard hat award.
“I can tell the players who are absorbing it, I think it will help us in the
season. We’re building leadership capabilities, leadership skills, teaching
men how to be men.” said Langworthy.
Jamestown heads into the playoffs with an overall record of 6-2 and
an undefeated 5-0 in Class A1 Division, winning their division title as they
try to repeat as Class A champions.

ALUMNI UPDATE

Bitka, Boyes Sticking Together
at Cortland
By Khari Demos @riri_demos

All Cortland football does is win. The No. 13 Red Dragons (7-0, 4-0
Empire 8) remained undefeated following a battle of conference unbeatens
against Utica, 48-21, on October 22.
Not only does it put Cortland in the driver’s seat to win the E8 this
year with two games left in conference play, it’s the program’s 11th straight
conference win dating back to 2019. If the Red Dragons can split their last

two E8 games against Alfred and St. John Fisher, they will earn a
third-consecutive share of the Empire 8 championship.
Leading the way for Cortland was quarterback Zac Boyes, as he went
13 for 18 (72.2% completion rate), threw four touchdown passes and
accumulated 265 yards of total offense (211 passing, 54 rushing) against
the Pioneers. The Kenmore West alumnus has been superb this fall, with
20 total scores (18 passing, 2 rushing) to just four interceptions, 1,821
yards through the air and 208 on the ground. He’s taken over for 2021
Empire 8 Offensive Player of the Year Brees Segala by guiding the offense
to 527 yards of total
offense and 52 points
per game, which both
rank among the top
five nationally.
One of his
personal protectors up
front is offensive guard
Ryan Bitka, as he’s
now in his second year
as a starter after his
time as an Amherst
Tiger. He and the
offensive line have
helped the Red Dragons offense average 8.2 yards per play this season
and yielded just five sacks on Boyes.
The two have quite literally grown up together and have extended
their friendship onto the football field. Over the past three seasons,
Cortland head coach Curt Fitzpatrick has seen the two grow into some of
the best players in the E8.
“I think they both have done a tremendous job. I think the biggest
thing, when we recruited them, we knew that they were very talented
players,” Fitzpatrick said. “The thing that has been most impressive to me
is how they’ve really stepped in as leaders this year and they're not seniors.
They're only COVID sophomores … but as you know, there’s normally
senior leaders but I think they're two of the better leaders on our team.”

Boyes has already been voted a team captain and Fitzpatrick described
Bitka as the offensive line’s vocal leader.
Two men who have enjoyed seeing Ryan and Zac’s success are their
fathers, Terry Bitka and Jerry Boyes. Terry is connected to Cortland
specifically as a former captain and two-time offensive lineman of the year
for the Red Dragons. But he also has a deep connection to the Boyes
family having coached alongside Jerry for 25 seasons at Buffalo State.
The two had loads of success together. Terry went from a part-time coach
to associate head coach and defensive coordinator under Buff State’s first
full-time football coach in Jerry, as they helped the Bengals win four ECAC
bowls, claim four
different coaching staff
of the year awards and
made seven NCAA
playoff appearances.
After Jerry stepped
away from Buff State in
2018, Terry retired
from coaching the
Bengals this past
summer after 36
seasons in the
program.
“I was fortunate to
hitch my wagon to Jerry Boyes, who is the epitome of class and doing
things the right way all the time and just a great mentor,” Terry said. “I owe
everything to Jerry. If Jerry Boyes hadn’t taken a chance on me by hiring
me back then, God knows what would’ve turned out.”
Things came full circle for the Bitka and Boyes families during
Cortland’s 66-7 win on Sept. 17 at the Bengal’s Coyer Field. While Terry
was thrilled for his retirement celebration that his wife Heather put together,
it was surreal seeing two young men he’s seen grow up taking part in the
game action.
“Coyer Field was Jerry and I’s daycare center,” Terry said with a
laugh. “When the wives were busy, we brought the kids, and it was fenced

in, and the players loved them, and we never had to worry about them
there. And then to see them playing a collegiate game together on that
field, that was pretty cool.”
Ironically, Zac mentioned the same thing about Coyer Field being he
and Ryan’s daycare.
“The pre-game at Buff State when we were on the field I remember
going up to Ryan and I was like ‘It's crazy, it seems like yesterday we were
just running around setting up practice over here,’” Zac said.
Coach Boyes — who served as Director of Athletics in addition to
coaching at Buff State and was a part of the athletic department for 33
years — has been in just as much awe of the fact that Ryan and Zac have
come up together and are thriving now as teammates.
“It’s amazing how fate sometimes works its way that way… they
spent so many years on our sideline together,” Boyes said. “It’s kind of neat
watching it all evolve… I’ve always said this – as parents, our job is to give
our kids the opportunity to make memories, and that’s what we do. And
they’re going about that process and we’re sitting back there with the
opportunity to watch it all unfold.”
It’s been a pleasure for Coach Boyes to see Zac elevating his game
the way he has. He mentioned how proud he and his wife, Sue, were of his
play and that he’s loved the development his son has had as a competitor
and leader. Jerry noted specifically Zac’s captaincy as a sophomore being,
in his opinion, his best accomplishment.
“I sit back there with a lot of pride in watching him do his thing,” said
Jerry, who was a two-time All-American quarterback at Ithaca. “And
watching him how he does, (impresses me) probably more so.”
Zac was able to discuss what it’s been like being out there on the
field. Especially with a load of weapons at his disposal, like receivers JJ
Laap, Cole Burgess, CJ Messina, and Jaden Alfanostjohn out of the
backfield.
“It's been a lot of fun, I'm not gonna lie,” Zac said. “It's everything that
I've ever really wanted to have. All you can ask for as a quarterback is just
an opportunity and I'm grateful that coach Fitz gave me my chance.
“And I knew once I was able to take over the reins I wasn’t going to
let them go. So I think it was just taking advantage of an opportunity and I

