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MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
Far West Regionals hosted by Section V
Monday, Nov. 21 - 6 p.m. (Section V team sites)
Class B Iroquois at Batavia
Class C Lackawanna at Attica
Class D Randolph at Oakfield-Alabama/Elba
Class AA Bennett at McQuaid
Class A Jamestown at Hilton

Connolly Cup Banquet - Monday, December
5th
Trench Trophy Banquet - Tuesday,
December 6th
Dick Gallagher Annual Football Banquet Saturday, December 10th

Class AA
Bennett vs. McQuaid-Jesuit
By Mike Pidanick
@mkpidanick
Bennett has
been on a mission
all season long –
state championship
or bust. The next
step on that journey
for the Tigers is a
rematch with an old
friend.
The Tigers will
face Section V
champion
McQuaid-Jesuit in
the Far West
Regionals at 6 p.m.
on Monday. Bennett
beat McQuaid 26-14
in last year’s
regional game.
McQuaid is the Section V champion for the fourth consecutive season
after pulling away from Pittsford for a 37-14 win last Friday night in the title
game at SUNY Brockport. The Knights are the first team to win four straight
Section V football titles in the large school class since Fairport in 1991-94.
The Knights rallied for a 32-28 win over Lancaster in the 2019
regional game en route to the state championship where they lost to New
Rochelle. There were, of course, no state playoffs in the spring 2021
season.

For McQuaid it starts with junior running back John Harding, who has
run for 1,323 yards and 20 touchdowns – including 229 yards and four
touchdowns in the regional championship game. Sophomore quarterback
Will DiMarco has thrown for 1,005 yards and eight touchdowns. His favorite
receiver is senior Anthony DiMarco, who had 28 catches for 371 yards and
four touchdowns entering the regional title game.
DiMarco is also a standout defensive back with four interceptions,
including a pick-six for McQuaid. Other standouts on defense for the
Knights include senior linebacker Henry Gerstner and junior linebacker
Eoin Meyer.
Bennett is officially 4-6 after Section VI forced the Tigers to forfeit its
first six games. On the field, Bennett is 8-2 with the losses coming to Ohio
power Austintown Fitch and Pennsylvania power Erie McDowell.
The Tigers already have two Division I college commitments –
lineman Rashard Perry (Syracuse) and running back Jayden Lewis
(Buffalo). Defensive back Demari Clemons has offers from Syracuse and
UB and linebacker Ja'Meer Thomas has an offer from Akron.
Lewis caught three touchdowns from Antonio Davis III in Friday’s
surprisingly-lopsided 36-10 Section VI championship game. Davis also
threw a touchdown to Thomas, who ran for a score as well at Highmark
Stadium.

Class A
Jamestown vs. Hilton
By Joe Kraus @Joe_Kraus18

By winning a second
consecutive Section VI Class A
title – a 34-0 decision to
Williamsville North at Highmark
Stadium last Thursday –
Jamestown is back in familiar
territory.
The Red Raiders (9-2, 5-0
Section VI Class A1) will now face
Section V’s Hilton Central Cadets
(11-1, 7-0 Section V Class A1) in
the NYSPHSAA Class A Far West
Regionals at 6 p.m. on Monday.
The 14th total in program history,

Jamestown has won back-to-back
Section VI titles for the third time
(1994-95, 2013-14.) Riding a
nine-game winning streak,
Jamestown aims for its first state
title since 2014.
Orchestrating the
Jamestown offense is senior
quarterback Trey Drake, the
program’s new record-holder in
passing yards (5,943) and passing
touchdowns (71.) In 2022, Drake
is tied for the Section VI lead in
touchdowns (27), second in
passing yards (2,315) along with
seven rushing scores. Expect
Bane – the team’s leader in
rushing yards (1,058) and rushing
scores (13) – to continue receiving
a heavy load. O’Brien still paces
Section VI defenders with 191
tackles and has recorded
double-digit tackles in 21 of his 23
career games. In 2022,
Jamestown has outscored
opponents, 470-194 (42.7 points
per game.)

Since a 21-14 loss to
Webster-Schroder in their
season-opener on Sept. 2, Hilton
Central has won each of their last
11 contests. Last weekend, the
Cadets redeemed themselves
against the same Warriors team in
the Section V Class A1
championship game in a 40-7 win
– the program’s first sectional
crown since 1994. The Cadets are
led by Robert Lowry and Jeffrey
Broadnax, who combined for four
touchdowns and 356 yards
rushing in the win. Together, the
duo has scored 30 touchdowns
this season. Defensively, Brady
Quill led with 10 tackles in the
sectional title win. In 2022, the
Cadets have outscored
opponents, 461-163 (38.4 points
per game.)