really love all the stuff that we’ve got going on here. My receivers, it's easy
to throw to them because they make a lot of plays and our offensive line’s
blocking their ass off. So it's an easy job for me, especially when I have
coach Fitz back there just dialing up plays. He makes things very easy for
me out there, so I'm just grateful for the position that I'm in and I’m happy
I’ve taken advantage of the opportunity so far.”
As for Ryan, it’s been a fun ride blocking for one of his best friends
under center.
“Yeah it's great
having Zac back there
and just the difference
this year compared to last
year is I’m more
comfortable now. I'm
seeing stuff at a different
level than I was last year,”
Ryan said. “Picking up
different reads, picking up
different blocks. So now
that he's back there,
having trust in him,
(knowing we can score
on) any play at any time,
definitely helps to make the block.”
Zac and Ryan had talks of where they’d each go to college as seniors
during the 2019-20 school year. They joked that maybe they’d be
teammates at Buff State, but they thought realistically they would at least
get to be teammates during the 2020 Kensington Lions All-Star High
School Football Classic for the North Team.
Unfortunately the game was canceled due to the COVID-19
pandemic. But once they realized they were both being recruited by
defending E8 co-conference champion Cortland, what started as a dream
scenario was more achievable in reality.
“It's something that you kind of dream of as a kid. Playing with your
best friend in the backyard and being able to play college football now at a

really high level, at a very prestigious program – it's just kind of like a
dream come true,” Zac said. “It's my guy that I'm playing with and I'll do
anything for him. So just knowing that I’ve got him in front of me protecting
me at all costs, it makes my life a lot easier and I can't say that I wouldn't
want to be anywhere else, so I’m grateful for the position we’re in.”
“Judging by the pre-game and post-game tailgates, this is a dream
come true for their parents as well,” Fitzpatrick said.
Football-wise, Zac shared how Coach Bitka taught him a lot about the
game as a defensive coach. For Ryan, it’s special for him to see Terry in
post-game celebrations, especially since they were on different teams last
season and even faced off in a non-conference matchup on Sept. 18, 2021.
“Being able to see him after the games is definitely huge especially
with what we're doing here accomplishing a lot,” Ryan said. “So each
milestone every week, each win every week is big to see him and is great
for him to be there.”
As long as Zac and Ryan have been around, all they can remember
is their parents being together, whether that was their fathers on the field or
their mothers at tailgates. And it’s a tradition that the families can hopefully
keep going for two more seasons at Cortland.
“It's just really a unique situation… growing up together and having a
chance (to play together). They supported each other even though they
went to different schools,” Terry said.
“They went to each other's games when they could. During the
winter, Zac would go to wrestling tournaments and Ryan would go to
basketball tournaments and in the spring, they went to watch each other
play baseball and lacrosse (respectively). And to just have them be
together at the college level now it's really unique, it really is. It keeps the
bond of Jerry and I, and Sue and Heather, and our families strong, it always
will be.”

COLUMN

BEING
FRANK…
By Frank Wolf @wolf3328
Can you believe the
regular season has come to a
close? It certainly moved by
quickly. There were teams that started out quicker than others, only to
find themselves on the outside of the playoff picture looking in.
Take a look at Albion for example. Here’s a team that lost the
first two games they played, league games mind you. Instead of
panicking, instead of quitting and blaming others, they went back to
work. They found a way! The Purple Eagles have won 6 STRAIGHT!
Their hard work and commitment to getting better earned them an
opportunity to continue their season and possibly reach Highmark
Stadium. You have to take your hat off to those kids and the coaching
staff for their resilience. Imagine how well prepared these kids will be
going forward, not just on the football field but in life!
The South Park Sparks are your No. 1 overall seed in Class A.
After an opening week loss to Frontier that caught the eye of many in
WNY, like Albion, the Sparks rolled up their sleeves, didn’t lose sleep,
overcame a bad week and came through. The eventual Class A
champion has to go through All-High Stadium, whereas the past
couple of years that road went through Jamestown. Kudos to Coach
Delaney and staff on a job well done.

Falconer/Cassadaga Valley/Maple Grove were bumped up into
Class B this past offseason. A tall task for a growing program of three
schools. It’s not an easy chore trying to bring that many kids from
different hallways together to achieve a goal. The playoffs are always
within reach when Curt Fischer is the chief operating officer. Not a
surprise they clinched a spot, can they advance? They have a heck of
a defense coming to Falconer Friday night in West Seneca East.
Medina continues to be the talk of Class C after they clinched
another No. 1 seed. Lackawanna put together a fine season as well in
the No. 2 spot. The Steelers are hosting Southwestern on Saturday. It
will be by far their toughest opponent of the season. The Trojans’ Matt
Pannes is one of those players that can make a huge difference in a
game, the kid is all over the field on defense. This will be the game of
the weekend if you ask me.
Wilson has put a lot of miles on that team bus this year and
they’re about to add a bunch more as they travel down to Panama on
Saturday to play CSP. Coach Bill Atlas is one of the best at motivating
players. He has some talent there but they are pretty young. The
Lakemen have an opportunity to avenge their Week 1 loss to the
Wolfpack.
It’s a new season and everybody is undefeated. Let’s play ball!
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