Now in his 15th season,
Jamestown’s Tom Langworthy
recorded his 100th win last
weekend, joining Wally Huckno as
the only other coach in program
history to do so. Rich Lipani has
led Hilton Central the last 33
seasons and posted his 200th
career win in Section V football
earlier this season.
The Jamestown – Hilton
Central winner advances to the
NYSPHSAA Class A State
Semifinals to face either
Union-Endicott (Section IV) or
West Genesee (Section III). This
contest will be held at 6 p.m. on
November 25 at Union-Endicott
High School.

Class B
Iroquois vs. Batavia

By Tony Fiorello @anthonyfiorello
The NYSPHSAA Class B Far West Regional game is a matchup
between the champion of Section VI’s Class B – the Iroquois Chiefs (11-0,
5-0 B1) – and the winner of Section V, the Batavia Blue Devils (11-0, 10-0
Class B) and it’s an unlikely matchup.
It’s an unforeseen clash because of recent events. As talented as the
Iroquois Chiefs are – and despite having reached the Section VI Class B
title game the last three years in a row – their sectional title is just the
second one that has been claimed in school history (the other occurring in
2004). And while Batavia has won seven sectional championships since
1991 (’91, 2014-16, ’18, ’21-22), they’re coming off a dramatic, last-second
win over Monroe in which they scored the game-winning touchdown on a
Hail Mary with one second left in the game.

Yet it’s also setting up to be a showdown between an offensive
juggernaut and a shutdown defense. Iroquois has scored 27 points or more
in every game they’ve played this season but one and their counterpart in
Batavia has allowed 20 points in a game only three times in 2022. In fact,
the Blue Devils have given up double-digit points in a contest just four
times all year, and offensively Batavia has put 27 points or more on the
scoreboard in every contest on their schedule except once – last week in
their slim 14-8 victory.
Robert Pitzonka’s team is coming off an 18-7 win over Pioneer and
got to that point by defeating Olean 52-7 in the Section VI quarterfinals and
whipping West Seneca East 39-14 in the semis. He has a trio of offensive
playmakers at his disposal – running back Trevor Barry (2,181 rushing
yards and a staggering 42 touchdowns), wideout Nate McGoldrick (55
catches for 998 yards and 10 scores) and quarterback Justus Kleitz (2,172
passing yards, a 74.7 completion percentage and a
touchdown-to-interception ratio of 24:3) might be the most dangerous
threesome in Section VI. Nate Blair leads the Iroquois defense in sacks
with nine and Gavin Cook paces the Chiefs with four interceptions.
Brennan Briggs’ squad, meanwhile, is led by quarterback Ja’Vin
McFollins, wide receivers Carter McFollins-Cramer, Vincent Arroyo and
Cole Grazioplene and lineman Matthew McWethy.

Class C
Lackawanna vs. Attica
By Adam Gorski @AdamGorski_
The perfect
season lives on.
Lackawanna
(11-0) hung on to
defeat Fredonia 22-20
in the Section VI Class
C title game Thursday
night at Highmark
Stadium, crowning the
Steelers sectional
champions for the first
time since 2008.
The win
advances Lackawanna
through to the Class C Far West Regionals where they will take on Section
V champion Attica (10-2), who downed East Rochester/Gananda 16-8 to
claim their first sectional title in school history.
The Steelers, seeking their first state championship since 1998, are No. 4
in the NYSSWA’s Nov. 9 Class C state rankings while Attica sits at No. 5.
Lackawanna’s hallmark all season has been their defense, giving up
just 9.6 points per game heading into the sectional title game. Despite
allowing a season-high 20 points to the Hillbillies, a game-sealing
interception from WR/FS Shyheim Smalls meant the Steeler defense left its
mark.
Smalls has been a force defensively for Lackawanna, leading the
team in tackles heading into the championship game while also topping its
receiving yards and touchdowns list. Along with lineman Sunday
Ikegwuonu, who has been one of the best pass rushers in Section VI this

season, and linebacker Chamarr Ware, the trio combine to lead a dominant
unit.
Offensively, quarterback Billy Gechell has consistently been strong at
the helm, throwing for two touchdowns in the win over Fredonia to put his
season total at 26 to just three interceptions. Running back Antwan
Threeths might just be the MVP of Lackawanna’s playoff run, however, as
the senior put up 188 rushing yards along with a 75-yard touchdown run in
the title game.
Threeths has 465 yards on the ground along with four touchdowns in
the Steelers’ three playoff games.
As for Lackawanna’s opponents, Attica are led by junior running back
Landyn Thomas, who leads the team in rushing and posted 114 yards and
two touchdowns in the Blue Devils’ sectional title game victory. His
backfield mate, senior Wyatt Kauffman, has been a quality complement.
Blue Devil Quarterback Braden Allein has not been relied upon heavily but
has had a steady season while linebacker Case Hill leads the defense as
well as the team in tackles.
The Blue Devils have four rushers with over 200 yards on the season,
giving them an arsenal of capable running backs – which means Attica’s
versatile rushing attack against Lackawanna’s stout defense could be the
battle to watch.
Attica and Lackawanna will square off for a spot in the state
semifinals at noon on Saturday at Batavia High School.

Class D
Randolph vs. Oakfield-Alabama/Elba
By Alex Kolstee @AKSportsWNY
The Randolph Cardinals rolled to a
30-14 victory on Thursday over the
Franklinville-Ellicottville Titans, a rematch
of last year’s Section VI Class D Football
Championship.
On Monday, they will have yet
another rematch from last year’s
postseason on their hands as they travel
to Section V to take on the
Oakfield-Alabama/Elba Aggies in the Far
West Regional. Last season, the Aggies
took the victory 28-22 on a snowy
evening at Strider Field in Jamestown.
Xander Hind continues to be the
driving force of the Randolph offense
with 37 carries for 200 yards and four touchdowns last Thursday. Payton
Slade got some work as well with 10 carries for 35 yards. Jaiden
Huntington added four more tackles to an already impressive season, and
Owen Nelson picked up an interception, the highlights to a Cardinals
defense that gave the Titans fits.
For the season, Hind now has 217 carries for 2,047 yards and 25
touchdowns. Hind is in pursuit of the program’s single season rushing
yards record – a whopping 2,536 yards that was set in 2013 by Chris
Doubek. Hind needs 489 yards tie that mark, which means if Randolph
were to roll all the way to the State Championship in Syracuse he’d have to
average 163 yards per game.
Alongside him, Payton Slade has 49 carries for 251 yards and three
touchdowns in tandem with Hind. Defensively, Tristan Farnham and Jaiden

Huntington lead the way with 51 tackles for Farnham and 49 for
Huntington. Owen Nelson adds in 21 tackles along with his two
interceptions for the season.
Their opponent, the Oakfield-Alabama/Elba Aggies, have also had a
great deal of success this season. Much like their Section VI foe, the
Aggies are undefeated and have had little issue in their league games this
season. OAE is averaging 53.1 points per game, with a high of 76 in a
Week One victory versus Cardinal O’Hara and a low of 35 in last week’s
Section V Class D Championship where they knocked off previously
undefeated Alexander 35-7.
OAE has scored 50 or more points in five games this season, and
that can be attributed to a high-powered offense. Under center is junior
Bodie Hyde, who like Randolph’s Carson Conley, has not thrown the ball a
lot this season. Hyde has 26 completions on 40 attempts for 507 yards and
two touchdowns.
OAE boasts a strong running game with Hyde and senior Noah
Currier filling in the void left by now-graduated Gaige Armbrewster. Currier
leads the way with 117 carries for 1579 yards and 30 touchdowns with
Hyde adding 78 carries for 1108 yards and 19 touchdowns. On defense,
senior Brayden Smith leads the way with 76 tackles with fellow classmate
TJ Andrews right behind him with 66. Junior Austin Pangrazio comes in
with 6.5 sacks on the season and OAE’s defense has combined for 15
interceptions and nine fumble recoveries on the season.
Randolph is in search of its first state championship since 2014 and
sixth in program history. OAE is in pursuit of its first-ever state
championship. With both teams boasting potent rushing attacks and stingy
defenses, it will be yet another great battle.

ALUMNI UPDATE

Dolac Delivers – Former Walk-On Shines
for UB Football
By Khari Demos @riri_demos
They write stories about the path Shaun Dolac has gone. The West
Seneca East graduate has become a key cog for the University of Buffalo
football squad as they seek bowl eligibility for the first time since 2020.
Dolac’s ascension for the Bulls (5-5, 4-2 Mid-American Conference)
has been a dream come true. Walking on with the program during UB’s
historic 2020 campaign, Dolac was able to contribute as a reserve
linebacker on the Bulls’ first-ever nationally-ranked team. UB won the MAC
East for the fourth time in program history, earned its first title game

appearance since 2018 and won its second bowl game in the FBS era by
defeating Marshall in the Camellia Bowl.
The work that Dolac put in was finally rewarded heading into the 2021
campaign. The Section VI alum was able to earn a scholarship before the
season, as he impressed new head coach Maurice Linguist, defensive
coordinator Brandon Bailey and the rest of the UB staff. Dolac would make

the coaches look very smart in that decision, as he earned an Academic
All-MAC selection in 2021.
The 2021 campaign also showed flashes of what Dolac could be as a
player. Appearing in each game for the Bulls, the WSE alumnus showed
his worth with a blocked kick in the team’s game against Bowling Green.
He then made the first two starts of his career in UB’s final two games. In
his first start against Northern Illinois, Dolac piled up 14 tackles and 2.5
tackles for loss. He would follow that up with a 10-tackle outing in the
season finale against Ball State.

The 2022 season has been a breakout performance for Dolac.
Through 10 games, the Western New York native has pieced together a
monster statline with 108 tackles (77 solo), nine tackles for a loss, six
passes defended, two forced fumbles and one sack. While All-MAC
linebacker James Patterson got most of the headlines going into the
season, Dolac’s solo tackles rank first in the nation and his total tackles
rank sixth overall. For those wondering, UB’s season-best tackle mark is
161 by Craig Guest (1995).
Dolac has had seven games with 10 or more tackles, including a
career-high 15 tackles against Holy Cross. He’s also had two 14-tackle
games, two 13-tackle showings and a 12-tackle performance. Dolac’s 77
solo stops are also tied for second-most ever in a season at UB, trailing
only Guest (80 in 1996).
Dolac was recently named a semifinalist for the Burlsworth Trophy,
which is awarded to the top player in the country who started their
collegiate career as a walk-on. Dolac is one of 10 players nationally who
are vying for the award, which will have its finalists announced on
November 15.
The trophy is named in honor of Brandon Burlsworth, a former walk-on at
Arkansas who became a two-time First-Team All-SEC selection and an
All-American in 1998. After being selected as a third-round pick by the
Indianapolis Colts in 1999, he tragically passed away in a car accident just
11 days later. Burlsworth’s life is chronicled in the 2016 movie ‘Greater.’
Winning the Burlsworth Trophy would be an honor that puts Dolac
among the likes of recent college football legends. Past winners include
two-time national champion and Las Vegas Raiders wide receiver Hunter
Renfrow, two-time All-PAC 12 selection and former NFL quarterback Luke
Falk, as well as two-time winner and former first overall draft pick Baker
Mayfield (the first and only walk-on to win the Heisman Trophy). Other
notable finalists include Carl Nassib, Rodrigo Blankenship, Patrick Laird,
defending national champion Stetson Bennett and Buffalo Bills offensive
lineman David Quessenberry.
Although Dolac is the first Bull to be named a semifinalist for the
Burlsworth Trophy, UB also has a long list of former walk-on players who
have become standouts. Fellow Western New York native Demone Harris

went from walk-on to Second-Team All-MAC in 2017, to winning Super
Bowl LIV with the Kansas City Chiefs. Canisius alum Derek Brim Jr. played
a major role for UB’s 2013 run to the Famous Idaho Potato Bowl as he
started at safety. Nick Gilbo wrapped up his tenure at UB with a 113-tackle
season in 2015. After walking on in 2018, current Bulls kicker Alex McNulty
earned a Third-Team All-MAC selection in 2020 and is now a semifinalist
for the Lou Groza Award — the top kicking honors in all of FBS football.
Dolac will be able to add to his strong season with two more games
left in the regular season — first against Akron (1-9, 0-6 MAC) and on
senior day against Kent State (4-6, 3-3 MAC). UB will need to win one of
the remaining games to earn bowl eligibility, and if they’re able to stack two
more wins it would mark just the fifth winning season for the Bulls in their
FBS era.
Also, the Bulls still have an outside shot of winning the MAC East and
earning a trip to Detroit for the MAC Championship game. In order to do so,
they would need to win out and divisional-leader Ohio would have to falter
in its last two games against Ball State (5-5, 2-4 MAC) and Bowling Green
(5-5, 4-2 MAC).

COLUMN

BEING FRANK…
By Frank Wolf @wolf3328
We have made it to the finish line. This is the
final edition of the magazine for 2022. I want to
thank the incredible staff that helped put this weekly online publication
together. It was a tremendous success and we look forward to doing it
again next fall.
For the past three months these writers, photogs and editors
helped tell the stories of dozens of high school football players.
Additionally, we caught up with many former WNY athletes playing
collegiately. I believe they deserve a great deal of gratitude for their
sacrifice and commitment.
Special thanks goes out to all of the seniors that strapped on the
pads for the final time. We will not forget you.
Thank you to all of the coaches, Athletic Directors, event staff and
officials for making the 2022 season one of the best ever.
WNYAthletics sincerely appreciates all of the hospitality we receive
at your schools when we come out to stream. Your generosity and
support is never taken lightly. We look forward to seeing you again
during the winter and spring seasons.
Finally, hats off to all of the different committees that spent
countless hours away from their families, spending their own money in
an effort to scout players all over WNY. What you do is thankless. I
appreciate you.
Best of luck to St. Francis, Bennett, Jamestown, Iroquois,
Lackawanna and Randolph as you go out and try to win state titles. Also
congrats to Bishop-Timon for winning Monsignor Martin “B” Division.
Until next season.
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